HOMOS  IN  HOLLAND: 

A  Special  Report  on  International  Homo 
Day,  an  International  Homo  Studies 
Conference  and  the  Gay  Subculture  of 
the  Netherlands,  on  Page  3. 
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'Jobs,  Peace  and  Freedom'  for  All? 


Task  Force  Belatedly  Endorses  August  March 

Bv  Loie  Haves  O 


Bv  Loie  Haves 

WASHINGTON  —  On  August 
I  when  the  final  list  of  endorsers  of 
the  August  27  Twentieth  Anniver¬ 
sary  Mobilization  March  on 
Washington  for  Jobs,  Peace  and 
Freedom  is  released,  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force  (NGTF)  will  be 
added  to  the  roster.  This  settles 
months  of  grass-roots  controversy 
about  the  inclusion  of  gay  men  and 
lesbians  in  the  “New  Coalition  of 
Conscience,”  the  organizing  force 
behind  the  march. 

Twenty  years  ago  on  August  28, 
1963  250,000  people  marched  on 
Washington  to  demand  civil  rights 
for  black  Americans.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  delivered  his 
famous  “I  have  a  dream”  speech 
on  that  day.  The  anniversary 
march  organizers  come  largely 
from  the  black  religious 
community;  the  co-chairs  of  the 
Twentieth  Anniversary  Mobiliza¬ 


tion  are  Corretta  Scott  King  and 
Dr.  Joseph  Lowery.  Among  the  23 
co-convenors  are  four  legislators, 
seven  religious  leaders,  three  labor 
officials,  ,and  representatives  of 
the  National  Organization  for 
Women  and  the  National  Council 
of  Negro  Women. 

Invitations  to  endorse  and  to 
participate  in  the  march’s  national 
planning  council  were  issued  in 
January  to  hundreds  of  pro¬ 
gressive  groups.  The  National 
Coalition  of  Black  Gays  endorsed 
the  march  in  May  and  was  in- 
cluded-on  a  new  list  of  endorsers 
released  in  early  June. 

NGTF’s  invitation  was  sent  to 
their  Washington  office.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Jeff  Levi,  director  of  that 
office,  there  was  a  “communica¬ 
tions  breakdown”  and  the  invita¬ 
tion  was  not  immediately  forward¬ 
ed  to  the  NGTF  Board  for  action. 


It  was  mid-June  by  the  time  the  en¬ 
dorsement  was  made. 

Steve  Ault,  spokesperson  for 
the  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  in  New  York,  attended  one 
meeting  of  the  national  planning 
council  which  he  described  as  a 
“rubber'  stamp”  for  the 
25-member  board  of  conveners. 
Ault  told  GCN  that  the  AFL-CIO 
and  other  groups  among  the  con¬ 
veners  had  specifically  resisted 
participation  in  decision-making 
by  NGTF  and  the  U.S.  Peace 
Council,  which  has,  Ault  said,  “a 
relationship  with  the  Communist 
Party.” 

In  response  to  questions  about 
AFL-CIO,  Donna  Brazile,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Mobilization’s 
Washington  office,  told  GCN, 
“I’ve  heard  the  same  rumors  but 
AFL-CIO  has  never  had  an  official 
position  against  gay  involvement 


Persephone  Press  Folds, 
Some  Titles  Purchased 


Bv  Jil  Clark 

WATERTOWN,  MA  — 
Persephone  Press,  an  eight-year- 
old  lesbian  feminist  press  which 
has  published  fifteen  books  since  it 
began  in  1976,  recently  folded  due 
to  financial  hardship. 

Arrangements  to  republish 
some  of  the  fifteen  books,  as  Well 
as  three  more  which  Persephone 
would  have  issued  this  year,  have 
not  been  made  final,  although  it  is 
likely  that  most  of  the  books  will 
reappear  soon. 

Audre  Lordc’s  highly  acclaimed 
novel,  Zami,  A  New  Spelling  of 
My  Name,  which  first  appeared 
last  fall,  will  be  back  in  book  stores 
this  fall  under  the  Crossing  Press 
label. 

Home  Girls,  A  Black  Feminist 
Anthology,  edited  by  Barbara 
Smith,  which  would  have  made  its 
debut  under  the  Persephone  label 
this  spring,  will  instead  be  publish¬ 
ed  by  the  Kitchen  Table  Women  of 
Color  Press,  a  third  world 
women’s  press  in  New  York,  by 
the  end  of  the  summer. 

This  fall.  Kitchen  Table  will 
republish  This  Bridge  Called  My 
Back,  Writings  by  Radical  Women 
of  Color,  edited  by  Cherrie 
Moraga  and  Gloria  Anzaldua. 

Alyson  Press,  a  lesbian  and  gay 
press  in  Boston,  will  republish 
Bloch’s  Lifetime  Guarantee  by 
December,  and  next  month  pub¬ 
lish  her  new  novel.  The  Law  of  Re¬ 
turn,  which  Persephone  had  con¬ 
tracted  to  publish  this  year. 

Beacon  Press  in  Boston,  which 
has  published  books  by  feminists 
Mary  Daly  and  June  Jordan,  is  in¬ 
terested  in  republishing  about  half 
of  the  books  and  is  currently 


negotiating  contracts  with  the 
authors  concerned,  but,  according 
to  Beacon’s  publicity  manager, 
Judy  Rosen,  “nothing  is  definite 
until  the  contracts  are  signed.” 

At  this  time,  no  arrangements 
have  been  made  to  republish 
Cliff’s  or  Klepfisz.’s  books. 
Neither  has  a  publisher  been  found 
for  Abeng,  a  new  novel  by  Cliff 
which  Persephone  had  contracted 
to  put  out  this  year.  The  authors  of 
The  Fourteenth  Witch  are  not  at¬ 
tempting  to  have  their  book 
republished. 

Pat  McGloin  and  Gloria  Green¬ 
field,  who  founded  and  ran 
Persephone  Press,  said  they  felt 
“constantly  conflicted”  about 
whether  to  operate  Persephone  in 
accordance  with  industry  stand¬ 
ards  and  be  financially  healthy,  or 
to  do  what  they  thought  they  as 
lesbian  feminists  should  do,  even 
when  it  seemed  to  be  financially 
unwise.  They  said  they  almost 
always  did  what  was  consistent 
with  their  ideals. 

Persephone’s  financial  prob¬ 
lems  became  insurmountable  this 
year  when  banks  refused  to  loan 
the  press  money.  The  press  had 
lost  $22,000  in  each  of  the  last  two 
years,  although  book  sales  were 
high. 

Ironically,  Persephone’s  success 
at  marketing  the  books  caused 
financial  hardship,  according  to 
Greenfield.  “The  books  were  con¬ 
stantly  back  on  the  press,”  said 
Greenfield.  “So  as  well  as  the  cost 
of  bringing  out  new  titles  and  over¬ 
head,  we  constantly  had  $40, (XX) 
to  $50, (XX)  tied  up  in  printing  and 
other  productiori  costs.” 


Greenfield  said  Persephone’s 
losses  in  1981  and  1982  were  “due 
solely  to  our  royalty  structure,” 
referring  to  the  fact  that  Per¬ 
sephone  paid  its  authors  over  twice 
the  royalties  that  other  publishers 
pay. 

The  decision  to  pay  such  un¬ 
practically  high  royalties  was  but 
one  instance  of  this,  they  said.  The 
way  they  allocated  money  to  pro¬ 
mote  their  books  also  departed 
from  standard  practices  of  the 
publishing  industry.  Most  pub¬ 
lishers  pick  a  best  seller  each  year 
and  allocate  the  lion’s  share  of  the 
promotions  budget  to  (hat  book, 
and  apportion  out  the  rest  of  the 
money  to  other  books  according  to 
their  sales  potential,  explained 
Greenfield. 


in  the  march. 

Richard  Wormack  of  the  Civil 
Rights  Department  of  the  AFL- 
CIO  directly  contradicted  those 
rumors,  “We’re  encouraging  all 
groups  to  come  to  the  march  and 
that  doesn’t  exclude  gays,  women, 
lesbians  or  whatever.” 

Virginia  Apuzzo,  executive 
director  of  NGTF,  told  GCN  that 
she  is  “disturbed”  about  rumors 
of  opposition  to  gay  involvement 
in  the  march.  She  is  attempting  to 
find  out  “who  is  presenting  that 
opposition  and  why,”  especially 
since  an  NGTF  survey  is  finding 
this  to  be  a  time  of  increased  union 
support  for  gay  rights. 

NGTF  is  “eager  to  be  suppor¬ 
tive”  and  will  be  organizing  bus 
transportation  from  New  York  to 
the  march,  Apuzzo  said.  In 
reference  to  (he  possibility  of  a  gay 
speaker  at  the  march,  Apuzzo 
urged  the  march  organizers  to 
reach  out  to  the  third  world  gay 
groups  instead  of  assuming  NGTF 
as  the  sole  representative  of  the 
gay  community.  “There  are  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  gays  and  les¬ 
bians  who  have  been  active  in  civil 
rights  struggles  for  all  people.  I 
would  be  eager  to  see  a  gay  or  les¬ 
bian  speaker  from  any  one  of  these 
groups.”  No  speakers  have  vet 
been  selected. 

Feminists  have  fared  con¬ 
siderably  better  than  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  groups  within  the  Coalition, 
though  they  have  had  to  “push  a 
little  all  along  to  gel  our  issues  in¬ 
cluded,”  according  to  Janet 
Ferone,  president  of  Boston 
chapter  of  the  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women  (NOW). 

Judy  Goldsmith,  national  presi¬ 
dent  of  NOW,  is  a  member  of  the 
hoard  of  conveners  and  has  been 
included  on  a  speaking  tour  with 
Corelta  Scott  King.  Donna  Bra/ilc 
was  especially  enthusiastic  about 
this  aspect  of  the  Mobilization. 
“The  real  spirit  of  this  thing  is  that 
we  are  uniting  groups  that  have 


never  worked  together  before.  I 
hear  Mrs.  King  and  Judy 
Goldsmith  are  talking  on  the 
phone  all  the  time  now  and  Mrs. 
King  has  written  a  special  letter  to 
prospective  NOW  members  asking 
them  to  join  her  at  the  march  and 
to  join  NOW. 

Boston  NOW  has  been  active  in 
the  Massachusetts  Mobilization 
and  is  sponsoring  women’s  buses 
to  the  march.  Janet  Ferone  spoke 
w  ith  GCN  about  the  coalition  pro¬ 
cess.  “I’m  sure  there  are  groups  in 
the  coalition  that  don’t  support 
reproductive  rights  and  there  are 
probably  people  saying  under  (heir 
breath,  ‘1  hope  those  gay  people 
don’t  show  up,’  but  there’s  no 
direct  opposition  to  issues  of  sex¬ 
ual  preference.”  Ferone  said  that 
the  Boston  group  has  had  trouble 
getting  gays  and  lesbians  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  Mobilization  work.  She 
attributed  this  to  a  June  Hurry  of 
organizing  for  Gav  Pride  ac¬ 
tivities-. 

Armando  Gaitan,  a  Boston  ac¬ 
tivist  who  has  been  working  to  in¬ 
clude  the  gay  community  in  the 
march  feels  that  the  homophobia 
encountered  so  far  has  not  reached 
unexpected  levels.  “Anytime  you 
work  in  coalitions  with  straight 
people  they  react  this  way.” 
Gaitan  added,  "the  local  group 
has  been  very  supportive.” 

In  Boston,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Advocates  and  Defenders  and 
GCN  have  endorsed  the  march. 
The  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Political  Alliance  has  endorsed  the 
march  on  the  condition  that  there 
be  an  organized  gay  contingent  in 
the  march.  Jenny  Rankin  in  the 
Mobilization's  Boston  office  told 
GCN  that  marchers  will  be 
organized  regionally  and  all  issue 
groups  will  march  within  their 
regional  affiliations. 

Veda  Wright,  staffperson  in  the 
Boston  Mobilization  office,  (old 
GCN  that  other  groups  besides 
Continued  on  page  /  7 


Official  Makes 
Anti-Gay  Remarks, 
Loses  Position 


PERSEPHONE  PRESS  1976-1983 
A  Feminist  Tarot  by  Sally  Gearhart  and  Susan  Rennie.  1976 
The  Nth  Witch,  poetry  and  photography  by  Shelly  Blue  and  Deborah  Snow.  1977 
The  H  underground  hy  Sally  Gearhart,  1979 

The  Coming  Out  Stories  hy  Susan  Wolf  and  Julia  Penelope  Stanley.  1980 
Claiming  an  Identity  They  Taught  Me  to  Despise  hy  Michelle  Cliff,  1980 
Choices  hy  Nancy  Toder,  1980 

Women.  Church  and  State  by  Matilda  Joslyn  (■age  in  1893,  reissued  in  1980 
lesbian  Poetry.  An  Anthology  edited  hy  Joan  Larkin  and  Elly  Bulkin,  1981 
This  Hridge  l  olled  My  Hack,  It  filings  by  Radical  II  omen  of  Color  edited  hy 
Cherrie  Moraga  and  Gloria  Anzaldua.  1981 
l  ifetime  Guarantee,  A  Journey  Through  Toss  and  Survival  by  Alice  Bloch,  1981 
l  esbian  Fiction.  An  Anthology  edited  by  Elly  Bulkin,  1981 
Sice  Jewish  Girls:  a  I  eshian  Anthology.  Evely  n  Torlon  Beck,  1982 
/.ami.  A  New  Spelling  of  My  Name  hy  Audre  l.orde.  1982 
Keeper  of  Accounts  hy  Irena  Klepfisz.  1982 


By  Jay  C.  Jones 

MADISON,  WI—  A  Middleton 
dentist  has  been  removed  from  his 
seat  on  the  Dane  County  Board  of 
Health  for  making  derogatory 
remarks  about  gay  people  during  a 
discussion  on  AIDS. 

County  Executive  Jonathan 
Barry  dismissed  Dr.  James 
Pawlisch  from  the  Board  of 
Health  in  mid-July,  after  Pawlisch 
refused  to  resign  at  Barry’s  re¬ 
quest. 

Pawlisch  was  critical  of  gays 
during  a  June  board  meeting, 
when  members  were  discussing  a 
proposal  supportive  of  allocating 
more  money  for  AIDS  research. 
Pawlisch,  commenting  on  gay  sex¬ 
uality,  said  that  “with  behavior 
like  that,  you  have  to  pay  the 
piper.”  He  also  admitted  to  telling 
fellow  board  members,  in 
reference  to  gay  sexual  activity, 
that  “even  animals  know  better 
than  that.” 

The  remarks  were  made  public 
by  two  Dane  County  supervisors 


who  serve  on  the  Board  of  Health, 
Dick  Wagner  and  Kathleen 
Nichols.  Wagner  and  Nichols, 
both  openly  gay,  said  they  were 
appalled  by  the  dentist’s  insen¬ 
sitivity  and  asked  County  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Barry  to  seek  Pawlisch’s 
resignation. 

Barry  agreed,  telling  reporters 
he  could  not  allow  a  citizen  to 
serve  on  the  Board  of  Health  who 
was  not  sensitve  to  the  health 
needs  of  all  residents  of  the  coun¬ 
ty,  and  who  failed  to  abide  by  the 
county’s  affirmative  action  or¬ 
dinance,  which  prohibits 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sex¬ 
ual  orientation. 

When  Pawlisch  refused  to 
resign,  Barry  removed  him.  In  late 
July,  Pawlisch  told  the  Middleton 
Times-Tribune  that  he  had  refer¬ 
red  the  matter  to  his  attorney  for 
possible  action  in  circuit  court. 

The  county's  senior  assistant 
corporation  counsel,  Cal  Korn- 


stedt,  said  he  stood  behind  the 
County  Executive’s  action. 
“We’re  taking  the  position  that  he 
(Pawlisch)  serves  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  Executive,  and  can  be  removed 
summarily,”  Kornstedt  told  a 
reporter. 

Dane  County  has  included  sex¬ 
ual  orientation  in  its  affirmative 
action  ordinance  since  1980.  The 
city  of  Madison,  the  county  seat, 
enacted  a  municipal  gay  rights  or¬ 
dinance  in  the  early  '70s.  Wiscon¬ 
sin  followed  suit  in  February,  1982 
when  Governor  Lee  Dreyfus  sign¬ 
ed  statewide  gay  rights  legislation 
after  the  bill  was  approved  in  both 
houses  of  the  legislature.  Wiscon¬ 
sin  became  the  first  state  in  the  na¬ 
tion  to  provide  homosexuals  with 
anti-discrimination  protection  on 
a  statewide  basis.  On  May  5,  1983, 
Gov.  Anthony  Earl  signed  a  bill 
decriminalizing  sex  between  con¬ 
senting  adults,  joining  some  25 
other  states  to  do  so. 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

"Human  rights,  and  that  includes  gay  rights,  is 
no  longer  a  debatable  issue  within  the  Democratic 
Party.  Gays  now  have  a  track  record  in  which  they 
have  worked  in  our  campaigns  and  demonstrated 
what  they  have  to  offer  to  our  party  and  the  political 
process.” 

—  Ann  Lewis,  political  director,  Democratic  Na¬ 
tional  Committee. 


born  again  gay 

WASHINGTON  —  Robert  E.  Bauman,  former 
Republican  representative  from  Maryland,  was  an 
outspoken  opponent  of  a  gay  rights  bill  while  in  Con¬ 
gress.  His  vehement  opposition  to  gay  rights  looked 
odd,  though,  when  he  was  arrested  for  solicitation  of 
sex  from  a  teenaged  male.  After  his  arrest,  Bauman 
claimed  that  he  had  been  indulging  too  much  in  drink 
and  that  alcoholism  was  to  blame  for  his  sexual  “in¬ 
discretion.”  Bauman  lost  his  1980  re-election  bid  and 
dropped  out  of  sight 

Now,  according  to  the  New  York  Times,  the  ex- 
Congressman  has  separated  from  his  wife  and 
"seeks  to  begin  a  new  life  as  a  homosexual  and 
political  activist.”  Bauman,  born  again  (to  borrow  a 
phrase),  is  thinking  of  moving  to  the  gay  heaven  of 
San  Francisco.  Rep.  John  Burton,  one  of  Bauman’s 
old  nemeses  from  across  the  aisle  and  brother  of  the 
late  Phil  Burton,  is  helping  Bauman  find  employment 
with  a  San  Francisco  law  firm. 

Bauman  has  so  thoroughly  repudiated  his  con¬ 
servatism  that  on  August  2  he  is  scheduled  to  appear 
before  the  American  Bar  Association  to  endorse  — 
guess  what  —  a  gay  rights  bill. 


michigan  rights  bill  committee 

DETROIT,  Ml  —  In  a  highly  organized  drive  to 
make  Michigan  the  second  state  to  enact  a  compre¬ 
hensive  gay  rights  bill,  activists  have  formed  a 
citizens’  committee  to  work  for  the  bill’s  passage.  The 
Michigan  Organization  for  Human  Rights  (MOHR)  an¬ 
nounced  on  July  14  that  the  composition  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  included  religious,  civic,  education,  labor  and 
business  leaders. 

Two  United  Auto  Workers’  union  vice  presidents 
will  represent  the  UAW  membership  on  the  commit¬ 
tee.  This  marks  the  first  time  UAW  leadership  has 
come  out  in  public  support  of  gay  rights,  according  to 
the  press  release  issued  by  MOHR. 

Nowhere  among  the  35  organizations  represent¬ 
ed  on  the  committee,  however,  is  there  a  group  which 
is  identifiable  by  name  with  the  gay/lesbian  communi¬ 
ty  of  Michigan. 


local  ostomates  sought  for  panel 

BOSTON  —  Two  gay  ostamates  will  present  a 
panel  discussion  of  the  particular  sexual  and  social 
problems  facing  gay  and  lesbian  ostamates  at  the 
Boston  Sheraton  Hotel  on  August  11  at  11:00  a.m.  Bill 
Etnyre  and  Fred  Moore,  convenors  of  the  panel  at  the 
United  Ostomy  Association  meeting,  are  seeking  in¬ 
terested  Boston  gay/lesbian  ostamates  to  sit  on  the 
panel.  Interested  persons  may  contact  Florence 
Cohen  at  247  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston,  02116  or 
Fred  Moore  at  714  NE  17  Terrace,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL 
33305,  (305)  763-6369. 


denver  politicos  feel  their  oats 

DENVER,  CO  —  Gay  men  and  lesbians  in  the 
mile-high  city  who  go  in  for  electoral  politics  are  en¬ 
joying  broad  recognition  for  a  heavy  contribution  to 
the  June  21  victory  of  Mayor  Frederico  Pena. 

According  to  the  Rocky  Mountain  News ,  Pena 
and  gay  activists  agree  that  the  Denver  gay  communi¬ 
ty  has  joined  the  political  mainstream.  Forty-five  of  46 
precincts  identified  by  gay  organizers  as  having  sub¬ 
stantial  numbers  of  gay  voters  went  to  Pena.  Of  25 
precincts  in  which  gay  voter  registration  drives  were 
conducted,  24  went  for  the  winner  Pena. 

Tom  O'Connor,  co-chair  of  Gays  and  Lesbians 
for  Action  in  Politics,  said,  “The  closer  an  election  is, 
the  more  different  people  play  a  role  in  it,  but  we  were 
definitely  a  factor.  We  turned  out  a  huge  vote,  we 
know  that,  and  we  know  the  vast  majority  supported 
Frederico  Pena.” 

Pena  himself  was  quoted  as  saying,  “I  think  the 
gay  community  came  of  age  in  this  campaign .  .  .  And 
I  think  in  terms  of  future  elections,  anybody  who  is 
serious  about  running  for  office  in  this  city  has  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  gay  community  seriously." 


who  is  that  behind  those  ‘silent 
witness’? 

Anita  Bryant  is  out  of  hiding.  This  time  around, 
Bryant  is  reportedly  hawking  sunglasses,  instead  of 
orange  juice  or  Americanfamilylife.  Bryant  will  intro¬ 
duce  “Silent  Witness"  sunglasses,  featuring  a 
14-carat  gold  religious  symbol  on  the  earpiece.  She 
will  receive  an  undisclosed  percentage  of  the  sales 
from  each  pair  of  the  $29.95  shades. 

Bryant,  43,  said  she  decided  to  end  her  with¬ 
drawal  from  public  life  to  market  a  “Christian  pro¬ 
duct.”  She  retreated  to  Selma,  Alabama  four  years 
ago  after  her  divorce  from  her  husband/business 
manager.  Bryant  led  a  successful  campaign  to  repeal 
a  Dade  County,  Florida,  ordinance  banning  anti-gay 
discrimination. 


affirmative  politics  in  san  francisco 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  With  the  election  of  Sala 
Burton  to  U.S.  Congress,  San  Francisco  is  now 
governed  and  represented  by  a  significant  number  of 
women,  according  to  the  Washington  Post.  Burton 
joins  Rep.  Barbara  Boxer  in  the  House.  Mayor  Dianne 
Fienstein  and  Board  of  Supervisors  head  Wendy 
Nelder  occupy  the  two  highest  elective  offices  in  the 
city. 


dudley  dowrongs  always  get  their 
magazines 

TORONTO  —  The  Royal  Canadian  Mounted 
Police  (RCMP)  confiscated  dozens  of  copies  of 
magazines  of  male  pornography  last  month  from  the 
Glad  Day  Bookshop,  according  to  GO  Info. 

The  RCMP  had  earlier  seized  similar  material 
from  traveler  Kevin  Kendricks,  who  told  the  Mounties 
that  he  had  purchased  the  porn  magazines  at  Glad 
Day  and  other  newsstands.  Hot  on  the  trail  of  their 
men,  the  Mounties  shocked  store  employees  when 
they  announced  their  intentions  to  bust  the  store 
because  the  porn  magazines  are  readily  available  at 
"thousands  of  variety  stores  across  the  country.” 

Body  Politic  reporters  arrived  on  the  scene  and 
the  Mounties  became  nervous.  But  they  didn’t  relent 
until  the  next  day,  when  a  “sincerely  apologetic”  Con¬ 
stable  Nicholas  returned  all  the  materials  saying  they 
were  “fine.” 

The  RCMP  was  called  “insensitive”  with  a  “poor 
analytical  capability”  concerning  gays  and  lesbians 
by  the  McDonald  Commission  a  few  years  ago.  GO  In¬ 
fo  notes  that  this  latest  misadventure  seems  to  reveal 
business  as  usual  amongst  the  Mounties. 


pomp  with  gay  circumstances 

PHILADELPHIA  —  The  first  and  only  gay  high 
school  in  the  United  States,  Byton  School-Eromin, 
held  commencement  exercises  on  June  14  for  its 
class  of  1983.  In  its  first  year,  the  school  is  associated 
with  Eromin  House,  a  group  home  for  gay  teens. 

The  graduating  class  of  four  students,  three  men 
and  one  woman,  had  a  ceremony  like  most  other  high 
school  graduations,  except  the  class  was  all  gay.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Advocate,  parents  who  only  months 
ago  could  barely  accept  a  child’s  gayness  were  all 
smiles  and  tears  at  the  happy  occasion. 


dc  area  adult  bookstore  called  a 
‘public  nuisance’ 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  A  suburban  Virginia  adult 
bookstore  was  declared  a  public  nuisance  on  July  21 
by  a  Fairfax  County  circuit  court  judge,  according  to 
the  Washington  Post , 

Although  Judge  Barbara  M.  Keenan  stopped 
short  of  ordering  Show  Place  Adult  Books  to  close, 
she  ruled  that  it  constitutes  a  public  nuisance 
because  men  customers  cruise  each  other  at  the 
store  and  have  sex  in  projection  booths  while  watch¬ 
ing  pornographic  films. 

Judge  Keenan  will  issue  a  ruling  on  August  2 
which  may  or  may  not  close  the  store.  Prosecutors 
and  county  officials  have  sought  for  years  to  shut  the 
bookstore  down  permanently. 

Attorneys  for  the  store  say  that  to  close  the 
business  entirely  to  stop  the  sexual  activities  be¬ 
tween  consenting  adults  in  one  area  of  the  store 
would  be  an  infringement  on  first  amendment  rights. 
Judge  Keenan  suggested  that  prosecutors  and  de¬ 
fense  attorneys  attempt  to  work  out  a  compromise  to 
curtail  sexual  activities  in  the  store.  Representatives 
of  both  sides  met  for  90  minutes  but  were  unable  to 
reach  an  acceptable  compromise. 


man  dies  at  aids  footrace 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  36-year-old  participant  in 
a  gay  running  club’s  AIDS  benefit  footrace  collapsed 
and  died  shortly  after  he  crossed  the  finish  line,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter. 

Steve  Berman  ran  in  the  Frontrunner’s  five 
kilometer  race  benefitting  the  AIDS/KS  Foundation 
on  July  17.  He  was  dead  on  arrival  at  St.  Mary’s 
Hospital  despite  efforts  by  the  race  medical  doctor 
and  ambulance  attendants  to  revive  him. 


Can  you  tell  which  of 
us  had  an  abortion? 

ALL  OF  US. 

Abortion  will  be  illegal 
unless  we  act  now! 


Shoutd  This  Ad 

abortion  rights  group  sues  bus  company 

BUFFALO  —  The  Coalition  for  Abortion  Rights 
and  Against  Sterilization  Abuse  (CARASA)  is  waging 
a  costly  legal  battle  with  the  Niagra  Frontier  Trans¬ 
portation  Authority  (NFTA)  concerning  NFTA’s  re¬ 
jection  of  an  abortion  rights  ad  campaign. 

The  ad,  pictured  above,  was  originally  accepted 
by  an  ad  agency  which  sells  placard  space  on  the 
NFTA  buses.  According  to  Common  Ground,  the  ad 
agency  contacted  CARASA  to  say  that  the  NFTA 
would  have  to  approve  the  ad  after  a  column  about  the 
campaign  had  appeared  in  the  Buffalo  News.  The 
NFTA  then  refused  to  run  the  ad,  because  the  bus 
company  has  a  policy  of  not  becoming  involved  in 
controversial  issues  and  because  the  buses  are  not 
"public  forums.” 


Be  Suppressed? 


CARASA  took  the  case  to  Federal  Court  where 
Judge  John  T.  Curtin  presides.  CARASA's  position  is 
that  the  buses  are  a  public  forum.  Other  ads  on  legal 
rights,  fair  housing,  food  stamps,  smoking  and 
alcohol  are  evidence  that  the  NFTA  does  allow  "con¬ 
troversial”  issues  to  be  discussed  on  bus  walls, 
argued  the  CARASA  attorneys. 

In  a  related  development,  the  Buffalo  Right-to- 
Life  Committee  will  demand  equal  time  should  Judge 
Curtin  rule  in  CARASA’s  favor.  The  Right-to-Lifers  say 
they  will  post  placards  picturing  three  aborted 
fetuses. 

CARASA  is  soliciting  donations  to  help  pay  legal 
costs.  Contributions  may  be  sent  to  CARASA/Buffalo, 
PO  Box  404,  Buffalo,  NY  14205. 


This  week’s  News  Notes  compiled  by  Sue  Hyde. 
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Gay  Subculture  Lacking  Feminist  Influence? 


Dutch  Gays,  Lesbians  Resist 
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‘Family  and  State’ 


By  Margaret  Cerullo 
and  Marla  Erlien 


Three  of  the  8000  gay  men  and  lesbians  who  marched  and  rallied  at  International  Homo  Dav  in  l.eiden.  Holland  on  June 
25,  1983. 


AMSTERDAM  —  When  an  announcement  arrived  last 
winter  telling  of  an  international  gay  and  lesbian  conference 
to  be  held  in  Amsterdam  during  Gay  Pride  week  in  June, 
our  imaginations  soared.  We  were  enticed  by  the  prospect  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  coming  together  from  different  coun¬ 
tries  and  converging  in  Amsterdam  —  scene  both  of  active 
social  movements  throughout  the  ’70s  (around  squatters’ 
issues,  feminism,  disarmament  and  U.S.  intervention  in 
Central  America)  and  a  nourishing  gay  and  lesbian  sub¬ 
culture. 

While  we  were  drawn  by  the  promise  of  a  different  gay 
culture  and  gay  politic,  we  were  immediately  struck  by  the 
extent  of  U.S.  influence  —  both  in  the  conference,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  women’s  sessions,  and  in  the  demonstration 
that  concluded  the  week  of  activities  —  held  the  same  Satur¬ 
day  as  Gay  Pride  marches  in  New  York  and  San  Francisco, 
and  taking  its  inspiration  from  Stonewall.  Even  though  “In¬ 
ternational  Homo  Day”  and  the  gay  liberation  movement  in 
Holland  have  a  U.S.  root,  the  form  that  has  evolved  is 
distinctive  anc  interesting.  Since  1977,  annual  national  Gay 
Pride  demonstrations  have  been  held,  drawing  about 
4-5,000  people. 

Last  year  for  the  first  time,  the  demonstration  was  held 
outside  Amsterdam.  In  an  effort  to  support  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  living  outside  the  urban  areas,  the  organizers  decided 
to  go  to  a  different  town  each  year  to  celebrate  gay  pride. 
Last  year’s  demonstration  was  attacked  by  groups  of  young 
men  throwing  rocks  and  eggs  and  shouting  “Death  to 
Homos.”  Uncertainty  hung  over  this  year’s  march.  Would 
violence  materialize?  Would  the  fear  of  violence  keep  peo¬ 
ple  away? 

Instead,  8,000  women  and  men  turned  out  for  a  spirited 
march  through  the  town  of  Leiden,  a  half  hour  by  train 
from  Amsterdam.  The  central  area  of  this  quiet,  clean  and 
orderly  town  was  transformed  by  huge  banners  with  slogans 
such  as:  “Between  Dream  and  Deed  stand  the  Family  and 
the  State.”  Saturday  shopping  was  disrupted  by  songs, 
chants  and  public  displays  of  affection  by  thousands  of 
visiting  homos. 

A  rally  followed  the  demo,  and  an  all-night  party  in  the 
town  ensured  that  the  visitors  would  spend  the  whole  day 
with  the  good  citizens  of  Leiden.  Booths  of  all  major 
political  parties,  each  of  which  has  a  gay  group  within  it, 
lined  the  way  into  the  park  where  the  rally  was  held,  attrac¬ 
ting  little  interest  —  except  for  one  which  sold  petits  fours  in 
the  shape  of  pink  triangles! 

The  homo  demonstration  is  one  among  many  activities 
and  institutions  by  and  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  Holland. 
The  conference  we  attended,  for  example,  was  sponsored  by 
“Homo  Studies”  at  the  University  of  Amsterdam,  a  pro¬ 
gram  about  ten  years  old,  which  actually  predates  women’s 
studies  in  Holland.  Anyone  who  has  struggled  to  have  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  recognized  within  curricula  or  for  a  gay 
literature  or  history  course  will  share  our  astonishment  at 
the  existence  of  such  a  program  —  with  the. ability  to  com¬ 
mand  funding  for  an  international  conference. 

The  state  also  funds  a  gay  and  lesbian  center  which  spon¬ 
sors  a  number  of  services  (information  lines,  coming-out 
groups  and  parents’  groups,)  popular  weekly  dances  for 
women  and  for  men,  and  other  cultural  events  (there  are  ac¬ 
tually  about  twenty  of  these  centers  throughout  Holland, 
though  the  one  in  Amsterdam  is  the  largest). 

We  were  amazed  at  the  amount  of  space  women  in  par¬ 
ticular  have  claimed  for  themselves  —  neighborhood  bars 
and  cafes,  a  women’s  restaurant,  several  feminist  magazines 
and  newspapers,  all-women  —  and  even  lesbian  —  squatted 
houses,  a  very  accessible  international  feminist  library  and 
archive. 

Yet,  feminism  seems  not  to  have  had  a  deep  impact  on  the 
culture  at  large.  Holland  still,  for  example,  has  a  very  small 
percentage  of  women  in  the  paid  work  force,  compared  to 
other  Western  European  Countries  —  only  25  percent  of 


women  work,  and  very  few  of  these  are  mothers.  The  virtual 
absence  of  child  care  —  including  at  the  Homo  Studies  con¬ 
ference  —  and  the  lack  of  school  lunch  provision  mean 
fragmented  days  structured  around  the  assumption  of  an 
available  full-time  mother. 

The  absence  of  feminist  influence  in  the  gay  subculture 
wars  also  apparent.  By  contrast  the  cultural  event  culmina¬ 
ting  a  week  of  homo  activities  in  Amsterdam  began  with  a 
series  of  drag  shows,  some  with  racist  as  well  as  sexist  under- 
Tones.  It  was  mainly  men  who  attended  the  event  and  of  the 
women  there,  most  came  with  gay  men  and  appeared  to  be 
faghags.  In  fact,  when  the  dancing  started,  the  scene  looked 
more  like  a  punky  hetero  event,  except  for  the  presence  of  a 
few  queens  and  fairies. 

Thrown  back  to  a  pre-gay  liberation  and  pre-feminist  mo¬ 
ment,  our  confusion  mounted  about  the  politics  of  the  gay 
movement  in  Holland.  While  there  exists  an  ability  to  claim 
a  great  deal  of  public  money,  services,  and  space,  the  goals 
of  the  movement  were  obscure  to  us.  We  wondered  to  what 
extent  changing  what  gay  life  had  been  prior  to  a  movement 
was  central  in  any  way  to  the  agenda  of  gay  politics.  Were 
we  experiencing  the  limits  of  “tolerance”  of  gay  lifestyles 
and  gay  subculture  as  a  goal  of  a  gay  movment?  Was  this  a 
confirmation  that  without  a  political  challenge,  particularly 
a  feminist  challenge,  the  dominant  culture  haunts  it*  sub¬ 
cultural  opposition?  Having  just  come  from  Boston  where 
we  had  attended  the  10th  Birthday  party  for  GCN,  we  had  a 
strong  sense  of  the  importance  and  achievements  of  a 
feminist  intervention  into  gay  politics.  We  knew  that  it  was 
possible  for  there  to  be  mixed  gay  space  in  which  women 
were  a  strong,  defining  presence. 

Our  confusion  about  gay  and  lesbian  politics  in  Holland 
was  not  clarified  by  attending  the  “International  Gay  Con¬ 
ference.”  In  fact,  the  relationship  between  the  movement 
and  the  conference  was  never  apparent. 

The  conference  itself,  on  the  theme  of  relations  “Among 
Men,  Among  Women”  or  “homosocial  bonding,”  involved 


a  week  of  sessions  with  workshops  and  papers  collected  into 
a  600  page  book  in  English  —  promised  eventually  for  wider 
distribution.  According  to  the  organizers,  their  goal  in 
focussing  on  “homosocial  (same  sex)  bonding”  was  to 
break  with  “traditions  dating  back  a  century  and  a  half 
which  view  sexual  relations  as  infinitely  more  important 
than  non-sexual  relations  between  members  of  the  same 
sex.”  They  sought  instead  to  place  lesbianism  and  homosex¬ 
uality  in  the  “broader  context  of  homosocial  situations  as 
opposed  to  remaining  within  a  comparative  framework  of 
homo  versus  heterosexuality.” 

We  were  on  the  lookout  for  political  motivations,  or  at 
least  political  implications,  in  what  sometimes  seemed  like 
academic  exercises  and  distinctions.  Why,  for  example, 
were  they  fascinated  with  the  “separate  worlds  of  men  and 
women”  that  characterized  the  19th  century,  so  much  so 
that  the  conference  organization  recreated  the  19th  century 
pattern?  Women  and  men  remained  largely  separate  to  hear 
papers,  see  slide  shows,  and  carry  on  discussions.  In  fact, 
the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  History  project  —  a  real  high 
point  —  was  the  only  mixed  presentation  and  the  most 
political.  Thus,  one  of  the  things  we  had  hoped  for  —  a 
chance  to  encounter  directly  how  lesbians  and  gay  men  take 
up  differently  issues  of  sexuality,  community,  the  meaning 
of  same-sex  bonding  —  hardly  occurred. 

Coming  from  the  U.S.,  one  of  our  first  associations  to  the 
conference  theme  was  to  lesbian  historians’  uncovering  of 
passionate  bonds  between  women  in  the  19th  century,  as  in 
romantic  friendships  or  ‘Boston  marriages’.  Within  the  les¬ 
bian  community,  related  ideas  are  perhaps  better  known 
through  Third  World  feminist  discussions  of  the  history  of 
women-centeredness  and  female  bonding  in  Third  World 
communities.  Given  that  Third  World  women  have  been  so 
central  to  the  discussion  of  the  meaning  of  female  bonding, 
their  absence,  and  the  lack  of  acknowledgement  of  their 
work  at  the  conference,  was  disappointing. 

Continued  on  page  <V 


Did  You  See? 


Two  Arrests 
Mar  Cruise 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 
BOSTON  —  Two  men  were  ar¬ 
rested  on  July  25  by  undercover 
agents  of  the  Boston  Police  De¬ 
partment  Drug  Control  Unit 
aboard  a  privately-chartered  har¬ 
bor  cruise  fundraiser  for  the  soft- 
ball  team  at  Chaps,  a  local  gay  bar. 

“The  Drug  Control  unit  re¬ 
ceived  information  that  drugs  were 
going  to  be  dealt  on  the  cruise,” 
said  Lt.  Donald  Devine,  Boston 
Police  Liaison  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  “So  they  went  on 
the  cruise  and  they  arrested  a 
fellow  for  possession  of  cocaine 
with  intent  to  distribute." 

One  other  man  was  arrested  and 
charged  with  simple  possession  of 
cocaine.  Both  men  were  arraigned 
July  26  in  Boston  Municipal  Court 
and  ordered  to  appear  for  a  hear¬ 
ing  on  September  27. 

Sgt.  William  Morrissey  told 
GCN  several  grams  of  a  white 


crystalline  substance  were  seized 
and  sent  to  a  police  laboratory  for 
identification.  Morrissey  said  the 
raid  involved  the  use  of  under¬ 
cover  agents  and  a  Boston  Police 
harbor  patrol  boat. 

One  man  present  at  the  raid  told 
GCN  he  estimated  that  from  two 
to  four  plainclothes  officers  were 
on  the  boat  among  the  70  guests. 

Brian  McNaught,  mayoral 
liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  said  police  made  the  raid 
in  Yesponsc  to  three  separate  com¬ 
plaints  from  civilians.  Advertise¬ 
ments  for  the  $75-per-person 
benefit  cruise  mention  that  “those 
in  attendance  arc  eligible  to  win  a 
trip  to  Hawaii,  to  Disneyland,  2 
trips  to  Chicago,  a  salt  shaker  and 
more.”  McNaught  said  the  term 
“salt  shaker”  apparently  refers  to 
cocaine  which  was  to  be  a  raffle 
prize. 


There’s  a  new  trend  on  the 
left  these  days  to  support  in¬ 
dividuals  who  are  in  the 
military  and  want  to  stay  there. 
No  longer  are  civil  libertarians 
championing  only  the  cause  of 
the  CO  who  wants  to  get  out  of 
the  armed  forces;  they  are  also 
supporting  the  oppressed  who 
want  to  stay  in.  We’re  referring 
to  the  Left’s  response  to  the  re¬ 
cent  witch  hunts  of  our 
fighting  forces.  These  purges 
have  left  no  stone  unturned: 
They  have  involved  24  of  61 
women  in  the  USS  Norton 
Sound  in  1980,  40  of  300 
women  stationed  in  Memphis, 
TN,  12  of  102  women  on  the 
USS  Dixon  in  1982,  and  a  Lt. 
Joann  Newak  of  the  Air  Force. 
Many  of  these  women  were  ac¬ 
quitted  of  the  charges  against 
them.  Some  were  discharged. 
And  Joann  Newak  was  sent  to 
Leavenworth  for  6  years  at 
hard  labor. 

Notably,  many  of  the 
women  charged  are  not  les- 


bians  but  are  victims  of  the 
backlash  against  women  which 
is  taking  place  in  all  the  bran¬ 
ches  of  the  military,  most  pro¬ 
minently  in  the  Navy.  The 
irony  is  that  these  women  are 
getting  support  from' the  Left 
so  they  can  stay  in  the  military. 
And  in  some  cases,  women 
who  are  lesbians  are  denying 
their  lesbian  identities.  An  ex¬ 
ample  is  Robin  Bruce,  who  was 
a  Boatswain’s  Mate  on  the  sub¬ 
marine  tender  Dixon.  She  in¬ 
itially  denied  that  she  was  a  les¬ 
bian.  It  wasn’t  until  after  she 
appeared  before  a  military 
board  and  was  officially 
discharged  from  the  service 
that  Robin  admitted  to  being 
gay.  In  the  meantime,  the  gay 
and  lesbian  community  in  San 
Diego,  not  to  mention  the 
ACLU  and  NOW,  spent  time 
and  energy  raising  funds  for 
legal  defense  for  Robin  and 
tw'o  other  accused  women  from 
the  Dixon  (who  were  later 
reinstated  because  they  were 


found  “not  guilty”  of  the 
charges  against  them). 

When  we  hear  of  yet  another 
case  of  a  lesbian  or  gay  man 
being  tossed  out  of  the  Navy, 
Air  Force,  or  Army  we  say, 
“What  right  has  the  military  to 
exist?”  Except  when  the 
military  is  overzealous  in  its 
punishment  of  those  who  don’t 
conform  to  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions,  as  in  the  case  of  Lt. 
Newak,  let’s  help  those  who 
want  to  get  out  of  the  armed 
forces,  not  those  who  want  to 
stay  in..  Yes,  it  is  important 
that  we  fight  the  regulations 
that  give  gays  bad  discharges. 
But  we’re  better  off  spending 
our  time  and  energy  telling  kids 
who  go  into  the  military  look¬ 
ing  for  adventure  and  a  way 
out  of  joblessness  that  chances 
are  they’ll  be  worse  off  when 
they  gel  out  than  when  they  go 
in. 

—  Resist,  lune/.luly  1983 


Page  4  •  Gay  Community  News,  August  6,  1983 


Editorial - - 

The  Real  Scandal 


Scandal  buffs  have  certainly  had  their  fill  lately,  what  with  the 
recent  behavior  of  our  government  officials.  First  we  learn  that  a 
“mole”  working  for  Ronald  Reagan’s  presidential  campaign 
purloined  Jimmy  Carter’s  crib  notes  shortly  before  the  1980  cam¬ 
paign  debate.  And  then  comes  the  revelation  that  two  members  of 
Congress,  one  straight,  one  gay,  had  consensual  Sex  with  17-year- 
old  pages.  There  was  nothing  unusual  about  the  sensationalistic 
coverage  that  appeared,  in  morbid  detail,  in  mainstream  newspapers 
and  on  television  and  radio;  the  titillating  details  of  mundane  minor 
scandals  among  authority  figures  have  always  made  for  better  copy 
than  the  major  scandals  of  racism,  sexism,  homophobia  and 
militarism  we’re  much  more  accustomed  to. 

What  we  found  interesting  was  the  timing  of  these  latest  scan¬ 
dals.  While  a  U.S. -perpetrated  war  rages  throughout  Latin  America 
and  the  Reagan  Administration  announces  plans  to  send  4000 
troops  to  Honduras  for  “exercise,”  American  news  media  are 
bloated  with  stories  pondering  the  fine  philosophical  differences 
between  a  “stolen”  briefing  book  and  a  briefing  book  “provided” 
by  a  disillusioned  source  in  the  competing  camp.  While  the  CIA  at¬ 
tempts  to  provoke  violence  against  the  powers  of  self-determination 
in  El  Salvador  and  Nicaragua,  commentators  who  would  smile 
knowingly  at  a  secretary-pinching  executive  try  self-righteously  to 
determine  the  conditions  under  which  a  Congressperson  may  have 
sex. 

Rep.  Gerry  Studds,  a  leading  Congressional  critic  of  current 
U.S.  policy  in  Latin  America,  recently  found  himself  and  his  consti¬ 
tuents  distracted  from  issues  of  foreign  relations  by  a  public  Con¬ 


gressional  investigation  into  relations  of  an  entirely  different  sort _ 

Rep.  Studds’  own  sexual  relations  with  a  17-year-old  page  in  1973. 
In  a  courageous  statement,  Studds  acknowledged  on  the  House 
floor  both  the  existence  of  the  relationship  and  the  fact  that  he  is 
gay.  The  lesbian  and  gay  community  and  its  supporters  have  com¬ 
mended  Studds  for  coming  out.  But  Gerry  Studds  did  not  come  out 
of  the  closet  —  he  was  flushed  out. 

Gerry  Studds  questioned  U.S.  imperialism  in  Latin  America 
loudly  enough  to  earn  him  a  reputation  as  the  unofficial  Congres¬ 
sional  spokesperson  for  grass-roots  organizations  in  the  U.S.  sup¬ 
porting  liberation  movements  in  Nicaragua  and  El  Salvador.  And 
just  as  the  government  prepares  to  announce  plans  for  sending  over 
more  CIA  agents  and  more  soldiers,  the  selfsame  government  sud¬ 
denly  decides  to  release  the  results  of  a  year-old  investigation  of 
Studds’  relationship  with  a  page.  Oh  yes,  the  investigation  also 
determined  that  Republican  Rep.  Daniel  Crane  had  a  sexual  rela¬ 
tionship  with  a  female  page,  just  to  show  that  Congressional  witch¬ 
hunts  do  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  sexual  preference  or  party 
affiliation. 

What  a  well-planned  distraction  our  government  has  arranged 
for  us!  Divert  the  public  mind  with  “Debategate”  and  “Sexgate” 
decoys;  use  one  of  the  decoy  scandals  to  fan  the  flames  of 
homophobia  and  question  the  integrity  of  an  outspoken  critic.  And, 
while  those  guiltless  men  in  Washington  fill  the  pages  of  a  gullible 
press  with  talk  of  “the  integrity  of  freedom”  and  “belief  in  your 
leaders,”  a  smiling  CIA  handles  the  dirty  work  to  the  south. 


Community  Voices 


what’s  up? 

Dear  GCN, 

Several  months  ago  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Big 
Apple  Corps  received  a  phone  call  from  a  member 
of  Boston’s  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  March  com¬ 
mittee.  We,  having  led  New  York’s  march  every 
year  for  the  past  three  years,  and  having  made  a 
surprise  appearance  in  Boston’s  march  last  year, 
were  invited  to  return  to  Boston  for  this  year’s 
march.  We  were  asked  how  much  it  would  cost  to 
fly  our  45  member  band  to  Boston  ($1800),  and 
were  told  the  Boston  committee  would  help  pay 
our  way. 

We  came  to  Boston.  We  never  did  get  our  ex¬ 
penses  paid,  (although  we  were  kept  hanging  right 
up  until  the  last  minute)  but  we  flew  up  anyway, 
despite  the  fact  that  all  travel  expenses  were  out- 
of-pocket  to  band  members,  because  we  felt  that 
in  this  time  of  crisis  and  attacks  on  our  communi¬ 
ty,  unity  and  solidarity  are  important.  We  were 
promised  that  we  would  be  able  to  make  a  pitch 
for  money  and  pass  the  hat  at  the  rally.  (This  is  a 
small  gesture,  since  passing  the  hat  wouldn’t  (and 
didn’t)  begin  to  cover  our  air  fare,  but  an  impor¬ 
tant  gesture  nonetheless,  and  one  that  we  appreci¬ 
ated.) 

We  were,  in  fact  pleased  to  be  in  Boston,  and 
delighted  with  the  reception  we  received  from  the 
Hub’s  lesbian  and  gay  community,  both  in  the 
march  and  along  the  march  route.  Pleased  and 
delighted  that  is,  UNTIL  we  reached  the  rally, 
where  we  were  stunned  by  the  hostility  of  the  rally 
organizers. 

We  were  ordered  to  stop  playing  as  we  ap¬ 
proached  the  rally.  (Why  invite  a  marching  band 
if  you  don’t  want  them  to  play?)  W'e  were  refused 
permission  to  use  the  area  in  front  of  the  stage  for 
our  scheduled  15  minute  performance,  even 
though  there  was  plenty  of  room  for  us  and  lor 
the  hearing  impaired  and  physically  challenged, 
for  whom  the  space  had  been  set  aside.  (The  stage 
itself  was  much  too  small.)  And  finally,  when  the 
band  had  been  introduced  and  the  microphone 
vacated,  and  I  approached  the  mic  to  express  my 
thanks  and  ask  the  crowd  for  donations,  I  was 
held  back  and  questioned,  instead  of  being  per¬ 
mitted  to  speak  as  promised.  (There  could  have 
been  no  mistake  about  my  identity,  I  was  in  full 
band  uniform.) 

All  of  this  is  disappointing  enough,  and  1  would 
have  a  very  difficult  lime  convincing  the  Corps  to 
return  to  Boston,  even  if  all  our  expenses  were 
paid  in  advance.  The  last  straw  however,  is  the 
fact  that  GCN,  in  its  coverage  of  the  march  and 
rally  did  not  even  mention  that  we  were  there, 
along  with  the  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus,  the 
Choral  Majority.  Pilshaw  and  Sklamberg, . .  .etc. 

We’re  beginning  to  wonder  why  we  bothered. 
Viv  Sutherland 
President 

The  l  esbian  and  Gay  Big  Apple  Corps 
New  York  City,  NY 


Boston  Subscribers: 

Please  note  that  a  survey  form  from  the 
Boston  Project  is  in  your  envelope  this 
week.  This  is  part  of  the  assessment  of 
Boston’s  gay  community  conducted  by 
the  Mayor’s  Office. 


Have  a  Question? 
BOSTON  I.KSBIAN  AND 
GAY  HOTLINE 
6pm-Midnight,  Mon-Fri 
(617)  426-9371 


DOUBLE  SPACE 
YOUR  LETTERS!!! 

Gay  Community  News  welcomes  letters  to 
Community  Voices.  If  at  all  possible,  your 
letters  should  be  TYPED  AND  DOUBLE 
SPACED  and  kept  to  three  pages  (or  less!) 
in  length.  GCN  publishes  all  the  letters  it 
receives,  unedited,  on  a  space-available 
basis,  unless  they  contain  personal  attacks. 
Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published, 
but  names  will  be  withheld  upon  request. 
Address  letters  to: 

Community  Voices,  Gay  Community 
News,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston, 
MA  02111. 


Subscriptions/Renewals 

Sometimes  our  renewal  and  “Don’t 
Stop  Now”  notices  cross  your  checks  in 
the  mail  or  get  sent  out  late,  and  some¬ 
times,  it  seems,  the  demons  in  the  com¬ 
puter  give  us  renewal  labels  that  are  just 
plain  wrong. 

So,  before  you  panic  about  one  of  these 

notices,  check  the  label  (“left  = _ ”)  on 

your  brown  envelope.  It’s  more  likely  to 
be  accurate.  If  that  too  doesn’t  look  like 
the  right  number  of  issues  left,  send  us  a 
nice  note  (with  a  xerox  of  your  check,  if 
that’s  possible),  and  we’ll  fix  it  up. 
Thanx. 
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It  Feels  Good  to  sustain  GCN,  and  you  get  a  lot  back  from  us.  The 
pledge  form  below  gives  you  details,  and  artist  Jennifer  Camper  gives 
you  some  points  of  comparison.  Sustaining  GCN  feels  as  good  as  .  .  . 
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Writing  check  to  GCN 

1  A  A 

Coming  out  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  feels  good!  We  hope  to  see  you 
there.  Stop  by  our  GCN  table  to  buy  a  t-shirt,  poster,  or  soda  (no,  we 
haven't  come  out  with  a  GCN  cola .  . .  yet).  If  you  aren't  a  Sustainer  yet,  this 
is  the  perfect  time  to  become  one! 


The  1983  Gay  Community  News  Sustainer  Program 
Your  pledge  (minimum  $120  per  year)  brings  you: 


•a  one  year  subscription  to  GCN 

•  the  quarterly  sustainer 
newsletter 

•  two  introductory  gift  subs  to 
give  to  your  boss,  relatives, 
ex-lovers,  or  friends 


1  a  special  invitation  to  the 
Second  Annual  Sustainer  Party 


1  and  the  good  feeling  that 
comes  with  building  a  better 
paper  and  a  stronger  community. 


□  I  want  to  feel  good!  Sign  me  on  as  a  GCN  Sustainer  for  the  next  12 
months. 


□  We/I  pledge  to  make  quarterly  payments  of: 

_ _ $30  ($!20annually)  _ 

_ $50  ($200  annually)  _ 


.$100  ($400  annually) 
.$ _ 


□  We/I  would  like  to  arrange  the  following  payment  plan 


□  Enclosed  is  my  first  installment  of  $ 


Name* 


(The  minimum  pledge  is  $120  «t  year! 


Address 
City _ 


State 


Zip 


*As  with  all  GCN  <orres|M>ndence.  your  name  will  be  kepi  strictly  (ootidential  unless  you 
agree  otherwise  May  we  jXlWish  you/  nanre  in  our  quarterly  newsletter'  Yes  No 

Please  mail  coupon  and  payment  to:  GCN.  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  021 11. 
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Speaking  Out 


Militarism,  Feminism,  and  Homophobia 


By  Diane  Warnock 

The  following  is  composed  of  two  speeches,  given  at  Lesbian/Gay  Freedom  Day,  San 
Trancisco,  June  26,  1983;  and  at  the  Mother's  Day  Celebration  of  Life,  San  Francisco, 
May  8,  1983. 

Sisters  and  brothers,  I  want  to  talk  about  a  major  threat  to  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Right 
now  we  could  be  just  twenty  minutes  from  nuclear  annihilation.  By  the  end  of  this  year  the 
United  States  plans  to  place  in  Europe  first  strike  nuclear  missiles,  called  Ouiseand  Persh¬ 
ing.  These  new  weapons  will  make  the  Nuclear  Freeze  we  voted  for  hopeless.  That’s  why 
there  are  now  840  people,  many  lesbians  and  gay  men,  in  jail  for  civil  disobedience  at  the 
Lawrence  Livermore  Lab.  Today  in  jail  they’re  holding  their  own  Lesbian/Gay  Freedom 
Day  Parade! 

If  you’re  trying  to  decide  whether  to  take  action  for  disarmament  while  the  threat  of 
nuclear  war  hangs  over  our  heads  I  can  only  say,  “Don’t  die  wondering!’’  Lesbians  and  gay 
men  are  organizing  for  disarmament  for  the  same  reason  we  march  today:  We  want  our  love 
to  survive. 

Militarism  and  homophobia  both  stem  from  the  fear  of  loving  one’s  own  kind.  Les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  intuitively  understand  that  the  same  fear  produces  both  queer  bashing 
and  the  MX  missile.  This  fear  builds  borders  and  creates  enemies.  We  know  how  it  feels  to 
be  treated  as  enemies. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  naturals  at  peace  politics.  We 
know  how  to  defy  sanctions  about  who  we  should  and  should  not  love.  We’re  uniquely  able 
to  hear  the  double  message  in  the  statement,  “Make  America  a  man  again!’’  Because 
violence  has  been  used  against  us,  we’re  wary  of  violence.  We  seek  more  constructive  solu¬ 
tions  when  people  are  divided. 

By  our  loving,  lesbians  and  gay  men  challenge  not  only  homophobia.  By  our  loving  we 
also  challenge  the  fear  that  causes  militarism.  By  our  very  lives  we  prove  it’s  possible  to  love 
beyond  the  imposed  barriers.  Our  example  teaches  the  world  to  reach  across  political 
borders,  to  befriend  the  Russians.  In  challenging  homophobia  we’re  building  peace,  for  the 
heart  of  peacemaking  is  about  extending  the  possibilities  for  love. 

We  have  to  continue  to  cross  the  borders.  When  faced  with  homophobia  we  organize: 
We  talk  to  friends,  we  wear  buttons,  we  raise  the  issue  in  organizations  not  used  to  dealing 
with  it,  we  build  coalitions.  We  come  out  as  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Now  we’re  faced  with  the 
threat  of  nuclear  war,  and  we  must  come  out  as  peacemekers  too.  We  have  to  make  it 
perfectly  clear  today,  and  every  day,  wherever  we  are  that  we  are  gay  and  proud  and  we  are 
determined  to  survive!  We  are  determined  to  disarm.  If  we’re  to  have  any  future  we  must 
strengthen  the  ties,  we  must  break  the  chains,  we  can  and  must  dismantle  the  bombs. 

•  •  • 

I  am  holding  in  the  palm  of  my  hand  a  shell  that  was  given  to  me  by  my  friend  Barbara 
Deming.  And  somewhere  deep  within  me  is  the  memory  of  a  time  when  life  was  as  simple  as 
it  was  for  the  creature  which  once  dwelled  within  the  womb  of  this  shell.  And  there  also, 
deep  within  me,  lies  a  terror  that  causes  me  to  pray  that  we  will  never  be  returned  to  a  form 
of  life  so  simple  by  anything  other  than  the  natural  turn  of  ecology,  never  by  nuclear  war.  In 
her  wonderful  book.  Remembering  Who  We  Are,  Barbara  Deming  wrote, 

[W]e  have  dared  to  remember — and  to  hold  in  remembrance — the  truth  that 
we  were  born  of  the  flesh  of  our  mothers;  and  dared  to  affirm  that  we  were  born 
(all  of  us  alike)  to  seek  a  communion  with  one  another  that  can  be  learned  (and 
learned  without  need  of  words)  from  that  bond  that  existed  with  our  mothers. . .  I 
think  our  bodies  remember  that  we  are  both  our  own  selves  and  more  than  our 
selves,  are  also  those  who  are  mother  to  us  and  those  to  whom  we  in  turn  can  learn 
to  mother. . .  I  think  our  bodies  remember,  from  that  earliest  time,  not  possession 
but  communion.  I  think  it  is  this  manner  of  extending  ourselves  for  which  we  all 
feel  nostalgia. 

In  this  spirit,  I  want  to  wish  you  all  a  very  happy  Mother’s  Day,  in  memory  of  that  time 
when  each  of  us  was  mothered,  in  memory  of  those  times  when  everyone  of  us  has 
mothered,  in  commemoration  of  many  such  times  to  come. 

But  now  I  recall  those  who  are  not  here  with  us  today,  women  like  my  own  mother.  I 
remember  the  year  my  mother  broke  her  arm  on  Mother’s  Day  and  she  didn’t  tell  any  of  us 
because  she  didn’t  want  to  ruin  our  time;  so  instead  she  wore  her  shawl  all  day  long,  covering 
her  swollen  limb  so  we  wouldn’t  know  her  pain.  And  as  I  prepared  my  remarks  for  today  I 
resolved  that,  for  my  mother’s  sake,  and  for  all  those  like  her,  I  would  not  hide  our  pain  on 
this  day. 

If  we’re  going  to  make  it  we’ve  got  to  reach  women  like  my  mother.  And  that’s  going  to 
be  hard  because  my  mother  has  been  in  hiding  like  many  other  women  in  this  country.  She 
lives  in  fear,  locked  in  her  house,  terrified  of  rape,  terrified  of  street  crime,  terrified  of  fall¬ 
ing  sick  and  being  unable  to  cover  the  bills,  the  gun  of  poverty  held  against  her  head.  If  we 
are  committed  to  disarmament  then  we  must  end  the  war  against  women  that  has  kept  my 
mother  and  so  many  more  like  her  locked  in  their  homes. 

We  must  reach  those  women  who  have  been  battered  for  decades  because  thay  wanted 
to  believe  that  their  love  ran  deeper  than  their  anger.  At  the  same  time  we  cannot  stand  for 
another  kind  of  beating  that  can  appear  to  be  security  or  protection,  so  out  of  loving  trust  we 
risk  it:  Nuclear  war.  No,  if  feminism  is  about  anything  it  is  resisting  violence  against  women: 
all  women,  all  violence,  whether  or  not  they  asked  for  it,  consented  to  it,  or  never  resisted, 
whether  they  are  considered  innocent  or  guilty. 

One  out  of  four  women  in  this  country  will  be  raped  in  her  lifetime.  That  militarism  ex¬ 
ists,  that  our  precious  planet  Earth  has  been  raped,  that  indigenous  peoples  all  over  the 
world  have  been  colonized  is,  in  part,  I  believe,  because  men  can  get  away  with  raping 
women  and  still  call  it  “making  love.”  We  cannot  let  this  word,  this  world,  be  taken  away 
from  us,  be  so  denegrated. 

I  ask  that  we  remember  what  Adrienne  Rich  has  said,  “We  have  been  penalized,  vilified 
and  mocked,  not  for  hating  men,  but  for  loving  women.  The  meaning  of  our  love  for 
women  is  what  we  have  constantly  to  expand.”  She  said  it  as  a  lesbian,  and  as  a  feminist.  I 
too  say  it  as  a  lesbian,  and  as  a  feminist,  but  also  as  a  pacifist. 

And  since  it  is  Mother’s  Day,  and  since  so  many  mothers  have  stood  beatings  for  so 
many  years  because  they  were  mothers,  out  of  devotion  and  self-sacrifice  for  their  children, 
I’ll  tell  you  something:  It’s  not  because  I  think  violence  is  morally  wrong  that  I  resist  it.  It’s 
because  it  doesn’t  achieve  my  objectives.  But  I  will  not  condemn  those  who  violently  lash 
out  in  self-defense  or  against  injustice.  Neither  will  1  embrace  these  as  my  tools  for  self¬ 
protection  or  social  change.  It  is  an  irony  which  need  not  be  self-sacrificing  that  violent 
minds  are  changed  by  loving  hearts.  It  should  never  be  considered  the  responsibility  of  the 
would-be  victim  to  provide  that  love.  What  I  am  saying  is  that  men  must  love  each  other  and 
work  out  of  respect  for  what  is  good  in  each  man  to  oppose  sexism  and  violence  against 
women. 

When  men  get  in  touch  with  their  humaness  there  is  deep  grief  at  ever  having  been  forced 
into  the  role  of  oppressor.  Part  of  the  armament  of  sexism  is  training  men  not  to  feel  grief, 
especially  military  men,  and  it  is  a  profound  act  of  disarmament  to  assist  in  revealing  a 
man’s  essential  humanity. 

Similarly,  1  am  saying  that  it  is  white  people  who  must  be  working  with  those  whites 
whose  racist  attitudes  oppress  people  of  color.  Gentiles  must  work  to  overcome  anti¬ 
semitism.  People  with  money  or  education  must  undo  the  class  conditioning  that  is  so  hurt¬ 
ful  to  poor  and  working  class  people.  And  heterosexuals  must  deal  with  problems  in  getting 
close  to  people  of  their  own  sex. 

We  must  address  all  this  and  more  because  the  complicated  truth  is  that  people  hurt 
each  other  because  they  themselves  have  been  hurt.  We  can  leave  no  area  of  our  attitudes 
unexamined,  open  to  the  possibility  of  our  beine  divided  against  each  other. 

This  is  what  nonviolent  action  is  about.  We  would  be  mistaken  were  we  to  think  that 
disarmament  activism  is  enough.  War  may  be  where  many  lives  end,  but  it  is  not  where  the 
problem  of  militarism  begins.  Survival  begins  at  home:  It  is  a  daily  issue. 


We  also  have  to  see  that  the  notion  of  “nuclear  madness"  seems  to  indicate  that  atomic 
war  is  an  aberration  of  the  military-industrial  complex  rather  than  part  of  a  system  which 
cares  not  for  people.  The  Number  One  priority  of  the  U.S.  military  is  to  protect  and  expand 
the  interests  and  influence  of  U.S-based  corporate  power.  It  is  not  a  verification  of  weapons 
which  we  need  to  ensure  disarmament,  it’s  a  verification  of  trust,  which  is  impossible  to  at¬ 
tain  as  long  as  three  percent  of  our  population  controls  eighty-five  percent  of  the  wealth,  as 
is  now  the  case. 

In  a  sincere  attempt  to  appeal  to  as  many  people  as  possible,  and  out  of  a  Middle  Glass 
bias,  the  disarmament  movement  has  made  the  mistake  of  largetting  militarism  as  a  form  or 
oppression,  when,  in  fact,  the  whole  military-industrial  complex  is  a  tool  of  oppression. 
There  are  large  numbers  of  people  who  will  not  survive  today.  When  we  say  we  are  mobiliz¬ 
ing  for  survival,  to  be  honest  we  must  be  dealing  with  daily  survival  issues  as  well  as  nuclear 
disarmament. 

We  cannot  solve  the  problem  of  militarism  and  nuclear  war  without  the  support  of  poor 
people,  prople  of  color  and  working  class  people.  These  are  the  ones  who  can  resist  at  the 
most  ci  ucial  steps — the  point  of  deployment,  the  point  of  dispatch;  can  refuse  to  join  the 
military  and  itscompanion  industry — but  only  if  there  is  a  mechanism  for  incredible  support 
both  moral  and  financial 

The  Right  Wing  knows  this  and  that’s  why  it  has  targetted  working  class  people  with  its 
strategy  to  romanticize  and  exploit  sex  role  polarities,  to  make  America  a  man  again.  They 
have  underscored  the  critical  relationship  women’s  liberation  has  to  peace  and  survival,  f  em¬ 
inism  is  crucial  to  disarmament  because  we  must  dismantle  mental  as  well  as  military 
weapons. 

Today  is  a  very  special  day  for  me.  I  was  born  on  Mother’s  day  thirty  years  ago.  And  so 
1  use  this  day  to  celebrate  my  birthright  (not  my  right  to  be  born,  for  I  beleivc  only  mothers 
should  hold  that)  but  my  right  once  I  was  born— the  fundamental  right  to  breathe.  And  so  I 
invite  you  to  celebrate  and  join  with  me  in  a  conspiracy.  The  word  conspiracy  means 
“ breathing  together."  It  is  the  original  act  of  mother  and  child.  If  we  are  to  survive  in  peace 
we  must  partake  of  this  sacred  conspiracy. 

Happy  Mother’s  Day. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


Community  Voice 


s 


minors 


Dear  GCN, 

The  Studds  censure  and  (he  recent  NAMBLA- 
related  controversy  on  the  Cape  raise  a  moral 
issue  that  should  be  of  concern  to  a  responsible 
Gay  Community  which  is  campaigning  for  equal 
rights  with  and  for  open  participation  in  main¬ 
stream  America.  That  issue  is  whether  we  should 
require  ourselves  to  conform  to  certain  societal 
norms;  and  specifically  here,  to  the  acceptable 
moral  standard  that  we  refrain  from  sexual  activi¬ 
ty  with  minors. 

Many  youths  are  struggling  with  coming  out  or 
are  openly  gay.  They  deserve  our  support  and 
understanding.  I  am  not  speaking  of  them  here. 
Many  gay  adults  experience  an  obsessive  attrac¬ 
tion  to  children  akin  "to  the  heterosexual  disease 
named  child  molestation.  The'y  deserve  our  sup¬ 
port  and  understanding.  I  am  not  speaking  of 
them  here.  And  many  other  mutually  consenting 
gay  adults  enjoy  recreational  sex.  I  am  not  speak¬ 
ing  of  them  here. 

Rather,  1  am  addressing  an  attitude,  prevalent 
among  us,  called  hedonism.  Its  expression  is  that, 
if  it  feels  good,  do  it — with  whomever,  wherever, 
and  under  whatever  circumstances.  And  it  is  pre¬ 


cipitated  by  the  kind  of  instant  gratification  and 
approval  needed  by  a  group,  ostracized  by  main¬ 
stream  society.  Granted  that  heterosexual  atti¬ 
tudes  continue  to  be  quite  Victorian,  its  hedon¬ 
istic  counterpart  among  gays  leads  only  to  sexual 
anarchy  and  further  ostraeizalion. 

Every  arena  of  human  activity  involves  kinds 
of  self-discipline  to  achieve  the  objectives  and  in¬ 
terests  of  the  participants.  As  we  begin  to  obtain 
some  equal  rights  and  some  participation  openly 
in  mainstream  society,  we  need  to  practice  some 
sexual  self-discipline  and  respect  for  those  who 
arc  “different”  from  us.  We  have  come  a  long 
way  from  our  “sissy"  and  “queenly”  image  of 
the  fifties.  It  would  be  a  mistake  to  ultimately  lose 
the  struggle  of  gay  pride  because  we  were  unable 
or  unwilling  to  adjust  to  the  realities  of  the  real 
world. 

I,  for  one,  am  gay.  And  I  am  proud  to  be  gay. 
But  1  cannot  condone  sexual  activities  with 
minors  by  either  gays  or  straights. 

.lack  Plante 
Boston,  MA 


AIDS  Resource  List 

AIDS  Action  Committee  —  16 

Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02115,  267-7573 
Education  and  support  group 
for  people  with  AIDS,  their 
families,  lovers,  friends  and 
health  care  providers.  Provides 
speakers,  conducts  forums, 
rap  groups,  hospice-trained 
volunteers,  hotline  information 
and  referrals.  Associated  with 
the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center. 

AIDS  Action  Line  —  5 36-7733 
AIDS  Action  Committee  ser¬ 
vice,  information,  referrals  and 
befriending  about  AIDS.  Train¬ 
ed  volunteers. 

AIDS  Benefit  Review  Commit¬ 
tee  —(267-7573)  or  (725-4849) 
Joint  subcommittee  of 
Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS 
and  AIDS  Action  Committee  to 
coordinate  AIDS  fundraisers, 
monitor  process  and  review 
results.  All  groups  of  in¬ 
dividuals  planning  AIDS  fund¬ 
raisers  are  encouraged  to  coor¬ 
dinate  their  efforts  with  the 
subcommittee. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  — 

6:00  pm  to  midnight,  M-F 
(426-9371) 

Provides  information  on  AIDS, 
makes  referrals.  Associated 


with  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counsel¬ 
ing  Services. 

Haitian  Committee  on  AIDS  in 
Massachusetts  —  117  Harvard 
Street,  Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(436-2808) 

Provices  information,  refer¬ 
rals,  support  and  emergency 
assistance  to  Haitians  with 
AIDS  and  their  families. 
Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS  — 
Room  608,  Boston  City  Hall, 
Boston,  MA  02201  ( 725-4849 ) 
Coordinates  efforts  of  federal, 
state,  and  city  health  agen¬ 
cies,  produces  educational 
material,  collects  data  on 
cases,  reviews  policy.  Um¬ 
brella  organization.  Media 
outlet.  Conducts  forums  and 
provides  speakers. 

National  Gay  Task  Force 
Hotline  —  (1-800-221-7044) 

Toll  free  national  hotline  run  by 
NGTF  to  provide  information 
and  referrals 

Springfield  Downtown 
Ministry  /Council  of  Churches 

—  293  Bridge  Street  Room  205, 
Springfield,  MA  01103-1402 
(737-4125) 

Counseling  and  referrals. 
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Theater - 

Company ,  A  ll  Night  Strut 


Gay  Sensibility,  Straight  Imitation 


The  All  Night  Strut.  Conceived, 
directed,  and  choreographed  by 
Fran  Charnas.  With  Andrea  Dan- 
ford,  David  Montague,  Karen 
Murphy,  Tony  Rich.  A  t  The  Next 
Move  Theater. 

by  Michael  Bronski 

The  All  Night  Strut  is  billed  as  a 
“classy,  sassy  musical  celebration 
of  the  1930s  and  ’40s.”  It  played 
Boston  four  years  ago  for  over  a 
year  and  a  half  (making  it  the 
town’s  second  longest  running 
musical)  and  has  returned  from 
touring  the  rest  of  the  country. 
Strut  features  an  equally  balanced 
multi-racial,  intra-sexual  cast  who 
literally  strut,  swoop,  and  railroad 
their  way  through  29  pop  hits 
from  the  past.  The  four  songsters 
are  elegantly  draped  first  in  high-, 
fashion  ’40s  outfits  and  then, 
after  intermission,  in  high-fashion 
formal  wear.  They  swing,  be-bop, 
and  jitterbug  with  grace  and  ease 
through  most  of  the  numbers  and 
their  varied  talents  are  more  than 
evident:  they  have  verve,  excellent 
syncopation,  strong,  clear  voices 
and  a  pleasing  stage  presence. 
Why  is  it,  then,  that  upon  leaving 
the  theater  you  don’t  feel  as 
though  you’ve  been  out  on  the 
town  but,  rather,  that  you’ve 
spent  two  hours  in  a  cuisinart? 

The  trouble  with  The  All  Night 
Strut  lies  not  so  much  in  its  flow¬ 
ering  but  in  its  roots.  Somewhere 
in  the  mid-70s  the  notion  of  nos¬ 


talgia  and  elegance  caught  the 
public  fancy.  Bette  Midler  had 
made  a  hit  with  the  Andrew  Sis¬ 
ters  oldie  “Boogie  Woogie  Bugle 
Boy”;  the  Pointer  Sisters  sang 
swing-type  songs  and  dressed  in 
’40s  clothing  worn  by  women  of 
color;  the  Manhatten  Transfer, 
decked  in  formal  tux  and  tie,  did  a 
modified  version  of  Lamberts, 
Hendricks  and  Ross  jazz  num¬ 
bers;  and  even  Diana  Ross 
brought  about  a  certain  chicness 
of  the  period  with  her  totally  inac¬ 
curate  portrait  of  Billie  Holiday  in 
Lady  Sings  the  Blues.  Most  of 
these  (the  exception,  somewhat, 
was  Ross  in  Lady)  came  out  of  gay 
disco/fashion-oriented  trend¬ 
makers  in  New  York  (the  Studio 
54,  Interview,  and  W  crowd). 
Somehow  popular  culture  was  at 
loose  ends  and  people  turned  to 
the  past  to  fill  in  the  gap.  But 
while  Midler  used  past  popular 
culture  to  comment  upon  the  con¬ 
temporary,  and  the  Pointer  Sisters 
were  resurrecting  and  honoring  an 
older  image  of  black  women, 
much  of  the  nostalgia  craze  was  a 
turning  from  the  present  to  the 
past,  finding  value  in  it  for  being 


purely  the  past  (“But  my  dear,  it’s 
so  ’40s.”).  This  comes  close  to 
being  “camp,”  but  it  is  camp 
without  the  irony,  without  the 
double-edged  understanding  that 
camp  brings  to  itself. 

Almost  all  of  the  songs  in  The 
All  Night  Strut  are  wonderful: 
“Ain’t  Misbehavin’,”  “A  Fine 
Romance,”  “Minnie  the 
Moocher,”  “I’ll  Be  Seeing  You,” 
“In  the  Mood,”  “Jave  Jive.”  But 
they  have  no  context.  They  aren’t 
presented  chronologically  so  they 
aren’t  a  history  of  American 
music;  they  aren’t  a  tribute  to  an 
idea,  a  notion,  or  a  composer  (the 
way  that  the  lamentable  Cole  was 
last  year);  they  are  just  a  bunch  of 
good  songs  strung  together,  and 
because  it  takes  two  hours  you  can 
call  it  a  show.  Like  the  Manhattan 
Transfer,  The  All  Night  Strut 
seems  to  think  that  nostalgia  and 
elegance  (or  a  fake  sort  of  play 
elegance)  mean  something  in  and 
of  themselves.  It’s  trendiness  all 
hyped  up  with  nowhere  to  go. 

But  the  real  loss  here  is  the 
music.  After  deciding  that  all  the 
songs  were  from  the  “swing  era,” 
Continued  on  page  <V 


Company.  Music  and  lyrics  by 
Stephen  Sondheim.  Book  by 
George  Furth.  Musical  direction 
by  Gerald  Moshell.  Staging  and 
choreography  by  Scott  Collishaw. 
At  the  4S  Festival,  Agassiz 
Theater. 

Stephen  Sondheim’s  Company 
is,  among  many  other  things,  a 
wonderful  example  of  how  past 
musical  forms  and  types  can  be 
used  with  great  success.  One  of  the 
first  “concept  musicals”  —  that 
is,  built  around  a  notion  rather 
than  a  linear  narration  line  — 
Company  hit  Broadway  in  1970. 
Up  until  then  (with  the  exception 
of  Hair  the  year  before)  most 
musicals  were  followed  the  boy- 
meets-girl,  etc.  formula.  There 
were  some  twists  every  now  and 
then:  in  Moss  Hart’s  and  Kurt 
Weill’s  Lady  in  the  Dark,  boy 
meets  girl,  girl  tells  her  dreams  to 
her  psychoanalyst  in  terms  of  big 
musical  production  numbers,  but 
boy  gets  girl  as  soon  as  she  gets  off 
the  couch.  But  generally,  plots 
towed  a  heterosexual  party  line 
with  an  obligatory  happy  ending. 

Company  fractured  this  notion 
of  musical  comedy.  It’s  structure  is 
more  of  a  Strindburg  dream  play, 
a  Luis  Bunuel  film  or  a  series  of 
Busby  Berkley  production  num¬ 
bers  (none  of  which  are  particular¬ 
ly  mutually  exclusive).  Robert,  the 
leading  man,  is  a  New  York  City 
bachelor  whose  best  friends  are 


five  married  couples.  Throughout 
the  play  —  really  a  series  of  skits 
with  his  35th  birthday  party  as  a 
returning  focal  point  —  he  views 
all  of  the  marriages,  his  own  rela¬ 
tionships,  and  endures  the 
pressure  he  feels  from  his  friends 
to  join  them  in  the  ranks  of  con¬ 
nubial  bliss.  George  Furth’s  book 
is  a  love/hate  letter  to  marriage, 
but  mostly  hate.  Although  most  of 
the  people  admit  that  they  are  both 
“sorry/grateful”  for  getting  hit¬ 
ched,  the  marriages  themselves  are 
a  pretty  unhealthy  lot.  The  show’s 
one  concession  is  that  you  pro¬ 
bably  need  someone  to  feel  fully 
alive,  but  marriage  hardly  seems 
the  answer. 

What  made  Company  particu¬ 
larly  groundbreaking,  besides  its 
structure,  was  the  gay  subtext  (and 
this  is  a  year  after  Stonewall,  when 
such  thoughts  were  floating  closer 
to  the  collective  unconscious). 
Throughout  the  play  Robert  keeps 
refusing  to  get  married.  He  does 
have  girl  friends  but  they  are  never 
“right”;  his  married  male  friends 
project  their  own  heterosexual 
fantasies  upon  him,  their  wives 
Continued  on  page  X 
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is  available  on  microfilm 

□  $22.  volume  (indiv) 

□  $28.  volume  (inst.) 

□  $200.  complete  set 
of  vols.  1-9 
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GCN 
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Meet  New  Friends  and/or  Possible  Lover 
EXCEPTIONAL  SERVICE  FOR  A  LOW  FEE 


Discreet  •  Confidential  •  Individualized 
—  Non-Computerized  — 

For  Application  and  Information,  mail  $2.  to: 

F  &  L  Inc. 

P.0.  Box  292 
North  Andover,  MA  01845 

'  covering  Northeastern  Region 

(603)  893-7449  (  617)  739-2200, x631 

24  hour  counselor  on  call 


%Pe 


FOR 

PATIOS  •  RETAINING  WALLS  •  HEDGES 
PLANTINGS  •  CHILDREN'S  PLAY  AREAS 
DECKS  •  WALKS  •  FENCES  •  TRELLISES 

Call  776-6377 

for 

CREATIVE  DESIGN  & 

CONSTRUCTION  SUPERVISION 
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ATTENTION!! 

ALL  CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISERS 

As  of  Volume  11.  Number  1,  the 
classified  rates  go  up  Any  ads 
received  with  incorrect  payments 
will  be  returned,  so  it  is  to  your  ad 
vantage  to  pay  at  the  new  rates 
(See  ad  form.)  This  was  a  necessary 
increase  We  hope  it  will  not  pinch 
anyone  loo  seriously  Thank  you  lor 
your  patience  and  cooperation  . 
and  your  money!! 


XANADU 
GRAPHICS 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 

•  Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 

•  Camera  Ready  Mechanical 

1 43  Albany  Street,  Cambridge  661  -6975 


Phototypesetting 


Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 


FOREX 


J  A\/ 1"  I  Weekdays  9-6 
nUr^V  EbLb  Saturday  10-2:30 


ALL  AIRLINES  •  AMTRAK  •  HOTELS  • 
LOWEST  PRICES  •  NO  SERVICE  CHARGE 


One  Week  WINDJAMMER 
GAY  CRUISES 
From  $4.25  plus  air 


West  Indies. 

Bahamas _ 

Virgins 


8/30 
_  10/1 
12/20 


San  Juan  Round  Trip  $269. 

LONDON  ONE  WAY 
FROM  $179.50 
PARIS  ROUND  TRIP 

FROM  $398.00  _ 

SERVING  THE  BOSTON  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1964 

ALL  AIRLINES  LOWEST  PRICES  NO  SERVICE  CHG. 


Boston’s  Friendliest  and  Economy  Minded  Agency 


AUSTRALIA  Round  Trip 
from  $970. 00  allowing 
stops  in  L.A.,  Honolulu, 
Fiji,  and  Auckland. 


Plumbing 

&heafing 

! 


DOG 

TRAINING  DONE  AT  YOUR  HOME  OR  OFFICE.  RESULTS  IN 
A  BETTER  TRAINED  COMPANION. 

SPECIAL  TRAINING  PROJECTS  DONE  FOR  THE 
GOVERNMENT  OF  BERMUDA.  LOCAL  REFERENCES. 

SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED  542-5994 
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825-7600  6*=^ 
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Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T  V  &  Stereo  at  lowest 
trices  ANYWHERE1  Outside  antenna  mstalla- 
lon  a  specialty  Moss  Tech  lie  901 
Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price1 

t  ree  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  RIVER!  ST.,  BEACON  HIU 
Boston  Tel.  523-2187 
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The  Death  of  a  Struggling  Sissie 


Dennis  Melba’son  wears  the  shawl  he  made,  which  became  a  ritual  ob¬ 
ject  at  fairy  gatherings. 

.  By  Faygele  ben  Miriam 

first  met  Dennis  when  he  and 
some  of  his  roommates  arrived  for 
th^  Faggots  and  Class  Struggle 
conference  at  Wolf  Creek,  Oregon 
back  in  1976.  They  had  not  made 
advance  registration,  which  went 
against  the  rules  of  the  conference, 
sotjiere  was  a  major  circle  around 
wh<^  would  be  allowed  into  the 
conference.  An  older  man, 
smallish,  wrapped  in  a  shawl,  puf¬ 
fing  away  on  a  cigarette,  hunched 
over,  looking  up  and  out  of 
himself  when  addressing  the  circle,  ' 
peering  through  wire-rimmed 
glasses.  We  didn’t  get  to  spend  a 
whole  lot  of  time  together  then, 
but  said  to  each  other  that  we 
wanted  to  connect  in  future 
travels.  It  was  at  that  conference 
that  three  of  the  participants, 
older  men  all,  formed  an  older 
men’s  caucus  and  prepared  a  state¬ 
ment  for  the  larger  gathering. 

Dennis  was  one  of  those  three. 

That  idea  of  ageing  (I’m  using 
the  preferred  spelling  of  the  Grey 
Panthers)  was  something  that  was 
obviously  on  his  mind.  For 
Dennis, who  lived  at  that  time  in 
Fayetteville,  Arkansas  where  the 
“out”  gay  community  was  never 
large,  being  political  and  openly 
gay  meant  that  he  was  invariably 
among  the  oldest  of  any  gathering. 

He  was  certainly  the  oldest  man  in 
the  collective.  Mulberry  House. 

And  over  the  years  that  I  knew 
him,  he  found  himself  feeling  left 
out  more  and  more  often  because^ 
of  his  age.  Although  he  was  quite' 
irascible  on  the  subject  of  being  ig¬ 
nored  by  his  younger  political  gay 
brothers,  we  were  able  to  com¬ 
municate  on  the  issue,  perhaps 
because  I  was  closer  in  age  to  him 
than  most  of  the  circle(s)  that  we 
travelled  with. 

He  later  moved  to  New  Orleans 
(that’s  a  shorthand  that  covers 
many  different  life  experiences) 
and  with  a  group  of  faggots 
became  known  as  LaSIS,  or  Loui¬ 
siana  Sissies  in  Struggle.  And  in 
struggle  they  were  —  with  the 
world,  with  each  other,  with 
themselves.  1  know  of  no  other 
group  of  men  who  were  so  con¬ 
sciously  and  self-consciously 
political,  at  least  since  the  early 
days  of  this  gay  liberation  move¬ 
ment,  and  perhaps  not  even  then. 

They  tried  to  hammer  out  a 
workable  collective  process.  They 
also,  as  if  trying  to  establish  a  new 
life/family  form  wasn’t  enough, 
were  always  in  the  forefront  of 
political  struggles.  Some  of  you 


may  have  .read  about  them  in¬ 
various  publications,  or  heard 
about  them  from  their  television 
appearance.  I  remember  hearing 
from  them  that  the  decision  to 
make  a  television  appearance,  as  a 
group,  engendered  much  internal 
discussion;  they  also  went  about 
asking  the  opinions  of  various  of 
us  outside  the  collective,  as  they 
were  afraid  that  they  would  not 
have  the  strength  to  overcome 
whatever  power  the  media  have  to 
overwhelm  and  change 
facts/situations  to  suit  their  own 
fancy. 

We  also  heard  from  them  about 
supporting  a  teachers’  strike,  go¬ 
ing  to  the  demonstration  as  an 
openly  gay  contingent,  and  having 
to  deal  with  some  of  the  ramifica¬ 
tions  of  that  at  the  demonstration. 
Then,  later  that  year,  1  was  visiting 
them  in  New  Orleans,  and  there 
was  a  planned  KKK  demonstration 
at  a  prominent  downtown  white 
supremacy  monument,  and  there 
was  also  a  planned 
counterdemonstration.  We  decid¬ 
ed  to  go,  after  circling  and  much 
talk,  as  the  openly  gay,  nay,  fairy 
folk  that  we  were,  even  though  the 
other  anti-Klan  folks  could 
possibly  be  as  anti-gay  as  the  Klan. 
It  didn’t  turn  out  that  way,  but  the 
whole  process  exhibited  that  style 
of  considering  all  contingencies, 
long  political  discussions,  with 
much  consideration  also  paid  to 
the  personal. 

I  also  recall  an  article  that  they 
submitted  to  RFD  —  with  strict 
stipulations  that  no  changes  be 
made  without  consulting  them. 
They  had  already  gone  through  an 
interminable  process  of  hammer¬ 
ing  out  this  document,  and  when 
they  said  that,  I  knew  what  that 
entailed. 

There  was  also  trouble  with  the 
police:  charges  of  nakedness  when 
there  was  a  school  right  across  the 
street.  Politically  trumped-up 
charges,  but  they  took  their  toll  of 
energy,  energy  that  could  have 
been  used  more  creatively  in 
political  directions. 

Indeed,  trying  to  integrate  the 
political  and  personal,  while  being 
so  completely  aware  of  all  the  isms 
that  everyone  is  always  talking 
about  but  not  doing  about;  while 
flaming  about  the  city,  being  so 
obviously  queer;  indeed,  pushing 
to  change  the  very  language  that 
we  all  spoke.  If  something  was 
“clear,”  it  was  now  referred  to  as 
“queer.”  Dennis  complained  that 


our  culture  saw  things  only  in 
polar  absolutes:  right  vs.  wrong, 
black  vs.  white;  as  a  way  of 
countering  that,  we  started  to  take 
the  word  “but”  out  of  our 
vocabulary,  replacing  it  with 
“and”  and  occasionally  with  a 
more  suitable  word.  At  first  it 
sounded  funny,  after  so  many 
years  of  relying  on  “but”;  it  did 
make  it  easier  to  comprehend  and 
understand  things  once  that 
changeover  was  made.  Words  — 
names:  he  changed  his  last  name  to 
Melba’son  to  show  his  matrilineal 
roots. 

For  all  the  concentration  on 
isms,  including  racism,  classism, 
ageism,  the  one  that  probably 
stood  out  most  clearly  was  his  deep 
and  abiding  commitment  to 
feminism.  Sally  Gearhart,  not 
known  for  her  over-willingness  to 
work  with  men,  publicly  proclaim¬ 
ed  that  she  enjoyed  working  with 
LaSIS.  Dennis  and  one  of  his 
roommates  took  special  training  to 
deal  with  rape  victims  and  the  male 
friends  of  rape  victims.  At  times, 
when  the  larger  gay  community 
was  being  its  usual  reformist  self 
and  Dennis  was  at  odds  with  them, 
his  closest  ties  were  with  political 
women.  Later  on  in  life,  he  began 
to  involve  himself  in  Wicca.  He  ex¬ 
plored  the  past  of  goddess  and 
goddesses,  in  place  of  the  Judeo- 
Xian  patriarchal  god. 

In  Fayetteville,  Dennis  was 
teaching  the  collective  how  to  in¬ 
dex  books,  so  that  they  could  have 
a  “cottage  industry”;  this  was 
something  he  had  been  trained  in 
doing.  Interestingly,  this  also  has 
its  political  aspects;  when  you  look 
in  an  index,  if  you  do  as  1  do,  you 
immediately  look  under  certain 
code  words,  e.g.,  homosexuality. 
If  the  indexer  has  the  typical  bias 
of  our  culture,  you  won’t  find 
anything,  and  could  assume  that 
there  was  nothing  relevant  in  this 
book  at  all  on  that  subject.  Aha! 
It’s  all  in  the  mind  of  the  indexer. 
Thus,  he  tried  to  open  up  to  the 
rest  of  us  what  actually  lay  hidden 
in  tomes  we  would  otherwise 
perhaps  not  read.  In  New  Orleans, 
for  a  long  time  he  worked  as  a 
waiter  —  he  would  talk  about  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  customers  in  ways  that 
were  not  traditional,  such  as  talk¬ 
ing  directly  with  the  woman  of  a 
couple,  asking  her  what  she 
wanted,  rather  than  the  typical 
way  of  asking  the  male  escort  what 
“she”  wants.  He  would  also  lean 
over  just  enough  to  let  his  blouse 
fall  away  from  his  shoulder  so  that 
the  small  tattoo  there  would 
become  visible  to  the  woman.  He 
did  say  that  many  male  customers 
did  resent  his  attitude,  but  the 
women  didn’t,  which  of  course 
made  it  all  worthwhile  for  him. 
Most  recently,  he  had  been  a  legal 
secretary. 

Various  gatherings-goers  may 
know  of  a  beautifully  crocheted 
shawl  that  we  use  as  a  ritual  object 
—  Cernunnos.  That  was  a  con¬ 
tribution  of  Dennis’;  on  our  last 
visit  he  complained  that  one  of  the 
problems  of  ageing  was  that  his 
eyesight  was  not  as  good  as  it  had 
been,  and  for  him  that  meant  that 
he  wouldn’t  be  able  to  do  the 
needlework  that  he  had  heretofore 
done.  Quilts,  crocheting,  all  pro¬ 
ductive  work. 

And  not  only  productive,  but  a 
way  of  turning  inward,  away  from 
the  larger  community  that  he  so 
often  felt  neglected  him.  There 
was  in  Dennis  a  strong  streak  of 
~  the  tragic  queen.  Many  a  time  he 
wouldn’t  go  to  gatherings  or  par¬ 
ties,  saying  he  preferred  to  sit  at 
home  alone  working  on  some  pro¬ 
ject  or  reading,  rather  than  put 
himself  in  the  postion  of  being  re¬ 
jected,  primarily  on  the  basis  of  his 
age,  but  also  on  the  basis  of  his 
politics,  which  were,  after  all,  not 
shared  by  the  larger  community. 
And  perhaps  all  of  that  is  to  our 
loss. 

LaSIS  recently  sent  out  a  letter 
informing  the  world  that  LaSIS  no 
longer  existed.  Fragmentation; 
people  moving  in  different  direc¬ 


tions,  politically,  personally, 
geographically.  I  gathered  there 
was  some  bitterness.  On  my  last 
visit  with  them  while  they  still  all 
lived  together,  Dennis  and  one  of 
the  other  men  were  not  talking  — 
the  tension  in  the  house  was  tangi¬ 
ble. Nothing  was  being  done  to 
change  it,  either.  Dennis  retreated 
to  his  room,  writing  voluminous 
letters  to  a  friend  in  prison.  That 
prisoner  became  his  outlet,  his 
dreams  for  the  future  for  himself. 
He  sent  many  of  us  letters,  asking 
us  to  write  letters  to  the  state  to 
protest  the  treatment  his  friend 
was  receiving.  Stacked  on  his 
bookshelf  were  boxes  of  letters, 
copies  of  those  he  had  sent,  and 
those  he  had  received. 

Unfortunately,  the  reality  of  the 
situation  was  different  from  the 
dream,  and  the  hoped-for  rela¬ 


tionship  with  this  prisoner  upon 
his  release  didn’t  happen.  Some  of 
those  letters  were  excerpted  in  a  re¬ 
cent  issue  of  RFD.  There  is  talk 
now  that  yet  more  of  them  will  be 
edited  and  published.  Dennis  was 
a  wordsmith;  his  works  also 
bespoke  a  substance  that  many 
authors  don’t  care  about  or  don’t 
have.  I  am  looking  forward  to 
reading  them;  1  shall  greatly  miss 
his  presence,  his  political  acumen, 
his  bitter  charge  to  the  rest  of  us 
that  we  were  not  doing  enough. 

Dennis  Mclba’son  was  found 
dead  on  the  streets  of  his  beloved 
New  Orleans,  last  refuge  of  a  fairly 
troubled  life,  on  Saturday  night, 
June  25.  He  leaves  one  blood- 
sister,  an  adopted  lather,  Dimid, 
the  members  of  the  old  LaSIS,  and 
a  community  of  us  who  were  the 
better  for  having  known  him. 


Dear  Valiant/Dart  owner, 

Congratulations  on  owning  the 
best  Detroit  ever  built.  But  as  you 
know,  even  the  best  needs  care 
occasionally.  At  our  garage  we 
can  do  any  mechanical  or  body 
work  your  car  requires.  We  have 
most  of  the  parts  that  tend  to  need 
replacement  in  stock. 

We  also  repair  and  maintain 
other  makes  of  American  and 
foreign  cars. 

Come  in  (8am-6pm)  or  call  for 
advice  and  an  estimate. 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  St. 
267-0300 


UtiffP 


TILE 


CARPET 


280-ZX 
TURBO  2+2 


J  &  D  FLOORING  CO. 

SALES  -  INSTALLATIONS 


LINOLEUM 


(617)  025-5340 


DIGNITY/BOSTON 

BENEFIT 

BOSTON  HARBOR  CRUISE 

FRIDAY,  AUGUST  12 
9  PM  •  MIDNIGHT 

S.S.  ABIGAIL  ADAMS 
ONE  LONG  WHARF  PIER 
ACROSS  AQUARIUM  T  STOP 

CALL  536-6518 
FOR  TICKET  INFO 


$1.00  OFF  DOCKSIDE  TICKET 
PRICE  WITH  THIS  AD 
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I  See  KEVIN  — 

|  Newton  Datsun 

Mass  Pike 
I  Exit  17E  or  16W 
(1180  Washington  St.) 
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Eugenie  Beal 

the  wiser  choice 
for  District  8  City  Councillor 

knows  District  8  by  living  in  it  18  years. 

worked  constructively  with  City  Councillors  and  State  Leg¬ 
islators  during  twelve  years  in  Boston  city  government 
1970-1982. 

is  a  successful  “do”-er. 

has  practical  steps  the  City  Council  can  take  to  make  more 
units  of  affordable  housing. 

knows  Boston  finances  and  budgeting. 

is  the  only  District  8  woman  Council  candidate 

is  the  only  District  8  Council  candidate  with 
city  government  operating  experience. 

she  hired  affirmatively  —  50%  women  and  17%  black  and  Hispanic, 
always  listens,  thinks,  then  acts. 

always  tells  the  plain  facts. 

SUPPORT  HER  CAMPAIGN 
Make  Checks  Payable  to 

The  Eugenie  Beal  Committee  •  739  Boylston  Street.  Boston.  021 16 
Donna  M  Kuha.  Chair;  Daniel  J.  Coolidge,  Treasurer 
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LABOR  DAY  WEEKEND 

SEPTEMBER  2-5,  1983 

CAMP  LAKE  OF  ISLES 

NORTH  STONINGTON,  CONN. 


★  ★★★★★  Performers  +  +  +  +  +  + 


1.  ALIVE! 

2.  ALISON  FARRELL  & 

Jaqueline  Pickett 

3.  FERRON 

4.  DEIDRE  McCALLA  &  Band 

5.  SUNI  PAZ,  Martha  Siegel 

and  Wendy  Blackstone 

MC’s  ALIX  D06KIN 


6.  SWEET  HONEY  IN  THE 
ROCK 

7.  LINDA  TILLERY  &  Band 

8.  EDWINA  LEE  TYLER 
and  A  Piece  of  the  World 

9.  NANCY  VOGL  & 

SUZANNE  SHANBAUM 

&  KATE  CLINTON 


And  showcasing  the  finest  performers  of 
Women's  Music  in  the  Northeast. 


Workshops...  Women-Made  Crafts...  Childcare  for  all  girls  (and 
boys  under  10)...  Women  with  disabilities  welcome...  Concerts 
interpreted  for  deaf  women...  taped  and  large  print  brochures. 


PRICE  INCLUDES:  Concerts,  Workshops,  Camping  (for  3  day  ticket 
holders),  Vegetarian  Meals  and  Parking  Space. 

3  Day  Advance  3  Day  at  Gate  1  Day  at  Gate 

$60-$55-$70  $70-$65-$80  $2(£$v£$2S 

Please  select  the  ticket  price  that  seems  mast  appropriate  to  your  income  level. 

For  more  information,  send  a  large  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  to: 
N.E.W.M.R.,  P.O.  Box  728,  West  Hartford,  CT  06107  (203)  521-9772 

ABSOLUTELY  NO  PETS  -  Except  Eye/Eor  Guides 
Deadline  for  Crafts  July  15. 


THE  FINEST  X-RATED  ALL  MALE  MOVIES.  NOW  IN  BOTH  CINEMAS  1  &  2 

i  204  tremont  st. 
482-4661 

•  NEW  SHOW  WEEKLY  DIRECT  FROM  SAN  FRANCISCO* 

•  CONTINUOUS  FROM  10  A  M  • 
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YOUNG  MATCH  MAKERS 
WRITER’S  DELIGHT 


USDA  CHOICE 
WHERE  ZOEY  LIVES 


New  T  V  Lounge  Featuring  Best  in  Gay  Video  Plus  Special  Sports 


Strut 

Continued from  page  6 

the  musical  and  vocal  arrange¬ 
ments  have  made  them  all  sound 
alike.  There’s  something  very 
wrong  when  “Ain’t  Misbehav¬ 
in’  ”  by  the  very  black  Fats 
Waller  begins  to  sound  like  “The 
White  Cliffs  of  Dover  by  the  very, 
very  white  Vera  Lynn.  Almost  all 
of  the  songs  are  done  up  with  a  zip 
and  pep  that  sound  more  like 
Mitch  Miller  on  speed  than  a 
tribute  to  “swing.”  It’s  a  shame 

Company 

Continued  from  page  6 

want  to  take  care  of  him.  He  ad¬ 
mits  to  standing  outside  the  world 
and  watching  it:  a  perfectly  re¬ 
pressed  closet  case.  After  Who’s 
Afraid  of  Virginia  Woolf,  Com¬ 
pany  is  probably  every  theater 
queen’s  dream  of  “the  perfect  play 
to  re-do  with  an  all  male  cast”.  At 
the  play’s  finale  Robert  decides 
that  he  has  to  start  “being  alive”: 
there  is  no  commitment  to 
heterosexual  life,  but  it  would 
have  been  really  convincing  if  he 
had  decided  to  come  out. 

This  crypto-gay  story  line  was 
perfectly  augmented  by  Sond¬ 
heim’s  music,  a  complex  borrow¬ 
ing  of  past  styles  —  a  vaudeville 
number,  a  patter  song  mixed  with 
a  Rombergesque  operetta  number, 
a  Gershwin-like  bluesey  piece,  an 
Andrews  Sisters  syncopation  song 
—  which  humored  the  forms 
while  using  them  to  illustrate  the 
moods  and  tones  of  characters. 
The  overriding  orchestration  was 
closer  to  opera  than  to  usual 
musical  comedy:  themes  return 
and  get  replayed  according  to 
character,  there  are  unifying 
melodies  that  hold  the  whole  piece 
together  and  lietmotifs  that  bind 
t’.e  refracted  script.  If  you  choose 
to  see  the  entire  play  as  existing  in 
Robert’s  imagination,  it’s  clear 
that  he  thinks  just  like  a  musical 
comedy  queen. 

Thirteen  years  after  it’s  opening 
Company  seems  as  fresh  as  ever.  A 
little  less  innovative  now  (because 
everyone  else  has  done  it),  it  has 
the  feel  of  a  classic.  The  4S  Festival 
production  is  generally  excellent. 
This  is  their  premiere  season  but 
both  their  orchestra  and  vocals  are 
better  than  shows  that  try  to  pass 
themselves  off  as  professional 
Broadway-bound  productions. 
The  direction  is  sharp  and  crisp 

Homos 


because  the  songs — which  are  our 
true  musical  heritage —  suffer; 
they  lose  their  integrity  and  any 
meaning  they  may  have  had  then 
or  now. 

The  original  trend  of  nostalgia 
was  an  aspect  of  a  gay  sensibility 
(why  not  turn  to  the  past;  it’s  bet¬ 
ter  than  getting  queer-bashed). 
Midler  used  it  with  great  ingenuity. 
For  others  it  was  just  a  gimmick. 
The  All  Night  Strut  is  all  surface 


and  polish  with  nothing  inside:  it’s 
a  musical  with  no  sense  of  the  mu¬ 
sic,  camp  without  the  context.  The 
original  impulse  of  the  gay  instinct 
for  nostalgia  was  to  recreate  the 
past  to  suit  the  present.  Strut  takes 
the  fine  vintage  of  our  musical  past 
and  serves  it  whipped  up  like  a  pre¬ 
packaged  daiquiri  with  artificial 
strawberry  flavoring.  4t’s  not  just 
imitation,  it’s  unpalatable. 


Stephen  Sondheim 


with  a  real  sense  of  the  show’s  feel¬ 
ing  and  humor.  Sondheim’s  sense 
of  life  —  which  is  pretty 
pessimistic  (I  don’t  think  that 
anyone  ever  ends  happily  ever 
after  in  a  Sondheim  musical)  —  is 
brought  through  without  trying  to 
lighten  it  up  or  turn  it  more  sour 
with  chic  cynicism.  The  cast  is 
uniformly  consistent  and  good, 
with  great  performances  by  Belle 
Linda  Halpern  as  the  acerbic 
Joanne,  Meg  Leake  as  the  patter 


singing  Amy,  and  Lori  Glaser  as  a 
Bette  Midlerish  Marta. 

Besides  form  and  content,  Com¬ 
pany’s  real  contribution  to  musical 
theater  was  that  it  threw  roman¬ 
ticism  out  the  window,  and  then 
enjoyed  seeing  it  splatter  across 
the  ground.  It  showed  audiences 
—  and  still  does  —  new  ways  of 
looking  at  themselves,  and  new 
ways  of  hearing  how  we  com¬ 
municate  with  music. 
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The  overload  of  Americans  un¬ 
fortunately  reflected  largely 
academic  networks  rather  than 
non-academics  and  activists  who 
might  have  sharpened  the  political 
meanings  of  the  conference 
themes.  This  is  especially  true 
given  that  the  recognition  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  experiences  of  Dutch  socie¬ 
ty  related  to  race  is  beginning  to 
surface  in  Holland  among  the 
Turkish  guest  workers  and  the  im¬ 
migrants  from  former  Dutch  col¬ 
onies  —  Indonesia  and  Surinam  — 
and  feminists  have  begun  to  take 
up  these  issues.  Acknowledgement 
of  racism  as  a  problem  in  Holland 
is  growing,  not  unrelated  to  the 
fact  that  a  neo-fascist  party,  which 
bases  its  appeal  on  racism  and 
homophobia,  has  just  achieved 
parliamentary  representation. 

Another  association  to  the  con¬ 
ference  theme  was  the  debates  here 
about  Adrienne  Rich’s  notion  of  a 
“lesbian  continuum’.  We  had 
questioned  her  goal  of  underlining 
continuities  with  the  part  —  bet¬ 
ween  female  friendship  in  the  19th 
century  and  lesbian  life  today  — 
rather  than  emphasizing  how  and 
why  lesbian  and  gay  liberation 
movements  turned  against  that 
past.  It  is  an  important  political 
question  to  ask  why  (as  in  the  les¬ 
bian  continuum  idea)  the  overt  ex¬ 
pression  of  female  sexuality  has 
become  an  aside  to  the  ‘real’  ques¬ 
tion  of  female  bonding,  devoid  of 
overt  sexual  content. 

Martha  Vicinus’  paper  at  the 
conference  —  on  schoolgirl 


crushes  in  Victorian  girls’  board¬ 
ing  schools  —  departed  from  the 
usual  emphasis  of  the  ‘homo- 
social’  model,  which  downplays 
sexuality  within  female  bonding. 

She  looked  at  relationships  be¬ 
tween  school  girls  and  older  girls 
or  their  teachers,  emphasizing  the 
erotic  nature  of  these  bonds.  She 
vividly  described  how  “raves” 
(crushes)  were  acted  out,  and  — 
most  tantalizing  —  the  central  role 
of  unequal  power  in  generating 
them.  The  distance  between  the 
teachers  and  the  girls,  and  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  actually  developing  lkes- 
bian  relationships,  were  the  fuel 
for  their  desire 

By  highlighting  the  erotic  con¬ 
tent  within  same  sex  contexts, 
Vicinus  exposes  the  ambiguities  of 
normal  sexuality;  she  shows  that 
the  distinction  between  hetero- 
and  homosexuality  is  not  so  easily 
identified.  In  insisting  upon  such  a 
distinction,  the  dominant  culture 
lies  about  itself. 

Vicinus  makes  another  point 
(hat  helps  mark  the  distance  be¬ 
tween  mid-19th  century  romantic 
friends  and  the  lesbians  of  today. 
Unlike  the  loving  relationships  of 
the  previous  generation,  the 
eroticized  bonds  she  describes  be¬ 
tween  girls  and  their  teachers  are 
no  longer  contained  within  a 
domestic  framework,  but  come  to 
rival  family  life.  The  girls’  em¬ 
brace  of  the  erotic  sets  them  in 
rebellion  against  their  mothers. 
They  have  begun  to  dream  of  a 
future  outside  the  family.  But,  as 


the  demo  put  it,  “Between  the 
Dream  and  the  Deed  stand  the 
Family  and  the  State.”  The  need 
to  remove  girls  from  the  intensely- 
felt  dangers  emanating  from 
‘celibate  female  pedagogues,’  she 
proposes,  was  one  source  of  the 
20th  century  embrace  of  coeduca¬ 
tion! 

Probably  the  most  controversial 
and  maybe  most  provocative  of 
the  men’s  sessions  was  a  lecture  by 
George  Mosse,  a  Jewish  exile  from 
Nazi  Germany  whose  research  has 
focussed  on  the  culture  of  fascism. 
Mosse  unnerved  the  audience  by 
exposing  the  prevalence  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  within  the  mannerbund 
(male  society)  of  the  Nazi  Party. 
The  problem  for  Nazism  was  that 
its  mass  appeal  lay  in  the  claim  to 
uphold  respectability,  order,  nor¬ 
mality  and  stability  —  while  at  the 
same  time  the  male  bond  which 
cemented  Nazi  society  encouraged 
homoerotic  culture.  This  central 
tension  with  Nazi  ideology  —  the 
need  to  preserve  respectability 
while  constituting  a  male  society 
which  threatened  the  family  and 
“normal”  sexuality  —  resulted  in 
a  series  ot  paradoxes:  at  the  same 
time  that  many  prominent  Nazis 
were  homosexuals,  Nazi  deputies 
were  introducing  legislation  to  in¬ 
stitute  homosexual  castration.  Nor 
was  this  a  peripheral  contradic¬ 
tion.  Homosexuality  was  in  insis¬ 
tent  counterpoint  to  ’‘respectabili¬ 
ty, ”  and  the  claim  to  the  mantle  of 
C  oniinued  on  page  !7 
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With  this  issue  G  C  N  in¬ 
augurates  a  regular  feature  in 
which  we  will  profile  some  of  the 
many  organizations  in  the  Boston 
area  that  you,  our  readers,  might 
be  interested  in  joining,  for  making 
new  friends,  for  serving  the  com¬ 
munity,  for  serious  politics  or  just 
for  the  fun  of  it.  Watch  this  space 
and  find  your  niche  in  Boston. 

By  Warren  Blumenfeld 

The  Chiltern  Mountain  Club 
l  (CMC)  has  just  passed  its  fifth 
year  of  providing  a  safe,  non-com¬ 
petitive  and  enjoyable  environ¬ 
ment  for  gay  men  and  lesbians 
who  wish  to  participate  in  out¬ 
door  recreational  activities. 
Begun  primarily  as  a  hiking  club, 
it  has  greatly  diversified  through 
the  years.  Depending  on  the  sea¬ 
son,  one  can  choose  from  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  activities:  in  warm  weather, 
hiking,  canoeing  and  kayaking, 
backpacking,  bird  watching,  bicy¬ 
cling,  sailing,  tennis,  and  potluck 
picknicking;  in  cold  weather, 
alpine  and  cross-country  skiing, 
snow  shoeing,  and  ice  skating. 
For  those  who  wish  to  engage  in 
team  sports,  both  volleyball  and 
basketball  groups  are  affiliated 
with  CMC. 

The  organization  is  coor¬ 
dinated  by  a  ten-person  executive 
committee  which  is  elected  by 
the  membership  at  their  annual 
January  meeting.  The  committee 
is  responsible  for  setting  policy, 
making  financial  decisions,  deal¬ 
ing  with  issues  as  they  arise, 
choosing  officers,  and  maintain- 
|  ing  group  adherence  to  the  origin¬ 


al  bylaws  written  down  by  its 
founders.  The  bylaws  state  that 
CMC  shall  be  an  outdoor  and 
sports  group  which:  publishes  a 
newsletter;  encourages  responsi¬ 
bility  and  safety  in  the  pursuit  of 
outdoor  recreation;  encourages 
appreciation  of  the  natural  envir¬ 
onment  and  promotes  its  conser¬ 
vation  and  protection;  and  serves 
as  an  educational  and  informa¬ 
tion  resource. 

The  only  requirement  for  mem¬ 
bership  is  a  $10.00  annual  fee  and 
a  simple  desire  to  participate  in 
activities.  The  fee  entitles  a  per¬ 
son  to  receive  the  CMC  monthly 
newsletter,  which  lists  all  upcom¬ 
ing  events,  a  free  group  sticker, 
discounts  at  various  local  shops 
and  guest  houses,  a  copy  of  the 
group’s  bylaws  and  a  Trip 
Leaders’  Guide,  which  is  a 
12-page  pamphlet  giving  “how 
to”  suggestions  for  leading  trips. 

Aside  from  the  few  duties  left 
to  the  executive  committee,  CMC 
depends  mainly  on  -its  general 
membership  for  its  energy  and 
momentum.  All  activities  and 
trips  are  organized  and  coor¬ 
dinated  by  the  members.  To  plan 


a  trip  one  simply  sends  a  listing 
to  the  monthly  newsletter,  which 
is  mailed,  at  the  present  time,  to 
over  475  members  of  all  ages 
throughout  the  entire  New 
England  region  (of  which  be¬ 
tween  10-15  percent  are  women). 
Those  who  wish  to  take  part  in 
the  activity  contact  the  person 
who  is  listed  in  the  newsletter. 
This  person  then  coordinates 
transportation  and  accommoda¬ 
tions  if  necessary. 

The  range  and  scope  -of  ac¬ 
tivities  depend  solely  on  the 
members’  imagination  and  crea¬ 
tivity.  Trips  have  taken  place  in 
many  locations  in  the  Northeast 
and  scheduled  for  September  is  a 
hiking  trip  in  Nepal.  There  was 
also  a  one-month  walking  tour  of 
Japan  and  a  trip  to  the  Virgin 
Islands. 

CMC  recently  sponsored  a 
“Hike  for  Life”  which  involved 
over  90  hikers  on  June  25th  in  the 
Blue  Hills  in  Milton,  Massachu¬ 
setts.  They  helped  raise  over 
$9,000  in  pledges  for  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  of  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center  of 
Boston  and  they  are  hoping  for 


more  pledges. 

Why  is  there  a  need  for  a 
specifically  gay  and  lesbian 
recreational  organization? 
According  to  current  CMC  presi¬ 
dent  John  Tobin,  “In  our  group,  it 
becomes  more  than  just  the  ac¬ 
tivity.  A  sense  of  community  be¬ 
comes  involved.  We  share  a  com¬ 
mon  interest,  we  meet  people 
who  form  a  common  bond.  It  ends 
up  being  a  support  group.  It 
would  be  much  different  being 
with  straight  people  in  a  group 
like,  for  instance,  the  Ap¬ 
palachian  Mountain  Club.  It  just 
wouldn’t  be  the  same 
experience.” 

A  wide  variety  of  trips  and  ac¬ 
tivities  are  planned  for  members 
of  the  CMC  community  in  future 
weeks.  John  said  that  throughout 
the  summer  there  have  been  at 
least  two  activities  every  week¬ 
end. 

Oh,  for  those  of  you  who  are 
curious  (as  I  was),  I'm  afraid  I 
can’t  report  on  the  true  origin  of 
the  club’s  name.  One  theory 
given  by  a  CMC  past  president 
advances  the  notion  that  the 
continued  on  back  of  calendar 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

BOOKSTORES  • 


GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)542-0144 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D. 
STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CINEMA 

ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St., 
Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)482-4661 

NORTH  STATION 
CINEMA  2 
1 75  Portland  St. 
Boston.  MA.  02114 
(617)227-0513 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)661-0248 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
80  Boylston  St.#855, 
Boston,  MA  02116 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-7573 

JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
ASSOCIATED 
COUNSELORS 
Salem  &  Copley  Square 
(617)  745-7029 

GENDER  IDENTITY 
SERVICE  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND 
136  Causeway  St. 
Hudson,  MA  01749 
(617)  568-0680 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 
MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 

PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 


ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
2  Park  Square 
Boston.  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 

PODIATRY 

A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg, 
DPM 

(617)  396-7527 

DENTISTRY 

DR.RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA, 

D.M.D. 

739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

GYMS 

SOUTH  END  GYM 
46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston,  MA 
(617)451-3514 

NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S  GYM 
1261  Cambridge  St. 
Inman  Sq., 

Cambridqe,  MA 
497-9776 

REMODELING 

T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS 
INC. 

36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 


LANDSCAPE  DESIGN 

BEST  LANDSCAPE 
DESIGN  CO. 

53  Hawthorne  St. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-6377 

REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO, 
LTD 

Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO 
INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 


TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 
Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
661-6975 


LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 


WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 


WOMEN 

NEW  WORDS 

BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(617)876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC., 
P.O.  Box  190, 

373  Commercial  St., 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

WOMEN’S  BARS 

THE  MARQUEE 
512  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
492-9545 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston  423-7730 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your 
business  or  service  listed  (for 
only  $30.00  per  year)  call 
426-4469 
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Calendar  section 
compiled  6y 
Jeremy  Grainger 


The  GCN  weekly 
calendar  includes 
events  in  the  Boston 
area  of  interest  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  We  try  not  to 
leave  anything  out  but 
remember,  we  depend 
on  you  to  keep  us  in¬ 
formed.  Let  us  know 
as  early  as  possible 
what  your  group  is 
planning. 

The  deadline  is  Fri¬ 
day  noon  for  the 
following  issue.  Just 
send  the  information 
to  GCN  Calendar,  167 
Tremont  Street,  Fifth 
Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 
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Softball 


BOSTON  PARKS 
URBAN  DIVISION 
(Women) 
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BEANTOWN  SOFTBALL 
LEAGUE 

Beantown  Softball  League  played 
no  games  last  week. 


WEEK  #10 

Copacetic  25.  D&B  7 
The  Key  12,  Putnam  8 
Mercer  v.  Sisterhood  (r/o) 
Somewhere  v.  "B  s"(forfeit) 


Buddies 
Chaps 
Mailbox 
Ramrod 
Paradise 
1270  Men 
1270  Women 
Skippers 


STANDINGS 
15-2 
13-5 
12-6 
11-8 
10-10 
8-12 
3-12 
0-16 


The  Key 
Somewhere 
Putnam 
Mercer 
Copacetic 
Sisterhood 
D&B 


STANDINGS 


9-0 

7-1-1 

6-2-1 

5-4 

4-5 

n/a 

n/a 
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Clockwise  from  top:  Sebastian  Li,  Marc  Bt 
Gash,  Glenn  Paris,  and  Geoffrey  McDermott, 
Class  Enemy,  a  play  by  Nigel  Williams  abou 
economic  conflicts  of  youth  in  contempors 
class  London. 


Features  Notes 


AIDS  books 

As  concern  about  AIDS  and  health  in  the  gay 
male  community  grows,  publication  of  pam¬ 
phlets,  books  and  articles  has  reached  a 
feverish  pitch.  New  sources  of  information  are 
arriving  at  the  GCN  office  on  a  daily  basis.  We 
though'.  it  would  be  a  good  idea  to  tell  you 
about  some  of  these  publications.  This  is  by  no 
means  intended  as  a  complete  list.  Many  of 
these  books  and  pamphlets  are  available  at 
Glad  Day  Bookstore  or  from  the  sources  listed 
below. 

The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Center  at 
UMass/Boston,  Harbor  Campus  is  distributing 
a  packet  of  three  free  pamphlets:  the  third  edi¬ 
tion  of  Guidelines  and  Recommendations  for 
Healthful  Gay  Sexual  Activity  from  the  National 
Coalition  of  Gay  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease 
Services  (P.O.  Box  239,  Milwaukee,  Wl  53201); 
Guidelines  for  AIDS  Risk  Reduction,  published 
by  Bay  Area  Physicians  for  Human  Rights  (P.O. 
Box  14546,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114);  and  Viral 
Hepatitis:  Risks/Precautions/Prevention  for 
Gay  Men,  published  by  the  Hepatitis  Informa¬ 
tion  Center. 

There  are  two  free  pamphlets  entitled,  AIDS: 


What  you  should  know  about  our  health 

emergency...  one  is  published  by  the  Gay 
Men’s  Health  Crisis  (Box  274, 132  West  24th  St., 
New  York,  NY  10011),  the  other  is  published 
locally  by  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  (16 
Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115). 

Gays  and  Acquired  Immune  Deficiency  Syn¬ 
drome:  A  Bibliography  is  now  available  in  a  se¬ 
cond  edition  complete  to  the  end  of  March 
1983.  Cost  is  $3.50  plus  50‘  postage  from  the 
Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  639,  Station  A, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada,  M5W  1G2. 

The  third  edition  of  the  National  Gay  Health 
Directory,  a  compendium  of  health  services  by 
and  for  lesbians  and  gay  men,  has  just  been 
published  by  the  National  Gay  HealthEductioan 
Foundation  (P.O.  Box  834,  Linden  Hill,  New 
York  11354).  It  contains  a  special  section  for 
AIDS  related  services  and  health  providers. 
Price  is  $5.00 

At  least  five  books  have  been  published 
recently  which  partially  or  entirely  deal  with  the 
current  epidemic.  The  AIDS  Epidemic,  edited 
by  Kevin  M.  Cahill,  M.D.  (St.  Martin’s  Press, 
$7.95)  is  a  compilation  of  16  different  articles. 
Gay  Men’s  Health:  A  Guide  to  the  AIDS  Syn¬ 
drome  and  Other  Sexually  Transmitted 


The  NAMBLA  North  American  Man/Boy  Love 
Association  contingent  walks  past  an  in¬ 
teresting  billboard  in  this  year’s  New  York  pride 
march.  New  England  NAMBLA  meets  on 
August  5.  See  calendar. 


Niches 

continued  from  front  of  calendar 


CHILTERN 


MOUNTAIN  CLUB 

name  was  chosen  accidently  by 
the  original  founder.  Recognizing 
that  many  of  its  members  were 
still  in  the  process  of  coming  out 
and  might  not  feel  comfortable 
being  part  of  a  group  with  an  easi¬ 
ly  identifiable  gay  name,  the 
founder  chose  the  name  “Chil- 
tern”  which  he  saw  printed  on  a 
mail  box  while  walking  down  a 
street  in  his  „ neighborhood. 
Whether  true  or  not,  John  knows 
of  no  actual  Chiltern  Mountain 


Diseases  by  Jeanne  Kassler,  M.D.  has  just  been 
released  by  Harper  &  Row  ($7.95).  The  Advocate 
Guide  to  Gay  Health  by  R.D.  Fenwick  was 
published  in  a  revised  edition  late  last  year  by 
Alyson  Publications  ($6.95)  and  contains  a 
special  section  on  AIDS,  as  well  as  information 
on  holistic  health  and  preventive  medicine. 
Finally,  How  to  Have  Sex  in  an  Epidemic:  One 
Approach,  published  by  News  from  the  Front 
Publications  is  a  40-page  book  whose  title  tells 
all.  Proceeds  from  the  book’s  first  printing  go  to 
The  AIDS  Medical  Research  Foundation.  Its 
price  is  $3.00. 


Features  Notes 

Lesbians  of  Color,  Los  Angeles  is  actively  search- 
ing  for  a  certified  lifeguard,  ASL  interpreter,  and 
child  care  attendants  for  the  1983  National  Lesbians 
of  Color  Conference,  September  8-1 1 , 1983.  These 
positions  are  available  under  a  work  exchange  pro¬ 
gram. 

More  info:  Selket  orCharleen  (213)  738-7078  or 
Ntianu  (213)  701-5697. 


but  he  thinks  there  may  be  hills 
by  that  name  somewhere  in 
England.  Possibly  an  expedition 
could  be  organized  to  locate  this 
mysterious  peak. 

For  membership  information 
and  a  free  sample  newsletter 
write:  Chiltern  Mountain  Club, 
Box  104,  104  Charles  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02114,  or  phone  John 
Tobin  (president)  (617)  864-0823  or 
Linda  Watson  (treasurer)  (617) 
734-4066. 
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One  Woman’s  Trip  to  the  Seneca  Peace  Camp 

Bv  Maida  Tilchen  ® 


By  Maida  Tilchen 

The  Seneca  Women’s  Peace  En¬ 
campment  will  be  bringing  thou¬ 
sands  of  women  about  as  close  as 
a  protestor  can  get  to  a  nuclear 
bomb  this  summer.  Why  would 
anyone  want  to  get  so  close? 

in  the  past  year,  I’ve  felt  in¬ 
creasingly”  alienated  from  the  dis¬ 
armament  movement.  It  no  longer 
feels' spontaneous,  grass-roots  and 
multi-issue.  The  media  seem  very 
happy  to  portray  it  as  the 
“nuclear  freeze  campaign,’’  the 
special  province  of  direct-mail 
wonder  boys.  And  the  strategy  of 
organizing  by  professional  status, 
while  it  has  been  effective,  has  left 
me  feeling  excluded.  So  placing 
my  body,  my  heart  and  my  bones- 
at  a  distance  close  enough  to  The 
Bomb  to  terrorize  my  imagination 
was  the  only  way  1  felt  would 
make  protest  meaningful  to  me 
again,  to  let  a  sense  of  power 
emerge  from  the  overwhelming 
despair  I  feel  when  1  think  about 
the  proliferation  of  nuclear 
weapons  in  the  world.  I  have  been 
hearing  about  the  Greenham 
Common  women’s  peace  camp 
for  a  long  time  and  have  been 
wishing  there  would  be  one  in  the 
U.S.,  so  I  eagerly  traveled  to 
Romulus,  New  York  over  the  July 
16  weekend.  I  faced  The  Bomb 
and  1  came  away  feeling  not  ter¬ 
rorized  but  energized. 

The  Women’s  Peace  Encamp¬ 
ment  is  in  upstate  New  York  in  the 
rural  Finger  Lakes  region.  It 
began  July  4  and  will  continue 
through  Labor  Day.  It  was 
organized  this  past  year  by  women 
from  all  over  the  Northeast  who 
raised  money  to  purchase  a 
51 -acre  farm  bordering  the  Seneca 
Army  Depot,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  the  main  gate  of  the 
arsenal. 

The  Seneca  Army  Depot  has 
been  an  arsenal  for  nuclear 
weapons  since  1957.  No  one 
knows  exactly  what  is  inside  the 
11,000  acres  of  underground 
bunkers,  but  it  seems  sure  that 
there  are  many  nuclear  bombs  and 
much  radioactive  material.  It  is 
believed  that  the  arsenal  will  ser¬ 
ve  as  a  repository  for  the  Per¬ 
shing  2  missiles  that  are  scheduled 
to  be  shipped  to  Europe  this  fall. 
(It  is  increasingly  believed  by  arms 
control  scientists  that  placing  the 
Pershing  2  missies  in  Europe  will 
mean  that  the  U.S.  will  have  a 
first-strike  capability  to  start  a 
nuclear  war,  and  will  give  the 
world  only  six  minutes  to  divert 
the  missiles  before  they  hit  their 
targets.  It  is  this  awesome 
possibility  that  has  motivated  the 
huge  peace  marches  and  some 
violent  demonstrations  in  Europe, 
and  the  women’s  peace  camps  in 
Britain,  Italy,  Germany,  Holland 
and  Scotland.) 

In  contrast  to  the  mysterious 
arsenal,  ominously  surrounded  by 
barbed-wire  and  guarded  by 
soldiers  in  battle  fatigues,  the 
peace  camp  land  is  mostly  open, 
fields  running  right  to  the  road 
which  leads  to  the  arsenal  gate. 
The  land  is  flat,  the  grass  burned 
and  the  ground  hard  and  dry  from 
the  summer  drought.  The  only 
buildings  are  a  small  farmhouse 
and  a  barn,  which  are  being  used 
as  offices  and  meeting  space.  A 
makeshift  hut  covered  with  tarps 
serves  as  a  receptions  area  for 
visitors  and  media,  and  a  hand- 
lettered  sign  on  the  road  reads, 
“Hello!  Can  you  stop  for  a  talk?” 
The  encampment  resembles  an 
outdoor  women’s  music  festival, 
with  its  tenting  areas,  outdoor 
communal  kitchen,  and  the  sight 
of  hundreds  of  women,  mostly 
wearing  political  t-shirts  (and 
some  without  shirts).  There  are 
sign-up  sheets  for  workshifts,  and 
the  familiar  sight  of  Porta-.lohns. 
But  the  physical  resemblance  is 
misleading.  The  Woman’s  Peace 
Encampment  has  a  very  different 
character  and  purpose  from  the 
music  festivals.  It  is  not  a  retreat 
from  the  world  but  a  demand  for 
the  world’s  attention.  There  are 


Women  press  their  hands,  which  have  been  dipped  in  paint,  against  the 
sign  at  the  front  entrace  of  the  Seneca  Army  Depot. 


no  schedules,  no  concerts,  no 
stars,  no  merchants.  One  does  not 
come  to  consume,  but  to  produce; 
not  to  be  entertained,  but  to  make 
one 'sown  statement  of  protest. 

Accustomed  to  the  constant 
programming  of  the  music 
festivals,  I  felt  confused  by  the  en¬ 
campment  at  first,  not  sure  what  1 
was  supposed  to  be  doing.  There 
were  no  signs  or  leaflets  telling  me 
when  or  where  demonstrations 
and  meetings  would  be  held.  Feel¬ 
ing  somewhat  alienated  and  an¬ 
noyed  because  1  had  nothing  to 
do,  1  joined  the  first  group  of 
women  I  saw,  who  were  meeting 
under  the  shade  trees  near  the 
house.  My  choice  was  good  since 
they  happened  to  be  the  “process 
web,”  a  committee  which  dis¬ 
cusses  the  structure  of  the  camp. 
In  the  course  of  their  discussion,  I 
learned  that  the  necessity  for 
structure  is  an  ongoing  issue  at  the 
camp.  Some  women  want  a 
minimum  of  planning,  leaving  it 
totally  up  to  the  individual  or 
group  to  make  things  happen, 
while  others  are  concerned  that 
this  creates  confusion  and  too  lit¬ 
tle  happens.  They  didn’t  resolve 
the  conflict  at  that  meeting,  but 
from  their  talk  I  finally  under¬ 
stood  how  the  peace  camp  works: 
the  physical  setting  has  been  made 
available  to  provide  women  with 
the  opportunity  to  be  near  the 
arsenal.  Other  than  that,  it  is  up  to 
each  woman  to  find  her  own 
meaningful  way  to  protest.  Al¬ 
though  I  wished  that  I  had  had  a 
clearer  picture  of  this  before  com¬ 
ing,  so  that  I  could  have  planned 
something,  1  liked  the  set-up.  It 
provided  a  real  contrast  to  our 
over-programmed,  over-sched¬ 
uled  society,  and  caused  me  to 
think  about  how  I  might  take  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  protesting  nuclear 
weapons.  It  asked  a  lot  more  of 
me  than  to  be  merely  one  more 
body  in  a  protest  march.  It  is 
philosophically  a  way  to  work 
against  nuclear  weapons  and 
fascism  nit  he  very  root:  to  take  in¬ 
dividual  action. 

I  decided  that  since  I  had  no 
plans  of  my  own,  I  would  do  best 
by  staying  at  the  arsenal  gate  as 
much  as  possible  and  joining 
whatever  protests  took  place.  The 
arsenal  gate  is  a  20  minute  walk 
from  the  encampment  along  a 
road  on  which  suburban-style 
houses  are  all  displaying  U.S. 
flags  in  an  apparent  protest  of  the 
peace  camp,  which  does  not 
display  a  U.S.  flag.  (The  result  of 
a  vote  taken  by  women  who  were 
there  on  July  4.)  The  arsenal  gate, 
which  will  be  the  scene  of  many 
news  reports  this  summer,  looksj 
harmless  enough.  There  is  a 
guardhouse  for  the  two-lane  en¬ 
trance,  facing  the  Countryside 
Diner  across  the  asphalt  county 


road.  A  six-foot  chain  link  fence 
topped  by  three  strands  of  barbed 
wire  surrounds  the  entire  com¬ 
plex.  The  low  fence  is  deceptive: 
apparently,  hidden  behind  a  row 
of  trees,  there  are  much  more 
sophisticated  barriers  to  keep  out 
intruders.  In  the  middle  of  the 
night,  one  of  my  friends  spotted  a 
jeep  delivering  an  armed  soldier  to 
a  guard  post  hidden  in  the  bushes 
behind  the  fence.  But  in  its  out¬ 
most  boundary,  the  Army  is  as 
usual  carefully  maintaining  its 
non-threatening  image,  even  to 
the  use  of  the  euphemism 
“depot”  instead  of  the  specific 
term  “arsenal”  for  the  arms 
storage  function  of  the  base. 

When  the  encampment  first 
opened,  protestors  were  able  to  go 
right  up  to  the  fence  and  guard¬ 
house  to  leave  signs  and  weave 
yarn,  an  act  which  has  been  used 
at  many  women’s  protest  actions. 
However,  soon  the  Army  painted 
a  yellow  line  on  the  shoulder  of 
the  road  about  twenty  feet  from 
the  fence.  They  have  threatened  to 
arrest  anyone  crossing  the  yellow 
line,  which  marks  the  border  be¬ 
tween  county  and  federal  proper¬ 
ty.  The  local  sheriff,  who  is  get¬ 
ting  a  lot  of  pressure  from  area' 
residents  not  to  run  up  high  jail 
costs  by  imprisoning  protestors,  is 
not  taking  action  against  those  on 
the  county  side  of  the  line,  so  the 
danger  is  expected  to  be  only  on 
the  Army  side. 

Because  of  the  psychological 
and  physical  barriers  created  by 
the  yellow  line,  the  protests  I  at¬ 
tended  were  subdued.  On  Satur¬ 
day  afternoon  a  group  of  about  1 2 
women,  working  like  a  relay  race 
team,  walked  along  the  yellow  line 
in  pairs,  holding  hands  and  sing¬ 
ing  or  chanting.  As  each  pair 
reached  the  side,  they  hugged  the 
next  pair  to  cross.  The  songs  were 
peace  standards  like  “Study  War 
No  More”  and  chants  like  “Per¬ 
shing  and  Cruise  and  MX,  oh 
my!”  The  women  were  quiet  and 
cautious,  because  behind  the 
fence  stood  soldiers,  some  in  bat¬ 
tle  gear,  staring  hostilely.  As  1 
took  my  turns  walking  the  line,  I 
felt  very  good.  In  contrast  to  be¬ 
ing  just  one  more  body  at  a  mas¬ 
sive  protest  march,  1  felt  a  unique 
emotion  in  being  just  one  person, 
just  me,  facing  the  soldiers  and 
aware  of  that  unforgettable 
machine  of  death  under  the 
ground  just  a  few  hundred  feet 
away.  Just  as  the  lack  of  structure 
at  the  camp  encouraged  me  to 
take  more  personal  responsibility, 
the  small  scale  of  the  demonstra¬ 
tion  energized  my  sense  of  in¬ 
dividuality. 

Many  of  the  women  par¬ 
ticipating  mentioned  that  they 
were  afraid  of  being  arrested  if 
thev’  inadvertently  crossed  the 


line.  As  it  turned  out,  we  soon  got 
to  see  what  might  happen,  at  least 
on  that  sunny  Saturday  after¬ 
noon.  While  wew, re  still  holding 
our  subdued  protest,  several  cars 
came  up,  out  of  which  came  many 
women  with  bandannas  over  their 
faces  and  concealing  something 
behind  their  backs.  They  went  up 
to  the  line,  pulled  open  paint  cans 
and  began  to  paint  a  set  of  rain¬ 
bow  stripes  alongside  the  yellow 
line.  Others  crossed  onto  the  army 
side  and  started  spraypainting 
footprints,  using  stencils. 
Everyone  watched  the  soldiers 
anxiously,  but  there  was  no.reac- 
tion.  The  painters  got  bolder,  and 
began  to  dip  their  hands  and  feet 
into  the  paint,  getting  it 
everywhere,  and  thoroughly 
defacing  two  signs  for  the  arsenal. 
Still  no  reaction  from  the  soldiers, 
and  the  road  was  beginning  to 
look  like  a  New  York  subway  car. 
Finally,  they  jumped  back  into 
their  cars  and  sped  away.  Our 
group  continued,  feeling  a  lot  less 
worried  about  accidently  stepping 
over  the  line. 

1  returned  to  the  arsenal  gate  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  joining  a 
group  of  women  that  included  a 
banjo  player  and  some  song 
leaders.  We  sat  on  the  grass  near 
the  gate  and  sang  peace  songs  and 
did  some  dancing.  The  soldiers 
were  now  standing  in  the  area  be¬ 
tween  the  fence  and  the  rainbow- 
striped  line.  Using  binoculars, 
they  were  taking  down  the  license 
number  of  every  car  parked  at  the 
diner.  While  we  were  singing,  a 
group  of  women  held  a  silent  vigil 
near  us,  holding  some  beautiful, 
appliqued  banners  stressing  the 
“mothers  save  your  children” 
anti-nuke  message. 

Some  other  protests  were  held 
the  same  weekend,  which  1  unfor¬ 
tunately  missed,  but  heard  about: 
the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph  of  Peace, 
an  order  of  Catholic  nuns  with  a 
priority  for  disarmament,  held  a 
prayer  service  during  which  one 
woman,  rumored  to  be  a  nun,  was 


detained  for  crossing  the  yellow 
line.  She  was  not  arrested  but  was 
given  a  "ban  and  bar"  order,  a 
legal  device  which  means  that  is 
she  were  to  get  caught  at  the 
arsenal  again,  she  would  be  in 
deep  trouble.  The  artuv  seemed  to 
be  giving  out  ban  and  bar  orders 
only,  even  to  women  who  were 
trying  hard  to  get  arrested.  (In¬ 
cidentally.  the  peace  camp  or- 
gani/ers  feel  confident  that  no  one 
will  be  arrested  or  picked  up 
unless  she  is  engaged  in  a  con¬ 
scious  act  of  civil  disobedience.) 

1  was  told  that  there  had  also 
been  a  beautiful  shabbos  service 
held  by  Jewish  women  at  the 
arsenal  gate  on  Friday.  And 
women  from  the  Boston  Women’s 
Pentagon  Action  presented  a  skit 
at  the  arsenal  gate  on  Saturday 
night.  In  another  protest  action 
held  recently,  women  made 
brooms  of  hay  and  "swept  clean” 
the  arsenal  gale  area.  I  was  told 
that  this  was  in  response  to  word 
that  the  local  community  was 
upset  about  “witchcraft"  being 
practiced  by  encampment  women. 
The  brooms,  which  had  been  left 
at  the  gale,  disappeared  quickly, 
perhaps  snatched  up  by  the  feds 
for  analysis  of  their  magic  powers. 

While  1  greatly  enjoyed  my  ex¬ 
perience  at  the  encampment,  there 
arc  some  qualms  I  have  about  it. 
Almost  all  the  women  I  saw  were 
white.  I  did  see  several  older 
women  at  the  encampment  and  a 
woman  in  a  wheelchair,  but  while 
it  is  not  as  difficult  to  get  around 
at  the  encampment  as  it  can 
sometimes  be  on  rural  land,  this 
land  still  would  present  difficulties 
for  women  with  limited  mobility. 

In  terms  of  the  expression  of 
political  issues,  the  camp  does 
have  an  overwhelmingly  single- 
issue  focus  on  nuclear  weapons. 
Since  radical  feminists  have  been 
very  vocal  in  opposing  a  single¬ 
issue  focus,  I  was  surprised  by 
this.. I  don’t  feel  that  it  is  the  fault 
of  the  organizers,  but  rather  that 
Continued  on  page  /  7 


Women  paint  graffiti  on  Army  properly  and  rainbow  stripes  along 
the  original  yellow  line. 


Advice  If  You’re  Going  to 
Seneca: 

If  you  arc  going  to  the  camp, 
I  stronglv  suggest  that  you  work 
with  friends  or  a  group  you 
might  be  in  to  create  some  plan¬ 
ned  protest  action,  perhaps  em¬ 
phasizing  related  issues. 
Whether  you  make  signs,  work 
up  a  skit,  plan  a  prayer  service, 
or  even  learn  a  song  to  teach,  I 
think  you  will  find  your  visit  is 
made  more  meaningful  and 
focussed  by  doing  this. 

Over  the  August  1  weekend, 
massive  demonstrations  and 
planned  actions  of  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  will  take  place,  an  event 
that  is  being  carefully  planned 
by  groups  in  many  cities. 

If  you’ll  be  staying  at  the  en¬ 
campment,  bring  plenty  of  pro¬ 
tection  from  the  sun.  The 
buildings  are  ramped  for  wheel¬ 
chairs.  There  are  plenty  of  clean 
portable  toilets,  but  the  only 
showers  are  at  the  nearby  slate 
park.  Drinking  water  is  being 
trucked  in.  Women  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  bring  their  own  food, 
with  a  potluck  supper  every 
dav.  The  camping  area  is  flat. 


somewhat  rutted,  and  a  short 
walking  distance  from  the  park¬ 
ing  lot.  There  is  childcare  for 
girls  and  for  boys  up  to  age  12. 
Men  are  allowed  only  into  the 
front  reception  area,  but  there 
is  also  a  “supportive  men’s 
peace  camp”  in  the  nearby  state 
park. 

You  should  make  reserva¬ 
tions  ahead  of  time  to  camp  at 
the  women’s  peace  encamp¬ 
ment  and  for  childcare.  The 
phone  numbers  are: 

Women’s  Encampment, 
Romulus,  New  York: 

607  869-5211 

Boston  regional  office 
for  encampment:  617 
338-6378 

Philadelphia  regional  of¬ 
fice:  215  848-4102 

New  York  City  regional 
office:  212  505-8493 

The  Boston  office  is  at 
145  Tremont  Street, 
#607. 

Donations  of  money  and 
food  are  also  sought.  Send  to 
Women’s  Encampment,  150 
Castle  St.,  Geneva  N.Y.  14456. 
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Paula  Herrington 


Call  lor  More  Info:  628-9043 
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Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist 

Dr.  Scott  E.  Borrelli 

Individual  Psychotherapy  Couples  Counseling 
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(617)  246-3275 

2  Park  Squre,  Boston,  MA 
339  Salem  Street,  Wakefield,  MA 
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Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

DR.  JOHN  C  BARNA 
D.M.D. 

739  BOYLSTON  STREET 
SUITE  400 
BOSTON.  MA  02116 

APPOINTMENT  617-353-1500 
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•  $15  and  up,  24-hour 
service 

•  Tailored  to  highlight 
marketable  skills  & 
strengths 

•  Full  service — Campaign 
package 

•  Saturday  &  Evening  hours 

CAREER  RESUME 
At  Downtown  Crossing 

77  Summer  S(.,  Boston 
423-5554 

10%  off  with  this  ad. 


PSYCHOLOGY  OF  THE 
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Transformation  Through 
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THEOLOGY  AS 
THERAPY 

MARION  B.  CASE,  PH.D. 

BOSTON  +  HUDSON 

PRIVATE  INSURANCE 
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HAVING  DIFFICULTY 
COMING  OUT? 


Maybe  you  want  to  change 
things  but  don’t  know  how. 
CHANGE  is  what  Social 
Therapy  is  about. 

Social  Therapy  is  a  progressive 
approach  to  coming  out  in  a 
homophobic  society. 

The  Boston  Institute  for 
Social  Therapy  and  Research 
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The  Heramedia  Video 
Collective:  Who  We  Are 


B_v  Jolanta  Benal 

Take  Toni  Dickerson,  Robin 
Omata,  Lydia  Pilcher,  and  Abigail 
Norman.  Add  an  activist  orienta¬ 
tion  and  healthy  doses  of  anger 
and  curiosity  about  queerbashing; 
stir.  The  result  is  Heramedia,  a 
New  York  City-based  video  collec¬ 
tive.  * 

Robin,  Lydia,  and  Abigail,  the. 
founding  members,  originally  en¬ 
visioned  a  study  group  (“but  not 
necessarily  reading  tracts,”  says 
Robin)  which  would  also  docu¬ 
ment  political  activity  in  the  New 
York  women’s  community.  But 
gay  men’s  organizing  against 
violence  gave  Heramedia  a  sharper 
focus.  “We  were  really  interested 
in  investigating  what  to  us  was  sort 
of  an  unknown  area,”  says  Robin. 
“We  were  trying  to  figure  out 
what  kind  of  violence  have  we 
been  subjected  to  as  lesbians.” 
Toni  met  the  collective  at  the  Con¬ 
ference  for  the  Visibility  of  the 
Other  Black  Woman  and  joined 
shortly  afterwards.  The  result  of 
their  work  together  is  “Just 


Lydia  Pilcher,  Abigail  Norman,  and  Toni  Dickerson  (left  to  right). 


What  happened  in  the  first  part? 
“Inexperience,”  Lydia  told  me. 
“You  always  think  about  the  con¬ 
tent  in  documentary  and  it’s  easy 
to  forget  about  the  form  until  you 
start  putting  it  together  and  realiz¬ 
ing  there’s  something  wrong  with 
it.”  In  editing  the  first  section  of 


Robin  Omata:  "We  were  really  interested  in 
investigating  what  to  us  was  sort  of  an  un¬ 
known  area.  We  were  trying  to  figure  out 
what  kind  of  violence  we  have  been  subjected 
to  as  lesbians.  ”  


Because  of  Who  We  Are,”  a  still- 
in-progress  documentary  on  vio¬ 
lence  against  lesbians. 

I  saw  selected  takes  of  the 
documentary  at  New  York  Univer¬ 
sity’s  “Six  Days  of  Gays”  festival 
this  April.  (A  selected  take  bears 
the  same  relationship  to  a  finished 
documentary  that  a  handwritten 
first  draft  bears  to  typeset  copy, 
and  should  be  judged  accordingly. 
Lydia  says  she  hates  showing  a 
work  in  progress  because  the  au¬ 
dience  thinks  it’s  seeing  something 


interviews,  Heramedia  plans  to  cut 
some,  shorten  others,  and  add 
footage  of  the  interviewees  going 
about  their  lives.  The  planned 
segments,  Abigail  says,  will  be 
“very  short  and  very  tight.”  A  seg¬ 
ment  of  the  tape  will  be  devoted  to 
the  situation  in  Northampton, 
Massachusetts,  where  a  group  call¬ 
ed  Stop  Homosexual  Unity  Now 
(SHUN)  has  for  some  time  been 
terrorizing  the  lesbian  community. 

Possible  subjects  for  the  final 
section  include  a  class  on  racism, 


Toni  Dickerson,  Lydia  Pilcher,  and  Abigail  Norman  (left  to  right). 


close  to  the  final  product.  She’s 
right;  uniil  she  corrected  me,  that 
was  exactly  what  I  thought.)  The 
interview  takes  —  lesbians  talking 
about  violence  they’ve  en¬ 
countered  —  run  into  “talking 
heads”  problems;  they  seem  flat  in 
spite  of  the  emotional  impact  of 
the  narrative.  But  the  second  por¬ 
tion,  shot  at  this  year’s  New  York 
City  Council  gay  rights  bill  hear¬ 
ings,  gripped  me  even  though  like 
everybody  else  I  knew  the  outcome 
in  advance.  The  camera,  used 
more  deftly  than  in  the  interview 
takes,  doesn’t  nullify  any  of  the 
anti-gay  speakers’  vitriol. 


healthy  teeth 


they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


sexism  and  homophobia  and  a 
role-playing  session  held  by  a 
teenagers’  theater  troupe.  Toni 
told  me  that  at  the  New  York  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Pride  March  Abigail 
and  Lydia  would  “try  to  get  some 
women  enjoying  being  with  each 
other  marching  together.  I  think 
that  will  have  a  very  good 
impact.” 

“To  be  an  effective  piece  of 
media,  we  can’t  present  ourselves 
as  just  victims,”  Lydia  said.  “We 
have  to  communicate  that  we’re  all 
functional  people  in  this  society. 
You  need  to  show  the  people  on 
our  tape  also  having  a  good  time 
and  telling  jokes. . .  It  should  be 
hills  and  valleys,  not  all  valleys.” 

So  far  the  valleys  are  pretty 
damn  deep.  Voluntarily  hos¬ 
pitalized  for  other  reasons,  one 
woman  finds  herself  the  subject  of 


an  attempt  to  “cure”  her  lesbian¬ 
ism;  another  finds  her  new  apart¬ 
ment  vandalized,  epithets  (“black 
mother-fucking  bitch”  is  a  rela¬ 
tively  mild  sample)  scrawled  on  the 
wall;  a  third  narrates  her  arrest  and 
sentencing  on  a  trumped-up 
charge  of  lesbian  prostitution. 

“1  think,”  said  Lydia,  “what  is 
really  hard  about  this  tape  is  that 
there  is  a  lot  of  violence  from  peo¬ 
ple  that  are  close  to  you  as  well  as 
strangers...  That’s  the  hardest 
kind  of  rejection  to  experience  be¬ 
cause  it’s  the  people  that  you  grew 
up  with,  and  the  people  that  you 
want  to  please,  you  want  approval 
from.  You  want  them  to  be  proud 
of  you.”  Toni,  at  35  the  oldest 
member  of  Heramedia,  says,  “As 
I  was  coming  up,  I  never  hung  out 
with  people  of  my  own  age.  I  was 
always  with  older  people.  So  a  lot 
of  stuff  that  is  on  the  tape,  I’ve 
seen  in  real  life.”  The  makers  of  a 
documentary  on  violence  against 
lesbians  might  themselves  be  inter¬ 
viewed  for  it:  when  the  Heramedia 
women  were  in  a  bar  on  one  recent 
occasion,  a  man  walked  up  to 
Robin  and  began  screaming  “You 
fucking  bulldyke!”  at  her. 

Working  on  “Just  Because  of 
Who  We  Are”  and  thinking  about 
the  sources  of  the  violence  it 
documents  are  inseparable  ac¬ 
tivities.  The  Heramedia  women 
spend  considerable  time  discussing 
the  ideology  of  violence  —  against 
lesbians,  against  gay  men,  against 
women.  “Overt  phsyical  violence 
against  gay  people  comes  mostly 
from  men,  and  from  the  state, 
which  is  mostly  men,”  says 
Abigail.  “But  emotional  violence 
comes  a  lot  from  women  also,  and 
it’s  different...  Men  attack  gay 
men  because  they  are  freaked  out 
by  men  who  are  challenging  the 
definition  of  masculinity,  who  the 
attackers  see  as  putting  themselves 
in  the  position  of  women.”  As  for 
women’s  violence  against  lesbians, 
Abigail  thinks,  “Women  identify 
so  much  with  male  views  of  how 
things  should  be.  And  then  just  a 
fear  that  you’ll  be  branded.” 

Predictably,  the  more  visible  the 
lesbian  the  more  violence  she’s 
likely  to  meet.  Toni,  for  instance, 
has  been  getting  harassed  ever 
since  (at  13)  she  started  wearing 
men’s  clothes.  “The  idea  that 
many  people  internalize,”  says 
Robin,  “is  that  you’re  asking  for  it 
if  you’re  visible.  You’re  just  in¬ 
viting  these  guys  to  make  com¬ 
ments,  and  if  they’re  very  ag¬ 
gressive,  to  come  up  and  spit  on 
you  or  block  your  way  or  bring  a 
baseball  bat  and  smash  your  head 
in.”  She  compares  this  to  her 
Continued  on  page  16 
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By  Rob  Schmieder 

One  of  the  brightest  byproducts 
of  1978’s  free-for-all  between 
“disco,”  “punk,”  “dance  music” 
and  “rock”  was  a  band  or  freaks 
from  the  Athens,  Georgia  college- 
rock-party  scene  called  the  B-52’s. 
Within  a  framework  of  taut,  jerky 
rhythms  they  spun  a  web  of  whoop¬ 
ing  vocals  and  non  sequiiur  story¬ 
lines  about  “Rock  Lobsters”  and 
planets  where  “no  one  ever 
dies... no  one  has  a  head.”  The 
songs  offended  no  one,  charmed 
many  and  exemplified  what  soon 
became  known  as  “Dance  Orient¬ 
ed  Rock.”  While  the  DOR  sweep- 
stakes  has  degenerated  into  a  suc¬ 
cession  of  dreary  fads,  the  B-52’s 
have  remained  a  going  concern. 
With  their  new  album  Whammy! 
(Warner)  they  have  put  a  new 
spr.ing  in  their  step. 

The  last  time  I  saw  the  B-52’s 
perform  1  was  sitting  next  to  my 
boss’s  9-months-pregnant  wife, 
who  after  two  songs  had  to  move 
away  from  the  speakers  because 
their  vibrations  felt  too  much  like 
contractions.  So  the  song  from 
Whammy!  that  most  caught  my 
fancy  is  the  “Song  for  a  Future 
Generation.”  This  is  a  theater  of 
the  absurd,  B-52’s-style,  at  its 
best.  A  mismariage  of  breeder  to¬ 
tems — Royal  Families  and  zodiac 
come-ons — is  punctuated  by  a 
chorus  of  “Let’s  meet  and  have  a 
baby  now!” 

A  controlled  sarcasm  keeps  the 
new  songs  balanced  between  hor¬ 
ror  and  humor:  in  “LegalTender,” 
a  song  about  counterfeiting,  singer 
Cindy  Wilson  complains,  “But 
honey,  prices  have  shot  through 
the  sky.”  In  “Big  Bird”  Fred 
Schneider’s  mock  shock  over  a 
bird  that  “wants  to  use  me  to 
feather  its  nest”  is  wiped  out  by  an 
exhilarating  disco  break  in  which 
you  can  hear  the  bird  speak  for 
itself  through  a  squawking  sax  and 
frenzied,  fluttering  drums.  And 
when  all-out  “Rock  Lobster”- 
style  silliness  is  called  for,  the  vo¬ 
cabulary  reaches  new  heights  of 
nonsense  with  “Trism”  and 
“Whammy  Kiss.”  For  their  one 
cover,  the  band  reaches  into  the 
heart  of  the  absurdist  songbook 
with  YokoOno’s  “Don’t  Worry.” 
(Ono  has  repeatedly  cited  the 
B-52’s  as  godchildren  of  her 
early-’70s  experimentation.)  The 
one  ballad  on  Whammy /,  “Queen 
of  Las  Vegas,”  displays  a  bitter¬ 
sweet  tenderness  seen  before  only 
in  Mesopotamia' %  “Loveland” 
and  “Deep  Sleep”  and  Wild  Plan¬ 
et's  “Give  Me  Back  My  Man.”  In 
a  haunting  monologue  the  gam¬ 
bler’s  daughter  implores  her 
mother  to  “Give  me  your  blessing 
so  1  can  be  stronger/Help  me  to 
grow  up  and  be  the  Queen.” 

“Queen  of  Las  Vegas”  gives  a 
hint  of  what  the  band  would  sound 
like  if  lead  singer  Fred  Schneider 
could  calm  down  long  enough  to 
let  the  women  take  front  stage. 
Fred  long  ago  gave  up  all  but  the 
most  peripheral  playing  duties  and 
he  has  been  joined  in  this  regard  by 
Cindy  Wilson  and  Kate  Pierson, 
who  in  the  band’s  recent  appear- 
nace  at  Boston’s  Channel  Club  on¬ 
ly  laid  hands  on  keyboards  and 
bongos  near  the  end  of  a  16-song 
set.  Fred’s  mock-college-boy  con¬ 
servatism  was  accompanied  by  a 
new-found  discipline  which  made 
his  hamming  easier  to  take  than  on 
past  appearances.  Kate  and  Cindy 
have  used  their  new  freedom  to  go 
all  out  on  their  costumes  and 
choreography:  what  was  once 
mere  retro  schlock  has  become  a 
combination  of  Vegas  and  science 
fiction.  The  famous  bouffants  are 
gone — Cindy  has  handed  down 
one  of  her  rattier  wigs  to  brother 
Ricky— and  Kate’s  new  look,  a 
teased  straight  shoulder-length  cut 
with  glitter  accents,  was  com¬ 
plemented  by  Cindy’s  more  flam¬ 


boyant  blond  wave  peeking 
through  a  cartwheel  hat. 

The  B-52’s  influence  is  not  ob¬ 
vious,  but  it  is  profound.  They 
opened  the  door  for  rock’s  ever¬ 
growing  invation  into  discos.  It  is 
largely  due  to  their  popularity  that 
you  heard  Bowie’s  “Fashion”  or 
Tom  Tom  Club’s  “Genius  of 
Love”  playing  in  synch  with  mir¬ 
ror  balls.  For  better  or  worse,  this 
invasion  may  even  have  succeeded 
in  turning  a  few  passive  disco- 
consumers  into  rock  activists;  it 
certainly  was  an  inspiration  for 
lean,  wild-eyed  dance-rockers  like 
Bush  Tetras  and  Pylon.  The  B-52’s 
sensibility  has  even  invaded  the 
padded  parlors  of  formalist 
disco — “It’s  Raining  Men”  could 
easily  be  B-52's  lyrics  filtered 
through  Donna  Summer  vocals. 

But  regardless  of  where  they 
may  rest  on  the  pop  spectrum,  as 
long  as  the  band  can  continue  to 
come  up  with  material  as  strong  as 
Whammy!  they  will  be  competing 
only  with  themselves. 

David  Bowie  is  grabbing  the 
cover  of  every  music  rag  around 
with  the  news  that  he’s  come  up 
with  his  first  album  in  almost  three 
years.  We  may  have  to  wait  a  bit 
before  anyone’s  hunger  is  ap¬ 
peased — Let 's  Dance  is  thin  broth. 
Its  eight  tracks  are  padded  out  by 
three  covers  (two  of  them  from 
previous  Bowie  projects)  and  one 
song  that  is  a  little  more  than  a 
clone  of  a  riff  from  the  title  track. 
What  you  are  left  with  is  20  min¬ 
utes  of  original  music — don’t  chew 
too  fast. 

What’s  good  in  Let's  Dance  is 
equal  to  Bowie’s  best.  The  opener, 
“Modern  Love,”  chases  its  tail 
through  faith  and  nonbelief, 
catching  and  keeping,  round  and 
round  a  love  object  who  shows 
“no  sign  of  life. .  .just  the  power 
to  charm.”  The  music  skips  along 
even  faster  than  the  lyrics  and  the 
song  is  over  before  you  can  even 
begin  to  guess  where  Bowie  stands 
in  this  whirlwind — a  new  strategy 
in  a  familiar  defense.  “Without 
You,”  the  tearjerker  that  closes 
the  first  side  of  the  album,  is 
Bowie’s  first  true  love  song.  With 
its  delicate  instrumentation  and 
exposed  vocal  range  it  is  fitting 
that  it  should  be  the  song  to  yield 
the  lines  “Woman  I  love  you/ 
Without  you/What  would  I  do.” 
Part  of  Bowie’s  new  packaging  is  a 
combination  of  straight-arrow- 
single-parent  and  a  belated  tribute 
to  John  Lennon  through  reincar¬ 
nation.  “Without  You”  certainly 
draws  its  strength  from  sounding 
like  odes  to  Yoko  Ono;  but  as  an 
affirmation  of  heterosexuality  it  is 
about  as  convincing  as  Rolling 
Stone's  ass  shot  of  Bowie  and  son 
Joey  (no  longer  Zowie)  experienc¬ 
ing  Parenting. 

“Let’s  Dance,”  the  selling  point 
of  this  album,  is  a  gem,  and  makes 
the  most  of  many  talented  musi¬ 
cians,  notably  Chic's  Nile 
Rodgers,  whose  task  it  was  to  or¬ 
chestrate  Bowie’s  vocals.  It  is  the 
one  song  most  likely  to  pull  Any- 
body-USA  onto  a  dull  dance  floor. 

Since  Bowie  plays  no  instru¬ 
ments  on  this  album  (don’t  be 
fooled  by  the  misleading  “Let’s 
Dance”  video),  he’s  able  to  use  his 
voice  for  all  it’s  worth.  Here  at 
least  that’s  a  lot.  Yet  despite  its 
aura  of  hope  (the  key  ingredient  in 
Bowie’s  new  master  plan),  the 
song  has  a  hollow  core.  Its  ob¬ 
liqueness  does  not  ultimately  lead 
to  any  insights,  as  was  the  case 
with  “Fashion”  ’s  attack  on 
nouveau  fascism  or  "Boys  Keep 
Swinging"  ’s  indictment  of  male 
privilege.  All  “Let’s  Dance” 
leaves  you  with  is  some  verses 
about  “serious  moonlight”  and 
“fear  your  grace  should  fall,”  and 
the  invocation  to  “Dance  the 
blues.” 


For  a  more  substantial  slice  of 
vinyl,  turn  to  Nona  llendryx’s 
Nona  (RCA).  Hendryx  has  laid 
down  eight  tracks  that  flow  seam¬ 
lessly  through  funk,  disco,  gospel, 
rock  and  reggae,  with  nary  a  false 
step  along  the  way.  She  is  at  home 
in  this  diversity  of  styles  because 
she  has  paid  her  dues  in  all  of 
them:  from  her  days  as  one  of  the 
dynamos  of  Labclle  through  col¬ 
laborations  with  rock  band  Talk¬ 
ing  Heads,  funk  band  Cameo  and 
avant/jazz  band  Material,  not  to 
mention  her  time  on  the  road  with 
her  own  reggae/heavy  metal  band 
Propaganda.  The  professional 
contacts  that  have  come  from  this 
varied  and  independent  career 
result  in  the  impressive  lineup  of 
artists  on  this  album.  Members  of 
Material  helped  produce  it.  Sly 
Dunbar,  Nile  Rodgers,  Kashif 
(Melba  Moore  and  Evelyn  King’s 
songwriter/producer)  and  seem¬ 
ingly  every  woman  in  the  pop 
music  field  from  Valerie  Simpson 
to  Laurie  Anderson  appear  at 
some  point. 

A  decade  ago,  when  David  Bow¬ 
ie  was  singing  about  a  “Space  Od¬ 
dity,”  Nona  Hendryx  and  the  rest 
of  Labelle  were  dressed  in  space 
suits  singing  about  “Space  chil¬ 
dren,  universal  lovers.”  Under 
Hendryx’s  increasing  control,  the 
band  held  a  balance  between  gos¬ 
pel-tinged  spaciness  and  down-to- 
earth  grittiness,  a  balance  that  has 
shifted  towards  reality  in  Nona. 

The  pervading  theme  of  the 
album  is  life  under  attack — it  is 
developed  with  such  singleminded- 
tiess  that  the  song  titles  seem  to 
form  sentences  and  paragraphs: 
“Living  on  the  Border,”  “Keep  It 
Confidential,”  “Run  for  Cover,” 
“Dummy  Up.”  The  lyrics  are  sim¬ 
ple,  barely  more  than  elaborations 
on  the  titles,  but  delivered  with 
authority.  And  there  is  the  occa¬ 
sional  tag  that  sticks  in  the  mind: 
“Style  is  not  the  order  living  on  the 
border  of  life”;  “1  would  call  you 
lover/But  I’ve  used  that  name  be- 
fore/Livin’  undercover/Always 
keeping  score.”  In  some  of  the 
songs  the  yielding  to  love  is  what 
provides  salvation  (“Design  for 
Living,”  a  futuristic-rock-gospel 
song  for  which  Hendryx  has  as¬ 
sembled  her  dream  all-woman  all- 
star  band).  In  other  songs  it  repre¬ 
sents  increased  vulnerability 
(“Dummy  Up/You’d  better  hide 
your  heart  away”).  A  quasi¬ 
religious  faith  is  made  most  ex¬ 
plicit  in  “Transformation,”  the 
strongest  song  on  the  album. 
“Rust  to  dust/Us  to  them/Change 
your  mind/Changc  your  skin/Life 
to  death/Weak  to  strength/Cash  a 
check/Change  your  sex . . .  Push  to 
shove/Hate  to  love/ln  and  out/ 
It’s  all  about/They’re  just  trans¬ 
format  ions/ Variations/ Alterna¬ 
tions/Deviations/You  know 
Mother  Nature  rules  us  all.” 

These  are  songs  about  danger, 
fear,  courage  and  power — stuff 
that’s  on  most  people’s  minds 
these  days— sung  by  a  soulful, 
powerful  woman  and  set  to  tough 
music  that  won’t  let  you  down. 


Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Depression 

Serving  the  community  since  1976 

We  develop  an  individual  program  ot  therapy  explain  it  to  you  in  deta 
and  then  encourage  you  to  evaluate  your  own  progress  toward  specific 
goals 

Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers  and 
psychiatrists  For  information  call  262-9116. 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted 


bo 


behavior 

associates 


45  Newbury  Street  Boston 
Near  the  Arlington  Street  MBTA 


Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 

FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 


Ward,  Rizzo  &  Lund 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


•  Relationship  Contracts 

•  Wills 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Corporate  Matters 


•  Immigration 

•  Civil  &.  Criminal  Litigation 

•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Estate  Planning 


Two  Park  Square* Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
617-426-2020 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon-Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-6pm  Sat.  9am-5pm 
Wed.  6:30-8pm  Walk  in  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 

Services  Include 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  dermatology,  infectious  diseases, 

.  gynecology,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  and 
psychiatry 

•  Board  certified  gay  and  lesbian  physicians  and  nurse  practitioners  available 

•  You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 

•  Barrier  free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On  Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis  &  treatment  of  sexually 
transmitted  disreases 

1  2  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


B.C 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley.  Moss.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plozo 
E.  Orleans  Moss  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


PARTNERS 

THE  GAY  DATING  SERVICE 


A  DISCREET  AND  PER¬ 
SONALIZED  ALTERNATIVE  TO 
THE  ESTABLISHED  GAY 
SCENE.  IF  YOU  WISH  TO  MEET 
OTHER  LIKE-MINDED  CAY 
MEN  AND  LESBIAN  SEND 
$1.00  (POSTAGE  AND  HAND¬ 
LING)  FOR  APPLICATION  TO. 


PARTNERS,  DIV.OF  RMI 

SUITE  400,  437  BOYLSTON  ST. 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 


A  year-round  GALLERY 


Inner 

Dimensions 


Leaded  crystal  figurines 
Crystal  bahs  —  pyrimids  —  prisms 
pewter 

Brazilian  Agate  Slabs 
Gold 

Picture  Jasper 
Silver 

Quartz  dealing  Crystal 
Sand  castles 
Crafts 


389  Commercial  St.  Provincetown  487-0511 

A  unique  and  magical  place  to  visit 


COTTAGES  FOR  RENT 

near  Lewiston,  Maine 

•  On  Trip  Lake 

•  Swimming,  boating, 
fishing 

•  Sandy  beach 

•  complete  kitchen  unit 

1  bdrm  —  $  180/week 

2  bdrm  —  $225/week 

Call  Rendevouz 
(207)  998-2168 


^Jke  (^3) enuicfc 


A  TRADITIONAL  GUEST  HOUSE 
2  BERWICK  ROAD 
OGUNQUIT,  MAINE  03907 

YOUR  HOSTS: 

DON  CARPENTER  AND 
FRANK  TRAFTON 

.207/646-4062 
OPEN  YEAR  'ROUND 
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1  Heramedia 

Continued  from  page  14 

parents’  reaction  to  incarceration 
in  concentration  camps  during 
World  War  II  (Robin  is  Japanese- 
American):  “They  had  a  con¬ 
certed  campaign  to  tell  us  kids 
never  to  be  politically  active,  that 
there  are  things  you  don’t  do  to 
make  yourself  visible,  to  make 
people  understand  what  you  really 
want  in  your  life. .  .That  to  me  is 
an  analogue  of  what  mothers  do 
when  they  say  to  their  daughters, 

‘If  you  don’t  go  out  with  Johnny 
and  you’re  kissing  with  Susie,  you 
belong  in  a  mental  bin.’  Because 
your  political  future  is  based  on 
your  connection  with  men.” 

I  commented  to  Robin  that 
these  ideas  seemed  absolutely  ver- 


“WATERSHIP 
INN 


Relaxed  atmosphere 
Central  location 

Complimentary  continental  breakfast 
Innkeeper  :  Jim  Foss 


P.O.  Box  918 
7  Winthrop  Street 
Provincetown.  Mass.  02657 
(617)  487-0094 


Feminist  Gifts  t  Handcrafts  By  and  For  Women 


Jewelry  Records  _  much 

Books  Clothing  ®  more 


WOMENCRAFTS 


373  Commercial  St.  Box  190  Provincetown.  Ma.  02657  (617)  487-9854 


•  • 

Take  a  walk  on  the  WOW  side! 

a  women’s  art  +  resource  center 
.cabaret,  theatre,  workshops  and. 
330  E.  11th  St.,  NYC  10003  • 
212-777-93^7 


TH€  HOT  N€W 
B€STS€LL€R 


•  30,000  copies  shipped 
in  first  6  weeks. 

•  1st  printing  sold  out. 

•  National  author  tour. 

•  CBS  network 
interview. 

•  Available  at  B.  Dalton, 
Walden  Books  or 
your  local  book  seller. 


The  First  Official  Gay  Handbook 


To  order  direct  — 

Mail  $5.95  +  $1.30  shipping  &  handling  to: 

Turnbull  &  Willoughby 

Suite  22 

15  N  Arlington  Hts  Rd 
Arlington  Hts  ,  IL  60004 

We  do  not  rent  or  sell  mailing  lists 


June.  Abigail  first  worked  with 
GrctaSchiller.a  producerof Before 
Stonewall,  on  a  documentary 
about  aging  and  has  since  done 
assistant  camera  work  on 
Greetings  from  Washington,  D.  C. 
(among  other  projects).  Robin 
took  workshops  at  Downtown 
Community  TV  in  New  York  and 
with  Ayoka  Chenzira,  now  the 
director  of  Black  Filmmakers. 
Toni  has  just  finished  her  first  year 
in  the  audiovisualjechnology  pro¬ 
gram  at  Bronx  Community  Col¬ 
lege. 

Since  Robin  is  Japanese- 
American,  Toni  is  Black,  and 
Lydia  and  Abigail  (who  have,  as 
Robin  puts  it.  the  most  “control  of 


Toni  Dickerson,  Abigail  Norman,  and  Lydia  Pilcher  (left  to  right). 


bal,  difficult  or  impossible  to 
translate  into  a  visual  medium.  “I 
think  a  lot  of  theoretical  concerns 
are  not  brought  up  simply  by 
showing  things  [but]  can  only  real¬ 
ly  be  delved  into  with  longer 
discussion.”  She  agreed.  The 
point  of  “Just  Because  of  Who 
We  Are”  is  to  provoke  that  discus¬ 
sion  —  and  organizing.  Robin 
continues,  “My  feeling  is  that  it’s 
necessary  to  develop  a  body  of  im¬ 
agery  representational  of  the 
diversity  of  our  lives,  in  order  to 
start  to  really  feel  like  there  is  a 
history  and  a  continuum  of  wom¬ 
en’s  development,  in  order  to  get  a 
perspective  in  movement  or  ac¬ 
tivist  terms.  Where  do  you  want  to 
go?.  Who’s  done  what  already? 
What  was  the  meaning  of  what 
ihey  did  and  why  did  it  get  buried? 
Why  are  we  having  such  a  hard 
time  unearthing  these  things  and 
why  are  our  heads  so  filled  with 
crap?” 

“Anybody  who  watches  it, 
some  part  of  that  tape  is  going  to 
touch  their  life,”  Toni  believes. 
Heramedia  hopes  (though  they 
aim  primarily  at  a  lesbian  au¬ 
dience)  to  reach,  as  they  wrote  in  a 
recent  grant  proposal,  “all  con- 
scioushuman beings,  gay ,  si  raight , 
republican,  anarchist  ..  .bus 
drivers,  teachers,  soldiers,  guys, 
gals,  you  name  it.” 

Soldiers?  Republicans?  How 
can  you  make  a  videotape  on 
violence  against  lesbians  effective 
enough  to  reach  any  but  the  most 
.sympathetic  audience?  To  begin 
with,  Heramedia  doesn’t  work 
alone.  They’ve  arranged  screen¬ 
ings  and  discussion  sessions  with 
Lambda  Legal  Defense,  the  Les¬ 
bian  Herstory  Arcives,  and  people 
from  the  Kitchen  Table  Press  as 
well  as  other  groups  and  the  inter¬ 


file  technology”)  are  both  white,  I 
wondered  whether  differences  in 
expertise  translated  into  a  racial 
hierarchy.  The  answer  was  no. 
And  while  the  collective  hasn’t 
succeeded  in  equalizing  everyone’s 
technical  skills,  as  they’d  original¬ 
ly  planned  to  do  (“The  fact  of  the 
matter  is,”  says  Abigail,  “when 
we  had  the  equipment  we  were  just 
run  ragged  shooting”),  Robin  and 
Toni  have  learned  editing.  In  the 
meetings  I  attended  and  at  a  May 
14  shoot  in  Northampton,  no  one 


we’ve  had  experience  in  being 
chased  out  of  town,  having  shit 
thrown  at  us,  and  that  Toni  and  I 
feel  uncomfortable  in  that  town 
. . .  Given  the  background  of 
racial  discrimination,  I  think  that 
Toni  and  I  are  more  aware  of 
what’s  prevailing  public  opinion 

—  what  can  you  do  and  get  away 
with?  Where  can  you  be  and  not 
get  hassled?  How  can  you  not 
bring  attention  to  yourself?” 

As  far  as  I  can  tell  the  two  most 
common  reactions  white  people 
have  to  their  own  racism  are  (1)  ig¬ 
noring  it;  and  (2)  beating  their 
breasts  over  it.  Actually  confront¬ 
ing  one’s  racism  and  getting  past  it 

—  constructive  responses  —  are  a 
lot  rarer.  And  as  Robin  says,  “I 
think  that  if  there’s  no 
understanding  that  comes  out  of 
that  it  creates  a  certain  amount  of 
distrust,  like  ‘How  much  do  you 
really  know  us?’  and  ‘How  much 
do  you  really  take  seriously  where 
we’re  willing  to  put  ourselves?’  ” 
It  speaks  well  for  Abigail,  and  for 
the  women’s  commitment  to 
working  together,  that  Hera- 
media’s  response  was  the  con¬ 
structive  one.  “I  realized,” 
Abigail  says,  “that  this  was  a  dif¬ 
ferent  order  of  danger  for  Robin 
and  Toni  than  it  was  for  me. . .  I 
would  feel  like  my  parents  could 
get  me  out  of  jail,  and  1  feel  very 
confident  in  dealing  with  white 
people  and  getting  myself  out  of 
trouble.  Whereas  Robin  and  Toni 
rightly  felt  that  they  would  be 
more  easy  physical  targets,  and 
then  it  could  be  much  more  dif¬ 
ficult  for  them  to  get  out  of  trou¬ 
ble  once  they  got  into  it.” 

This  leaves  a  problem,  of 
course:  what  more  compelling 
material  for  a  documtary  on 
violence  against  lesbians  than  ac¬ 
tual  footage  of  violence  against 
lesbians?  Robin  suggested  one 
solution:  “Take  some  extra  crew 


Lydia  Pilcher:  “  You  need  to  show  the  people 
on  our  tape  also  having  a  good  time  and  tell¬ 
ing  jokes. ...  It  should  be  hills  and  valleys , 
not  all  valleys. 


yy 


seemed  to  be  low  woman  on  the 
totem  pole. 

Not  that  Heramedia  is  magically 
free  of  the  racism  that  divides  the 
rest  of  us.  The  May  14  shoot  in 
Northampton,  Massachusetts,  is  a 
case  in  point.  Rumor  had  it  that 
the  lesbians  and  gay  men  who 
marched  on  the  14th  would  meet  a 
counter-demonstration  by  funda¬ 
mentalist  Christians  and  violence 
from  SHUN.  The  Heramedia  reac¬ 
tion  split  down  racial  lines,  with 
Abigail  on  one  side  (Lydia  didn’t 
go  to  the  shoot)  and  Toni  and 
Robin  on  the  other. 

Abigail:  “I  felt  like  if  there’s 
violence,  let’s  get  in  there,  go  for 
it,  what  else  are  you  there  for?. . . 
We  hadn’t  really  discussed  it  so 
much  as  a  group  before  that.  And 
when  we  were  there,  Robin  would 
say  things  like  ‘oh,  of  course,  if 
there’s  violence,  we’ll  immediately 
go  far  from  that  place.’  And  1 
would  say,  ‘No  no  no  no  no,  we’re 
really  going  in  there,’  not  really 


Toni  Dickerson:  “ Someplace  like  Northamp¬ 
ton,  which  is  like  98  percent  white,  and  here s 
this  little  brown  face  coming  up  there  and  Pm 
gonna  jump  in  the  middle  of  something  and 
say,  ‘ Let  me  film  you'?” 


view  subjects  themselves.  “One 
discussion  we  had  [was]  about  the 
nature  of  class  and  this  kind  of 
violence.  Cherrie  Moraga  [who  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  tape)  raised  the 
issue. . .  We  see  that  kind  of  com¬ 
munication  with  organizing 
groups  and  activists,  and  the 
women  that  we’ve  interviewed,  as 
important,”  Lydia  says. 

The  four  women  came  to  the 
collective  by  very  different  routes. 
Lydia  took  a  master’s  degree  in 
film  and  television  at  NYC  this 


hearing  what  she  was  saying.” 

Toni:  “When  you  hear  that 
there’s  going  to  be  all  this  violence 
and  that  these  people  have  hurt 
other  people  and  raped  women, 
that  puts  the  fear  in  your  heart 
anyhow.  So  someplace  like  North¬ 
ampton,  which  is  like  98  percent 
white,  and  here’s  this  little  brown 
face  coming  up  there  and  I’m  gon¬ 
na  jump  in  the  middle  of  some¬ 
thing  and  say,  ‘Let  me  film  you’?” 

Robin:  “I  think  that  in  general 
whites  don’t  understand  that 


who  will  not  be  in  that  kind  of 
danger”  —  a  valid  approach,  she 
believes,  and  different  from  the  at¬ 
titude  which  says,  “  ‘If  you  feel 
that  bad  about  it,  we’ll  just  go  in 
ourselves.’  That’s  really  saying, 
‘Well,  it’s  too  bad  that  you  can’t 
put  up  with  the  racism  in  this  socie¬ 
ty  and  take  more  shit  than  you 
should  really  have  to.’  ” 

Heramedia  has  been  working  on 
“Just  Because  of  Who  We  Are” 
since  last  October.  Progress  is 
relatively  slow:  it’s  hard  to  coor¬ 
dinate  the  schedules  of  four  busy 
people,  and  money  comes  out  of 
the  members’  pockets.  (A  grant 
from  the  Astraea  Foundation,  the 
proceeds  from  the  NYU  screening, 
and  earnings  from  work  done  for 
Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Edu¬ 
cation  Fund  have  enabled  the 
women  to  more  or  less  reimburse 
themselves.)  Lydia  says  alternative 
funding  groups  are  friendly:  “If 
anything,  gay  issues  are  the  thing 
to  fund  right  now.  It’s  just  that  it’s 
so  expensive  to  make  this  kind  of 
media,  you  can’t  really  depend 
just  on  alternative  funding.” 
Heramedia  has  applied  for  a  grant 
from  the  New  York  State  Council 
on  the  Arts:  “If  we  get  that,  we’re 
home  free.” 

And  then?  “Every  once  in  a 
while  we  have  fantasies,”  says 
Abigail.  Hers  is  to  make  a  series  of 
portraits  of  women  activists. 
Robin  is  interested  in  the  health 
problems  of  poor/urban  neigh¬ 
borhoods.  Toni’s  thinking  about 
'he  situation  of  lesbians  in  Haiti. 
To  some  extent  the  group’s  con¬ 
tinued  life  depends  on  how  much 
funding  they  manage  to  get,  so 
cross  your  fingers;  as  Toni  says, 
“These  women  are  serious  about 
what  they’re  doing.” 
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Homos 

Continued from  page  8 
respectability  demanded  that 
persecution  of  homosexuals  be 
kept  in  the  public  eye. 

Perhaps  Mosse’s  most  pro¬ 
vocative  move  was  in  the  unex¬ 
pected  political  lesson  he  drew 
from  this  historical  research.  The 
need  for  respectability,  he  insisted, 
shouldn’t  be  seen  as  peculiar  to  the 
petite  bourgeoisie  of  Weimar  Ger¬ 
many.  Rather,  “in  a  world  on  the 
edge  of  chaos,  everyone  seeks  to 
annex  a  piece  of  eternity,”  and  the 
price  of  ensuring  immortality, 
recognition  beyond  oneself,  is  sub¬ 
mission  to  respectability  and  con¬ 
formity  to  its  demands.  The  gay 
movement,  Mosse  asserted,  is  no 
stranger  to  the  power  of  this 

August  March 

Continued  from  page  1 
gays  feel  their  issues  have  been 
neglected.  She  mentioned  the 
Jewish  community  in  particular. 
While  she  acknowledged  the  pro¬ 
blems  that  have  surfaced,  Wright 
spoke  with  hope  about  the  process 
of  working  together:  “The  march 
is  not  just  a  commemoration.  It’s  a 


appeal. 

What  political  meaning  can  we 
attach  to  this  reseach?  While 
Mosse  directly  challenged  the  gay 
male  movement,  the  political  goals 
of  the  women’s  sessions  were  more 
buried.  The  most  striking  point  to 
us  was  Vicinus’  recognition  of  the 
ambiguity  of  sexual  desire,  the 
falseness  of  the  rigid  distinctions 
between  hetero-  and  homosexuali¬ 
ty.  Yet,  gays  and  lesbians  have 
identified  themselves  and  have 
created  subcultures  and  political 
movements  based  on  sexual  identi¬ 
ty.  Still,  the  difficulty  we  have  ex¬ 
perienced  in  challenging  hetero¬ 
sexual  norms,  in  making  hetero¬ 
sexuals  rethink  their  place  in  the 


time  for  us  to  get  past  the  things  we 
still  haven’t  got  past  in  the  last  20 
years.” 

Buses  to  the  march  will  leave 
from  the  Boston  Common  and 
from  a  number  of  different 
neighborhoods  at  9:30  p.m.  Friday 
and  return  at  6  or  7  a.m.  Sunday. 


culture  is  overwhelming. 

By  exposing  the  ambiguity  of 
desire,  what  the  prior  discussion 
opens  up  is  the  fragility  of  hetero¬ 
sexual  ideology.  That  gap  between 
desire  and  the  ideology  which 
masks-it  needs  exposing  —  not  on¬ 
ly  by  gays  and  lesbians  but  by 
heterosexuals  themselves.  The  op¬ 
portunity  is  there  for  the  gay  and 
lesbian  movements  to  throw  off 
the  cloak  of  defensiveness  and 
realize  that  the  power  against  us 
has  an  insecure  basis.  The  in¬ 
stability  of  heterosexuality  per¬ 
haps  explains  the  resistance  of 
straight  culture  to  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  movements,  yet  at  the  same 
time  reveals  a  potential  lever  with 
which  the  ideology  could  be  dis¬ 
lodged  and  heterosexual  norms 
broken. 


The  cost  is  $30.  To  find  the  ticket 
outlet  closest  to  you,  call  the 
Mobili/ation  office  at  536-0873. 
For  the  gav  bus,  call  Kathy  at 
661-0974;  for  the  women’s  bus, 
call  NOW  at  661-6015. 


Seneca 
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it  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
women  who  visit  to  find  crcaive 
ways  to  make  people  aware  of 
other  issues  that  lead  to  the  pro¬ 
liferation  of  nuclear  weapons.  The 
Boston  Women's  Pentagon  Ac¬ 
tion  put  on  a  skit  showing  factory 
workers  dealing  with  sex 
discrimination  and  sexual  harass¬ 
ment,  that  I  thought  was  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  an  imaginative  way  to  raise 
related  issues. 

The  seven-hour  bus  trip  back  to 
Boston  was  one  of  the  high  points 
of  the  trip  for  me.  Every  woman 
seemed  happy  and  energized  by 
her  visit,  and  most  were  discussing 
plans  to  return,  some  anticipating 
stays  in  the  local  jail  after  civil 
disobedience  on  August  I.  We 
sang  lots  of  songs,  with  very  little 
consensus  on  the  words.  The  bus 
trip  was  capped  for  me  by  some¬ 
thing  I’ve  always  wanted  to  see  ata 
political  action:  a  white-haired 
woman  sang  “The 
Internationale”  for  us.  She  also 
got  us  to  sing  “Solidarity 
Forever”  by  urging,  “Let’s  sing 
one  I  know  the  words  to!” 


Will  women  holding  a  non¬ 
violent  protest  at  the  gate  of  a 
nuclear  arsenal  really  do  much  to 
stop  nuclear  war?  Is  open  lesbian 
participation  going  to  hurt  the  dis¬ 
armament  movement?  These  arc 
probably  the  main  questions  that 
the  Women’s  Peace  Encampment 
will  raise.  I  can  only  answer  them 
by  saying  that  for  me.  the  trip  was 
personally  satisfying  and  has 
motivated  and  energized  me  very 
much.  I  was  reminded  in  many 
wavs  to  lake  more  personal  re¬ 
sponsibility  and  initiative  in  op¬ 
posing  nuclear  weapons.  I  was  in¬ 
spired  by  the  actions  of  other 
women,  including  the  three  pic¬ 
tured  in  the  July  22  New  York 
Times,  who,  along  with  61  others, 
had  been  arrested  at  the  Seneca, 
arsenal  the  day  before  for  protest 
actions.  I  keep  thinking  of  that 
old  gospel  lyric,  “Ain’t  I  got  a 
right  to  the  tree  of  life?"  I’m  very 
glad  I  went  to  the  Women’s  Peace 
Encampment  and  especially  that  I 
protested  at  the  gate  of  the  Seneca 
Army  Depot.  Maybe  they  won’t 
turn  their  swords  into  plowshares 
immediately,  but  the  experience 
has  made  a  difference  in  my  life 
and  in  the  responsibility  I  feel  to 
stop  nuclear  war. 


Odyssey  of  a  Unicorn 


By  Nancy  Walker 

My  boss  at  my  non-GC/Vjob  , 
called  Joan  here  for  the  sake  of 
I’m  not  sure  what  exactly,  loves  to 
play  head  games.  I  have  already 
written  something  about  that. 
Amy  Hoffman  some  time  ago  told 
me  not  to  write  any  more  about  my 
boss,  but  she  is  a  fascinating  sub¬ 
ject  and  several  things  have  occur¬ 
red  that  might  amuse  you.  It’s 
hard  for  me  to  tell  what  would 
amuse  you.  I’m  sorry  if  this  does 
not  amuse  Amy  Hoffman. 

Joan  has  lived  with  the  same 
woman  for  over  fifteen  years.  I  am 
not  certain  of  the  amount  of  time, 
but  it  is  enough,  surely,  to  give  just 
about  anyone  pause.  I  paused  once 
for  dinner  at  her  home  and  observ¬ 
ed  their  interchanges,  also  their 
very  distinctly  separate  bedrooms. 

I  know  it  is  not  a  mere  cover. 
These  two  women,  both  over  50, 
live  like  two  quaint  teenagers  in 
perfect  litle  girls’  rooms,  all  ruffles 
and  prettiness,  sans  sophistica¬ 
tion.  Joan’s  friend  seems  genuine 
and  untwisted  and  probably  truly 
asexual,  but  Joan’s  insides  are  a 
nest  of  vipers  and  more  than  infre¬ 
quently  the  inner  turmoil  leads  to 
unkind  outbursts  of  which  I  have 
several  times  been  the  victim. 

Joan  has  been  curious  about  my 
life  and  my  relationship  with  my 
sother  ever  since  we  met,  but  she 
refuses  simply  to  come  out  and  ask 
me  point  blank,  a  question  which  I 
would  very  much  enjoy  answering, 
if  Joan  could  only  work  up  the 
courage  or  honesty  or  whatever 
she  needs  to  ask  a  straightforward 
question.  She  prefers  instead  to 
hint,  beat  about  the  bush  and  tell 
outrageous  lies  in  an  attempt  to 
wrest  from  me  in  an  unguarded 
moment  an  earth-shattering  con¬ 
fession.  So  far,  I  have  parried  all 
her  thrusts  and  kept,  in  my  not  so 
humble  opinion,  a  couple  of  steps 
ahead  of  her  (it’s  easy  to  do  that 
since  I  know  the  path  and  she 
doesn’t).  I  have  been  Joan’s  secre¬ 
tary  for  over  a  year  and  it  has  been 
a  very  interesting  work  situation. 
She  is  supposedly  the  boss  but,  in 
fact,  I  really  run  the  show  because 
of  her  emotional  involvement  with 
me  which  she  does  not  recognize. 
She  cannot  leave  me  alone  and  is 
forever  finding  reasons  to  discuss 
personal  affairs  with  me. 

During  the  first  really  extraor¬ 
dinary  cold  spell  this  past  winter, 
when  the  ground  was  covered  with 
snow  and  ice,  my  sother  and  I 
began  a  series  of  dental  appoint¬ 
ments.  Since  my  sother  is  nothing 
short  of  saintly,  she  fetches  me 
daily  from  work  and  transports  me 
here  and  there.  On  this  particular 
afternoon,  she  was  quite  late  and  I 
was  beginning  to  get  nervous.  Just 
as  I  was  feeling  my  heart  race, 
Joan  arrived  at  the  front  of  our 
building  waiting  for  her  friend  to 
pick  /?ezup.  We  began  talking,  but 
my  mind  was  on  the  weather  and 


my  sother’s  automobile  accident 
(never  her  fault)  record.  Joan  was 
saying,  “Buzz,  buzz,  buzz,”  to 

which  I  replied, ‘l  hope  my  poor _ 

is  all  right.” 

In  answer  to  that  statement, 
which  I  had  really  made  un¬ 
consciously  out  of  the  distress  I 
was  feeling,  Joan  pitched  a  real 
curve.  She  said,  “Oh,  speaking  of 
your  ‘poor — ,’  I  slapped  someone 
in  the  face  because  of  you  in  Sep¬ 
tember.”  (Mind  you,  it  is  now 
February.) 

Falling  into  the  pit,  I  asked, 
“Why  on  earth  did  you  do  that?” 

“Well,  she  asked  me  if  I  knew 
about  you  and _ ’s  illicit  relation¬ 

ship.” 

“What???  You  slapped  some¬ 
body  for  saying  that?  It’s  a  wonder 
you  weren’t  sued.”  I  laughed  and 
said  that  it  was  hardly  a  reason  to 
slap  anyone. 

She  further  embellished  her 
story  with,  “1  told  the  person  that 
such  matters  do  not  affect  any¬ 
one’s  ability  to  type  and  file.” 

“They  seldom  do,”  1  mused, 
watching  her  begin  to  squirm  since 
I  wasn’t  squirming.  I  should  have 
said  that  any  time  two  adult  wom¬ 
en  live  together  for  a  long  period 
of  time  it  leads  people  to  wonder, 
but  I  didn’t  say  that  and  my  sother 
later  agreed  that  it  was  wise  be¬ 
cause  it  left  Joan  a  place  to  go. 
She’s  not  nice  when  she’s  cor¬ 
nered.  I  finally,  almost  as  an  after¬ 
thought,  asked,  “Who  did  you 
slap?”  (a  normal  inquiry,  I 
thought). 

“I  don’t  remember,”  came  the 
lying  response.  Of  course  she 
didn’t  remember;  she  had  made  up 
the  whole  little  scenario  just  to  try 
to  get  information  out  of  me. 
Joan’s  ploy  didn’t  work,  my  soth¬ 
er  arrived  all  in  one  piece,  and  we 
went  merrily  off  to  be  drilled  and 
filled. 

A  more  recent  encounter  with 
Joan  occurred  after  I  went  to  din¬ 
ner  with  a  friend  from  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  who  comes  to  Boston 
every  Gay  Pride  Week  and  shares  a 
ritual  dinner  with  me  while  we  try 
to  catch  up  with  the  uncatchupa- 
ble.  Peter  and  I  had  our  little  tete- 
a-tete  on  Thursday  evening  and 
then  went  to  the  AIDS  demonstra¬ 
tion  during  which  I  was  blinded  by 
TV  lights  and  just  knew  I  would  be 
on  the  tube  that  night. 

Promptly,  in  true  one-horn 
fashion,  I  became  involved  in  oth¬ 
er,  more  pressing  matters,  and  for¬ 
got  all  about  the  cameras.  During 
the  weekend  several  friends  men¬ 
tioned  that  they  had  seen  me  on 
television.  I  felt  with  utter  certain¬ 
ty  that  Joan  had  seen  me  too,  but  I 
forgot  about  that  also,  losing  my¬ 
self  absolutely  in  the  GCN  birth¬ 
day  celebration  on  Friday  and  the 
march  and  rally  on  Saturday. 

So,  Monday  morning  came 
without  any  help  from  me  but 


there  it  was,  and  I  walked  into  the 
office  as  I  always  do.  Joan  to  me: 
“1  saw  you  on  TV  Thursday 
night.”  Me  to  Joan:  “Good,  1 
hope  everybody  did.”  Why  I  said 
that,  I  don’t  know,  but  I  couldn’t 
retreat,  never  having  done  so  be¬ 
fore.  Nothing  further  was  said. 
Joan  is  an  outrageous  homophobe 
who,  despite  her  relationship  with 
her  “roommate,”  assumes  that 
she  couldn’t  possibly  be  gay  be¬ 
cause  she  doesn’t  do  anything,  so 
how  could  she  be  gay?  She  really 
thought  she  had  me  that  time,  so 
there  seemed  nothing  else  to  do 
but  beard  the  lion  in  its  den  or  grab 
the  bull  by  the  horns,  so  I  did  eith¬ 
er  or  both  depending  on  how  you 
look  at  it.  And  she  retreated. 

A  week  or  so  later  the  topic  of 
my  TV  appearance  came  up  again 
and  I  said,  “You  know  that  dis¬ 
ease  is  not  limited  to  a  small  seg¬ 
ment  of  the  population.  Lots  of 
men  are  bisexual  or  ambisexual  or 
just  frustrated  at  home,  so  they  do 
it  with  another  man.  Eventually 
the  disease  gets  to  straight  women 
and  then  to  more  straight  men  and 
before  you  know  it 

She  cut  me  off  with  “Don’t  you 
think  we  could  get  rid  of  it  [AIDS] 
by  killing  all  the  gays?”  Said,  of 


course,  as  if  /  weren’t  one  of  them. 
Said  to  get  a  rise  out  of  me.  Said  to 
be  cruel,  but  not  stupid  because 
she  is  not  stupid.  I  didn’t  rise  to  the 
bait. 

I  simply  said,  “No,  you’d  gel  rid 
of  a  lot  of  gays,  but  you  wouldn’t 
get  rid  of  the  disease.”  There  was 
no  point  in  telling  her  how  im¬ 
possible  it  would  be  to  identify  all 
“the  gays.”  But  I  almost  said, 
“You’d  wind  up  missing  a  lot  of 
friends.” 

Since  that  episode,  Joan  has  not 
treated  me  any  differently  from 
the  ways  (many  ways,  that  run  the 
gamut  from  loving  and  kind  to 
hideous  and  cruel)  in  which  she  has 
always  treated  me.  But  just  this 
very  day  I  had  occasion  to  call 
Brian  McNaught,  liaison  to  the 
gay  community  from  our  beloved 
mayor’s  office.  He  was  not  in 
when  I  called,  so  he  called  me 
back,  and  guess  who  answered  the 
phone?  That’s  right,  Joan.  She 
said,  with  exaggerated  clarity  of 
tone,  “Brian  McNaught  wants  to 
speak  with  you.” 

Later  I  asked  Joan’s  assistant  (a 
close  personal  friend  of  mine)  if 
she  thought  Joan  knew  who  Brian 
was.  She  said,  “Everybody  does.” 
Oh  well,  this  is  the  worst  kept 


“secret”  in  the  world.  So  life  goes 
on.  And  there  is  a  little  extra  tittle 
of  excitement  at  work  just  in  case 
there  should  be  a  lull  in  the  daily 
catastrophes. 


DO  YOUR  FRIEND,  AND 
YOURSELF,  A  FAVOR. 
INTRODUCE  HIM  TO 


Crabs  are  not  the  end  of  the 
world,  but  they  can  certainly 
make  it  unpleasant.  RID 
is  a  liquid  treatment  that 
is  available  without  pre¬ 
scription.  It’s  safe  and  it 
kills  crabs  in  ten  minutes. 
Each  package  includes  a 
patented  fine-tooth  comb  that 


100%  effective  in  removing 
dead  lice  and  nits.  So  the 
next  time  you  or  your 
friend  discover  crabs, 
do  yourselves  a  favor 
and  get  RID  It's  safe. 
It's  available  without 
a  prescription  at  your 
local  pharmacy.  And  it  worfcs. 


Pf«Xurmecs.  Drvison  ot  Ptize-  me  New  Vort  NY  10017 


Page  18  •  Gay  Community  News,  August  6,  1983 


Classifieds 

*  WOULD  BE  POETS  £ 

AND  POETS  OF  £ 

UNQUESTIONED  SKILL  £ 

£  Enter  the  GCN  CLASSIFIED  poetry  contest  and  * 

*  win  free  non-business  ads  to  be  used  whenever  * 
£  you  wish— in  this  life  or  the  next ..  .Just  make  up  * 

*  a  little  ditty  to  someone  imaginary  or  real  or  write  * 
£  about  politics,  your  cat,  your  dog,  your  house,  £ 

*  your  mother.  Anything  that  catches  your  fancy.  * 
£  There  are  two  categories,  Serious  and  Humorous,  * 

*  and  there  will  be  three  prizes  in  each  category:  six  * 
£  free  ads,  four  free  ads,  two  free  ads.  All  winning  * 

*  ads  will  be  re-run  (free,  of  course)  in  display  for-  * 

£  mat.  Ads  given  as  prizes  will  have  1  headline  and  6  * 

*  lines  of  text.  Ads  you  send  in  may  be  any  length,  * 
£  but  remember,  YOU  MUST  PAY  FOR  YOUR  * 

*  ENTRIES.  The  point  is  that  these  are  non-  * 
£  business  ads  written  in  verse,  and  as  such,  you  £ 

*  may  deduct  50%  of  their  regular  price.  All  poems  £ 
£  must  be  original,  not  just  slightly  altered  copies  of  * 

*  other  ads  you  may  see  in  the  GCN  Classifieds.  * 

*  Entries  must  be  postmarked  no  later  than  October  £ 

*  1, 1983.  Please  write  “Poetry  Contest”  on  the.  out-  £ 

*  side  of  your  envelope.  Thank  you.  ENJOY! _  £ 

£ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★  "k 


ATTENTION!! 

ALL  CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISERS 

As  of  Volume  11,  Number  1,  the  classified  rates  I 
go  up.  Any  ads  received  with  incorrect  payments 
will  be  returned,  so  it  is  to  your  advantage  to  pay 
at  the  new  rates.  (See  ad  form.)  This  was  a 
necessary  increase.  We  hope  it  will  not  pinch  any¬ 
one  too  seriously.  Thank  you  for  your  patience 
and  cooperation. .  .and  your  money!! 


PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
We've  got  to  get  our  act  together 
despite  the  work,  despite  the  weather 
despite  the  fools  encountered  always 
We've  got  to  fix  up  our  own  hallways 
and  mend  our  fences  and  gather  force 
to  finish  the  long  and  rocky  course. 
Sooner  or  later  something  is  shattered 
and  we  wonder  why  we  thought  it 
mattered. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

Pretty  soon,  Maybe,  we  ll  see  each 
other.  What  a  weird  statement. _ 

ADVICE  NEEDED 

If  a  ceiling  is  peeling  (from  using  the 
wrong  paint  over  calcimine,  probably; 
it's  an  old  house)  how  do  you  remove  all 
the  paint  down  to  the  plaster  all  over 
the  ceiling?  Sanding?  Is  there  any 
chemical  remover  that  would  be  faster 
and  less  arm-breaking?  Please  leave 
message  for  Stephanie  St.  John  at  GCN 
426-4469.  I'll  call  back  when  I  get  off  the 
ceiling.  Thank  you.  I  am  open  to  other 
suggestions,  just  in  case  there  is  some 
les  dramatic  way  to  solve  the  problem 
other  than  takin  off  all  the  old  paint. 
English  GM  sks  L  to  marry  for  conven¬ 
ience  also  to  meet  other  similar  (23) 
GMs.  GCN  Box  689. _ (4) 

AUSTRALIAN  would  like  pen  pals,  par¬ 
ticularly  blacks.  Retired,  easy-going, 
raises  orchids  and  cacti  for  hobby. 
Many  interests.  Write  Neil  Drummond, 
15  Woods  St.,  Norwood,  South 
Australia  5067. _ _ (c) 

WARNING 

Philip,  age  about  25,  light  black,  claims 
to  be  from  Lynn,  hangs  around  some  in 
Cambridge.  If  he  offers  you  a  17"  RCA 
color  TV,  whatever  he  asks,  it’s  a 
bargain,  since  he  ripped  it  off  from  me. 
Smooth  talker,  but  not  to  be  trusted,  (c) 
CHEESECAKE  —  The  evening  was 
lovely  with  great  company.  Loved  talk¬ 
ing  and  reading  and  getting  to  know. 
DS _ 

BELIEVE  me.  there  is  a  lot  to  offer  a 
young  man  who  would  like  to  be  loved 
without  being  smothered,  who  would 
enjoy  the  company  of  an  intelligent, 
well-read,  well-traveled  older  man  who 
is  patient  and  loving.  Let's  meet  and 
talk  Box  290.  118  Mass.  Ave..  Boston 
02115. _ 

VACATION  SEPARATION  BLUES 
It's  the  lonely  front  handle  bar  blues 
Don't  got  to  have  holes  in  your  shoes 
In  order  to  moan,  cuz  in  two’s 
Is  the  way  I  love  takin'  in  views. _ (4) 

To  the  aquatic  wonder  —  Welcome 
home!  I  love  you  You  make  the  egg¬ 
plant  parmesan.  I'll  bring  the  ice  cream. 

_ (f) 

LORIMAR  DOAN 

But  Fl a'  At  least  its  nt  Okla.  Congrats 
anywy.  N'x  'o  Mich  this  yr?  I'll  miss  the 
(nrly)  5  PhDs  &  bottls  of  SC  on  an  air 
matrss.  Am  stl  thriving  amg  my  tst 
tubes  &  DNA  clones  tho  my  arm  sms 
to  hv  mutated  awy,  mkg  letr  writg  nrly 
impsble.  Snd  nw  addss  anywy.  As 

alwys  I  remain  Debbie  O. _ (4) 

GM  5T0",  35,  163.  golden  blond,  but 
thinning  hair  sks  new  friend  w/some 
commitment,  also  in  good  shape  pref 
working  out,  to  42  yrs.  Am  into 
massage,  meditation  (TM).  films, 
theater,  reading  about  social  science  & 
social  issues.  &  discussing  gay  related 
issues.  I  run  12  mi  daily  &  lift  3  x  per  wk 
for  tone  Am  &  prefer  above  avg  looks  & 
shape,  but  not  superb  Nq  strong  pref, 
but  am  esp  into  foreigners.  Latins.  & 
Mediterraneans.  I  am  &  seek  a  man  who 
is  at  peace  w/himself  &  the  world;  enjoy 
religiously  centered  Looking  for  so¬ 
meone  who  can  listen  as  well  as  talk. 
Not  promiscuous,  looking  for  serious 
Iriendships  or  relationships.  Box  150. 
104  Charles  St.,  Boston.  MA  02114  (5) 

Let's  renormalize  through  a  semigroup 
and  reach  a  continuum  limit  together 
GCN  Box  686 


stavito 

cogeme 

cogeme 

cogeme  „ 

y 

cuando  te  vienes 
me  tocas  el  corazon 

putoesquiroso _ (3) 

ANN  ARBOR 

Young  career  woman,  feminist,  bi¬ 
sexual,  looking  for  same  or  LF  in  Ann 
Arbor  for  going  strawberry  picking  and 
making  trips  to  the  Ark.  GCN 
Box  687. _ (4) 

ADOPT  A  CAT— PLEASE!! 
Tortoise  shell  F  cat  needs  home. 
Spayed,  all  shots,  gd  mouser,  lovable. 
Forced  to  give  her  up  against  our  wish- 
es.jl24-1993  days  &  eves.  (3  +  ) 

CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISERS 

Please  send  me  anecdotes  about  the 
experiences  you  have  had  as  a  result  of 
either  placing  or  answering  a  GCN  per¬ 
sonal.  I  want  to  write  a  piece  about  it. 
Everything  will  be  done  very  discreetly. 
Tell  me  if  you  want  me  not  to  use  your 
name  and  I  will  definitely  not  use  it. 
Just  send  info  to  Walker,  GCN,  167' 
Tremont  St,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111.  Thank  you  very  much. _ 

LF,  former  TS,  into  spirituality,  wd  like 
to  meet  another  prof  LF  int’ed  in  shar¬ 
ing  a  life/lives  of  activism  &  love.  I  am 
witty,  intellectual,  &  tired  of  explana¬ 
tions  &  roles.  Honesty  &  sincerity  impt. 
GCN  Box  683. _ _ _ (7) 

LESBIAN  FAT  LIBERATION 
Last  Tues  of  every  month,  7-9  pm  Camb 
Womens  Ctr  46  Pleasant  St.  For  les¬ 
bians  over  200  lbs.  Activist  will  lead  dis¬ 
cussions  on  political  &  social  oppres¬ 
sion.  Not  a  weight  loss  group!  Drop-in! 
Info:  625-1577. _ _  _ (11) 

BOBBIE  LEE 

Thanks  for  your  recent  note  to  Mike  and 
me.  Your  kind  words  about  my  "poetry" 
are  very  encouraging.  If  I  had  the  time,  I 
hohestly  would  try  to  write  and  publish 
other  things.  Maybe  someday  I  will. 
Hope  you  are  well  and  happy. 

GWM  25  5'9",  130,  attr,  intell,  sensitive, 
non-promiscuous,  sks  sim  for  caring 
loving  sexually  creatively  imaginative 
one-on-one  lasting  rel.  Enjoy  film, 
theatre,  gay  social  life,  etc.  Let  &  pic 
Box  2122.  Pawtucket,  Rl  02861  (6) 

Nashua  NH  Oriental  GM,  trim  attrac 
athlete,  sks  local  buddy  (30-45)  to  share 
any  of  the  following;  bicycling,  tennis, 
weights,  karate,  jogging.  PO  Box  6240, 
Nashua,  N H  03063. _ (5) 

ATTENTION  EISENBERG! ! 

To  drive  many  hours 
To  a  city  so  bright 
To  visit  a  lawyer 
To  dance  through  the  night 

Made  a  wonderful  trip 

For  us  all  from  the  Hub 

So  thanks  Birthday  Girl 

And  enjoy  your  new  sub! _ 

BICYCLIST'S  LOVER'S  LAMENT 
I  wish  I  were  a  pannier 
On  your  bicyclette  tres  cher 
I’d  clamp  onto  your  rear  wheel 
And  ride  close  to  you  there 
For  ten  plus  days 
I'd  glide  ’round  the  maze 
Of  peninsulas,  lakes  and  isles 
With  my  love  whom  I  miss 
Just  thinking  of  this: 

We  ll  be  parted  for  weeks  by  miles.  (4) 
INCEST  SURVIVORS 
Ethnic  lesbians/lesbians  of  Color:  we 
encourage  your  participation  & 
perspective  in  book  by/about/for  les¬ 
bian  survivors  of  incest  All  responses 
confidential  Write:  S  Marie.  Box  304. 

Oakland.  CA  94668. _ (5) 

BEACON  SCHOOL  RICK 
So  sorry  you  had  to  leave  Paradise  just 
after  our  return  from  France.  Can  we 
meet  again?  Roger  GCN  Box  690 
(Yellow  Montana) _ j6) 


Professor,  GM,  bright,  lively,  and  loving. 
39,  5'8",  135  lbs,  to  meet  guy  who  is 
smart,  together,  expressive,  and  seri¬ 
ous  about  life  and  work  GCN  Box  685  (c) 


THE  CHORAL  MAJORITY 
SINGS 

Hear  "Amazing  Gays,”  "Dyke  the 
Halls,"  and  much  more  on  The 
Choral  Majority's  greatest  hits 
cassette  $6.00  &  sing  along  with 
The  Hymnal,  Words  &  Music  $4.00 
+  .50  postage.  964  Valencia,  SF, 
CA  941 10.  _  _ 


HELP  US  COVER  OUR  ASS! 

Gay  and  lesbian  news  of  interest  is 
happening  in  your  town,  but  we  don’t 
know  about  it.  Phone  or  mail  news  tips 
or  stories  to:  News  Editor,  167  Tremont, 
Boston,  MA  02111,  (617)  426-4469. 

PERSONABLE  GAY  MEN 
Two  GM  driving  xcntry  want  to  visit 
w/gay  people  along  the  way.  Traveling 
end  of  August  driving  Northern  Route 
from  Balto  to  Seattle.  Please  write: 
Bruce  McLay  2928  Guilford  Ave, 
Baltimore,  MD  21218.  (4) 

SATYA 

Did  you  ever  see  the  little  verse  I  wrote 
to  you  shortly  after  the  big  birthday 
bash  from  which  I  don't  think  I  shall 
ever  quite  recover???  If  not,  let  me 
know,  and  I'll  send  you  a  copy.  I  really 
want  you  to  have  it.  Walker _ 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  GCN  Box 
number  in  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St,  5th  FI,  Boston,  MA 
02111,  Attention:  Classifieds  Box 

Attr  F  univ  prof  seeks  F  frnd/lover 
(35-45)  who  is  educated  in  feelings,  wit¬ 
ty,  wise,  indep,  soft,  nurturing,  stylish  & 
athletic.  Foremost  though  must  have 
Joie  de  vivre  to  share.  GCN  Box  691.  (6) 
Small  gay  issues  discussion  group 
seeks  new  members.  Topics  have  in¬ 
cluded  coming  out  &  how  we  stand  in 
our  families,  closeted  gays,  promiscui¬ 
ty,  lovers,  gays  in  careers,  &  politics. 
Group  is  friendly  but  structured  &  aims 
for  in  depth_discussion  of  gay  related 
issues,  often  based  on  reading.  Oppor¬ 
tunities  for  socializing  outside  the 
meetings,  such  as  outings  &  special  in¬ 
terest  meetings  are  present.  Members 
should  be  mature,  growing,  stable  gay 
men,  preferably  not  in  need  of  therapy. 
Meetings  are  every  other  Sunday  at  6  in 
members  homes.  Box  150,  104  Charles 
St.,  Boston,  MA  021 14. _ (5) 

Husky  handsome  GWM  early  40s 
voyeur  seeks  masculine  well-built 
showoffs  for  fantasy/intimacy  hot 
stroking  &  cool  rubdowns.  GCN  Box 
692. _ (11) 

JUST  FRIENDS _ 

WALTHAM  GROUP 

Get  to  know  your  neighbors  in  Waltham 
area.  For  info  call  647-1193  in  PM  or 
leave  message  during  day. _ (6) 

ROOMMATES _ 

Malden:  Private  home,  quiet  nbhd,  pro¬ 
fessional  GWM  30  sks  rmte.  Own  rm,  all 
modern  conveniences.  Pref  non 
smoker.  Avail  9-1.  $225/mo.  GCN  Box 
693; _ (4) 

LF  25  sks  to  share  2  bdrm  apt  in  Med¬ 
ford  nr  Somerville  on  busline.  Must  be 
responsible  &  clean.  150+  util.  Bert 
396-0847  keep  trying. _ (5) 

BROOKLINE  APARTMENT 
BiF  sks  conscious,  resp  &  caring  F 
30+  to  share  Vi  hse  on  quiet,  safe, 
tree-line  street.  $312  inc  heat,  parking, 
porch  &  yard.  Marilyn  731-4465  early  am 
or  eves.  Keep  trying  please! _ (1) 


GWM  24  sks  rmte  for  dlux  duplex  in  E 
Boston  Irg  Ivngrm  TV  room  huge  kit¬ 
chen  2  full  baths  2  bdrms  w/skylights  1 
guest  bdrm  w/w  dishwasher  $300  inc 
heat  569-3661 ,  Steve. _ (5) 

LF  22+  wanted  to  share  Somerville 
apt.  Avail  anytime  in  Aug,  or  on  Sept  1. 
Must  be  clean,  have  sense  of  humor.  I 
have  1  cat,  and  smoke.  $1 73/mo.  Cindy, 
625-4233  after  6,  or  956-6686  during  day. 

_ (5) 

BACK  BAY 

Person  for  3rd  bdrm  in  enormous 
Beacon  St  apt,  230,  heat  inc.  Laundry  in 
oldg  266-6882  days,  437-7340  eves.  (5) 
MELVILLE  PARK,  DORCH 
Share  7  rm  apt  quiet  safe  area  nr  stores 
&  Shawmut  Red  Line.  2  porchs  yard 
w&d  dw  disp  redec  Viet.  Lease  avail 
now  or  9/1.  265  inc  util.  Pref  warm  neat 
respons  GM.  Pis  no  cigs  or  pets. 
288-3228  B4  10  PM  Ivmsg. _ (5) 

GWM  athletic  BU  grad  student  sks 
roommate.  Must  be  responsible,  easy- 
going  &  non-smoker.  731-1071. _ (5) 

LF  28  sks  warm  stable  LF  for  nice  apt  nr 
Inman  Sq  own  2  rms  please  no 
smokers/pets.  200+  gas/elec  avail 
Sept  1 . 625-5934  keep  trying. _ (6) 

4  LFs  sk  5th  to  build  warm  stable  home 
in  comfy  JP  house  w/porches,  yd 
garden  &  character.  Shr  food,  chores. 
No  smkrs.  Nr  Pond,  Arbo  T.  Avail  9/1. 
Call  us!  165+  gas  ht.  522-7446.  (7) 

LF  sks  LF  or  couple  30+  warm  inde¬ 
pendent,  responsible  to  share  beautiful 
Newtonville  hse  nr  Mass  Pike,  15  min  to 
Camb,  Boston.  3  rms  avail,  quiet  safe 
nbhd.  Frpl,  scr  porch  Ig  yd  $175  or  $300 
+  util.  965-0648. _ (4) 

Hyde  Park-Milton  line  3  M  sk  4th  (gay' 
pref)  to  share  hse,  own  bdrm,  porch, 
frpl,  Ig  yd  on  T  busline  nr  rte  128  $220/ 
mo  inc  ht  &  util.  Bill  eves  &  wknds 
361-6571. _ (5) 

2  GMs  sk  3rd  GM  non-smoker  for  spac 
Union  Sq  Somerville  apt.  $210  inc  all 
util.  Avail  Sep  1.  Sec  dep.  666-4283 
before  1 1  pm. _ (5) 

Cambridge:  2  GM  sk  3rd  to  share  3 
bdrm  apt  in  2  family  hse.  Large  LR,  DR, 
Kitchen.  Nr  T  $216  +  utils.  (617)  576- 
0599; _ (2) 

GM  30  eve  grad  stdt  sks  intel,  neat  M 
for  quiet  Belmont/Wav’ly  2  BR.  Nr  T  & 
Rte  2.  I  run,  bike,  hike;  enjoy  theol, 
pltcs,  music,  comptrs.  No  smoke  or  pet. 
250  +  low  util.  AvI  Aug  or  Sep  15.  (617) 
484-7192.  Lv  msg  for  Bob. _ (5) 

4  LF  sk  1  more  25+  shr  progressive, 
integrated  coop.  No  smoke,  spacious 
JP  home  nr  pond  &  T.  Wash/Dry  $100  +  . 
Avail  9/1 . 227-7335  am,  524-6209  pm.  (5) 
NASHUA,  NH 

GWM,  36,  has  master  bdrm  avail  now  in 
2  bdrm  apt.  Your  rent  225/mo  w /  all  util 
except  phone.  Call  Paul  after  6  pm  (603) 
882-7746. _ a _ (8) 

LF  for  Union  Sq,  Som  apt.  Smokers, 
meateaters  welcome.  Sense  of  humor 
helpful.  $175  inc  ht.  Lisa  623-3913.  (5) 


2  LF,  1  GM  sk  LF  for  Ig  S  End  duplex  w / 

roof  dk,  4  br,  W&D,  DW,  htd  250  +  V. 
elec  &  phone.  Supportive  &  ind,  non¬ 
smoke  247-2316  aft  5.  894-3600  x  2239 
(wL _ (4) 

Marshfield  GWM  46  will  share  2  bdrm 
condo  off  xway  w/  GM.  $250  me  all.  Sin¬ 
cere  &  sober  only  apply  (617)  837-9240 
between  5-7  pm. _ (4) 

HELP  CREATE/SHARE  LF  HOME 
LF  sks  respon  warm  LF  to  share  sup- 
prtv,  sprtl  yet  indep  home  in  beaut  2  bd 
Bri/Bro  apt  in  safe,  res  area.  Crptg, 
yard,  trees,  w/d.  $270  +  utils.  787-1890 
eve  (9-10  pm)  &  wknds _ (4) 

3  L  sk  1  L  rmte  for  sunny  spacious  3rd  fl 

Victorian  hse.  W&D.  rio  cigs  or  pets. 
Brookline  safe  area  nr  T  and  shops 
$228  inc  ht.  Avail  now.  566-2153  eves, 
267-0300  days.  Peg. _ (4) 

GM  sks  GM  or  Isbn,  27+  for  large 
Brookline  apt  Aug  1.  Non-smkr  $172/mo 
inc  heat  (rnt  controlled).  (617)  232-0760 
Tu  &Thur6-10  pm. _ (4) 

2  JLFs  sk  2  LFs  30+  for  5  bdrm  semi¬ 
coop  hse,  Brooklne.  Jly  15-Sep  1.  Sup- 
prtve,  sprtl.  $208+  in  summr.  170+  in 
fall!  No  drgs/smke.  232-9089;  332-2682. 

(4) 


GENTLE  GAY  ARCHITECT 
Seeks  large  sunny  room  with  open 
household  by  Sept  1.  Call  Kerry 
232-7229  Boston  area. _ (4) 

BAY  VILLAGE  DUPLEX 
GM  sks  GM  for  Bay  Village  duplex. 
Firplace,  courtyd,  2  baths  $337.50  inc 
heat,  ht  wtr.  Occ  1  Sept.  Bill,  482- 
5265. _ (3) 

Two  gay  men  seeking  comfortable, 
affordable  home  in  Cambridge  area 
beginning  August.  Call  and  leave  a 
message  for  Jeremy  at  GCN  426-4469 
or  Glad  Day  542-0144.  Thanks.  (PS:  This 
is  not  for  Jeremy,  but  for  friends  of  his. 
OK,  gossips?) _ 

MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 
Gay  owned  and  operated 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #  24430 
Tel  661-2958. 

J23) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733  _ 

FOR  SALE _ 

For  Sale:  1970  Karmann  Ghia.  Engine 
runs,  needs  rebuilding  Body  fair,  in¬ 
terior  &  chassis  good.  $250  or  best  of¬ 
fer.  648-7612, -7-10  PM.  (c) 


Classified  deadline,  Tues.  noon.  All  ads  must  be 
prepaid  No  ads  accepted  by  phone.  GCN  is  a 
national  paper,  include  area  code  with  phone 
numbers  All  apartment  ads,  even  if  you  rent  space  in 
your  own  home,  are  business.  Make  check  or  M.O. 
payable  to  Gay  Community  News,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Fl,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

Business:  $7.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line),  50®  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines  are  $1.00 
for  25  units. 

Non-Business:  $5.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line);  each  additional  line  25®.  Headlines  50®  for  25 
units. 

Box  numbers  are  $1.00  for  6  weeks,  you  may  pick  up 
mail  at  the  GCN  office  Mon.-Fri  ,  10-6.  If  you  wish 
your  mail  forwarded,  the  rate  is  $4  00  for  6  weeks, 
$6.00  for  3  months.  Mail  is  forwarded  at  the  end  of 
the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 


Display  Classifieds  (boxed  ads):  $12  per  column  inch. 
Please  circle  category  ad  is  to  run  under. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

INSTRUCTION 

JUST  FRIENDS 

MOVERS 

PERSONALS 

REAL  ESTATE 

ROOMMATES 


APARTMENTS 
JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 
LOST  &  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 
PRISONERS 
RESORTS 
SERVICES 


FOR  SALE 
JOBS  WANTED 
MISCELLANEOUS 
PENPALS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RIDES 
WANTED 


Headlines . at  $  per  wk.  $ 

First  4  lines . at  $  per  wk.  $ 

Each  additional  line  at  $  perwk.  $ 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1  00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  weeks 
3  months  forwarding  at  $6  00 
Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED 


Name 

Address 


City 


$ 

$ 

$ 


State 


Zip 


Phone 


Please  print  neatly,  use  shaded  area  for  headlines  and  additional  lines. 
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Classifieds 

RESORTS 


MAINE  

QGUNQUIT/WELLS.  MAINE 
Luxurious  studio  cottage  overlooks, 
ocean.  Priv  deck.  pool.  Walk  to  tennis, 
beach,  restaurants.  $310/wk.  Call 
betore  8am  (603)6690415. _ (4) 

Buccaneer  clean  comfortable  inexpen¬ 
sive  private  bath  TV  40  ft  htd  indoor 
pool  weights  pool  table  convenient  to 
stores  beach  restaurants  antique 
shops  factory  outlets  MC  VISA  MX 
Ogunquit  Rt  1  Wells  ME  (207)  646-2140. 

_ _ (?) 

WOMYN'S  GUEST  HOUSE 
Coastal  Maine  —  funky,  comfortbl. 
reas  rates:  work  exch  avail.  Make  reserv 
early!  Write  Sea  Gnomes’  Home  Box  33 
Stomngton.  ME  04681  for  brochure.  (TN) 

SAIL  ON  WILD  MAINE  COAST 
Vacationing  in  ME  in  Aug?  Sail  w/dyke 
to  islands  in  Blue  Hill.  Penobscott,  Mt 
Desert  area.  Day,  overnight,  2-3  day 
trips.  Aug  1-30.  (207)  359-2763. _ (5) 

Rustic  &  private  wimmins  summer 
house  on  Lake  Torsey  —  Central  ME. 
Avail  until  Sept.  $100/.wk.  Roberts  #329, 
87  Spring  St.  Portland,  ME  04101,  (5) 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Clean,  Comfortable,  Inexpensive 
Convenient  To  All,  Friendly 

CARL'S  GUEST  HOUSE 

68  Bradford,  P'Town,  MA  02657 
(617)487-1650 
April  thru  November 

PROVINCETOWN 
1  br  (sleeps  3)  West  End.  Tastefully  fur¬ 
nished,  sunny,  sep  din,  pkg,  short  walk 
to  boat  slip  or  ocean.  $300/wk.  (617) 
247-0080  eves. _ (5) 

B  &  B  IN  THE  BERKSHIRES 
500  South  Main 

Antiques  &  Guest  House 
Great  Barrington,  MA  01230 
(413)  528-9673 

Provincetown  1  br  condo  Eastend  2 
floors  spiral  staircase  sleeps  2  pkg 
private  sundeck  walk  to  beach  &  town. 
Avail  7/30  thru  9/6.  $275/wk  826-5338.  (4) 

NANTUCKET:  small  pvt  guest  house  in 
Historic  District,  nr  all  shops, 
restaurants,  beaches.  For  rates,  info, 
reserv:  (61 7)  228-9491. _ (5) 

VERMONT 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 
Beautiful  dbl  bdrms  w/waterfall  view  for 
lesbians  &  gay  men  in  rural  village 
house.  Bd  &  bkfst  for  two  —  $80/wknd. 
Antiques,  flea  mkts,  lakes,  hikes.  Dave 
&  Mike  (802)  348-7840  (eves  7-9)  (1 1 12) 


CALIFORNIA 


San  Francisco.  Bed-By-The-Bay.  Bed- 
Breakfast.  Your  choice  of  50  gay 
homes.  1155  Bosworth,  SF  94131.  (415) 
334-7262. _ j4) 

APARTMENT  WANTED 

LF  student  sks  rm  nr  BU  9/1  thru  12/25. 
Furn  pref,  unfurn  ok.  AM  neat,  nori- 
smoking,  quiet.  734-0592  pm. _ (5) 

1  bdrm  apt  in  JP  needed  by  9/1  for 
responsible,  quiet  LF.  Please  call 
Eileen  524-6209  (h),  426-6660(w). 
Thanks! _ (5) 

ATTENTION  BUILDING  OWNERS 

Looking  for  responsible,  dependable 
tenants?  Here  are  two!  Hardworking 
GCN  news  editor  and  friend  seek  spa¬ 
cious  1  bdrm  or  small  2  bdrm  apt.  in 
Cambridgeport.  Call  Sue  at  426-4469. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

WANTED 

TRUCKIN' 

Two  gay  men  driving  xcntry  desire  ac¬ 
commodations  along  the  way  w/people 
who  wd  like  visitors.  We’re  traveling  the 
Northern  Route  from  Balto  to  Seattle 
during  late  Aug.  Please  write:  Bruce 
McLay  2928  Guil:ord  A ve.  Baltimore, 
MD  21218.  (4) 

APARTMENTS _ _ 

Brookline  nr  Washington  Sq  &  T,  2  bdr 
apt  or  3  bdr  w/separate  door  fireplace, 
dining  rm,  eat-in  kitch.  lots  of  storage, 
in  2  family  home.  $750  for  2  bdr  or  $1000 
for  3  bdr,  pkng  inc.  Owner,  354-0593 
avail  8/15. _ (4) 

JP  Arboretum  area.  2  or  3  brs,  hdwd  fl. 
sunny  owner  occ,  3  decker  insulated, 
quiet  st  nr  T,  522-0345  Iv  message 

$525/mo  avail  9/1  or  10/1. _ (5) 

2  FAMILY  FOR  RENT 
Camb/Som  line  nr  Harvard.  Prch,  yd, 
hdwd  firs.  Spacious  3  bdrm,  skylight, 
$975  inc  ht.  2  bdrm  $675  inc  ht.  Both  avl 
9/1.  Gay  owned.  (617)  491-5885.  (5) 

APARTMENT  FOR  RENT 
Brighton  Aug  1-15  2  bdrm  apt  in  2  fam  6 
rms,  yrd,  new  kitch,  washer/dryer,  no 
pets.  LF  pref  nr  Oak  Sq,  hdwd  firs,  $580 
unhtd.  783-2561. _ (5). 

WEST  MEDFORD 

3  bdrm,  nr  Tufts  &  Hvd/Lchm  buses; 
washer,  mod  bath,  hw  floors;  $450 
unhtd,  Sept  4,  488-0932. _ (6) 

Malden  4  rm  apt  in  gothic  Victorian  hse 
nr  T.  Bay  windows,  mod  kit  &  bth,  frig. 
Free  storage,  laundry  avail.  Pref  dis¬ 
creet  quiet  person  $385  inc  heat.  hw. 
No  dogs.  324-2279  eves  &  wkends.  Avail 
8/15. _ (4) 


2  BR  apt  off  St  Botolph  nr  Pru  Garden. 
Franklin  stove  d/d  $565  unhtd  Pkg 
avail.  Ref  reqd  (617)  267-9376  Joel. 
eves  472-3449.  Mark _ 4) 

BOSTON  — SOUTH  END 
Elegantly  restored  Victorian  duplex  on 
Wore  Sq  2  bdrms  &  den  30’  liv  rm  w/ 12 
ft  ceilings,  ornate  detail,  wkng  frpl  oak 
firs,  sep  DR  shrd  w/d  $700/mo  +  gas  ht 
avail  9/1. 247-0080  eves. _ (5) 

SERVICES 


THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 
Swedish,  Esalen,  Shiatsu,  Reflexology. 
Special  rate  for  dancers,  students, 
senior  citizens.  Gift  certificates 
available.  262-1000  ext  298  Tu-Sat  12-7. 
_ _ (6) 

TYPESETTING 

Want  the  best???  Let  GCN  typeset  your 
resume,  flier,  brochure,  newsletter, 
magazine.  You  name  it!  Reasonable 
rates.  Call  426-4469  and  ask  for  Nancy 
Wechsler. 


Counseling  for  Individuals, 
Couples  and  Groups 
Career  Assessment 

BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square 
(617)  739-7803 


GAY  MEN  S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Has  openings.  Focus  is  on  self- 
awareness,,  intimacy,  &  relationships. 
For  info  call  Francis  Giambrone 
628-6988 

FEMINISM  AS  THERAPY 
Professional  lesbian  women,  fathers  & 
daughters,  mothers  &  daughters,  rela¬ 
tionship  counseling,  stress,  anger  & 
conflict  management  396-571  1. 
Rosemary  Dunn  Dalton,  MS. _ (4) 

YOU  WANT  TO  GET  THAT  DEEP 
DARK  TAN  THIS  SUMMER?? 

Why  let  housework  get  in  your  way?! 
YOUR  FINEST  SCOURER  will  clean 
your  home  the  way  you  want  it  to  be 
done,  personally  and  professionally.  So 
call  for  an  appointment  292-6360  (Mon- 
Fri  8  am  to  6  pm.) _ (4) 

BOUND  FOR 
THE  EXECUTIVE  SUITE 
Reports  to  write?  Need  help  with  your 
ideas  and  style? 

Private  consultation  with  a  Business 
Writing  teacher.  PhD,  12  years  ex¬ 
perience. 

A  program  will  be  designed  specifically 
to  improve  your  written  and/or  oral 
reports. 

Call  for  appointment:  524-5433  between 
8-9  am,  9-1 1  pm  or  drop  a  note  to  GCN 
Box  694. 


U&cc  R A V 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)353-0225  for  appt. 


CAN’T  SAY  NO? 

Cognitive  and  TA  therapy  approach  lor 
self-actualization,  depression,  anxiety, 
guilt  All  insurance  accepted  Copley 
Sq  office.  739-6381. _ (5) 

HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home,  Condos,  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 

Call  James  782-7615. _ (15) 

ORGANIZATIONS  r 

GAY  MEN’S  COVEN 
Gay  sharing  positive  energies  in  a 
Gardnerian  Wicca  context.  Monthly 
meetings  for  new  men  as  well  as  initia¬ 
tion  directed  study.  Groups  in  NYC  & 
Seattle.  Kathexis  Anthropos  Coven. 
Box  4538.  Sunnyside.  NY  11104. 
Member  Covenant  of  the  Goddess  (7) 

GAY  CHRISTIAN  SCIENTISTS 
GCS  of  Boston  welcomes  you  Support 
group  for  all  gay  CS’s.  For  more  info 
write  GCN  Box  688.  167  Tremont  St. 
Boston.  MA  02111. _ (3) 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  information  send  $1 
to:  NAMBLA  —  GCNAD,  PO  Box  174. 
New  York,  NY  ’0018. _ (48) 

D.O.B. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians.  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues. 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed.  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept.  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 

2150  MACRO  GROUP 
Explore  the  Macro  Life  .Philosophy 
while  making  friends  with  like-minded 
individuals.  Call  647-1193  in  PM  or 
leave  message  during  day. _ (6) 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions.  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar, 
call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11. 
Camb.  MA  02238. 


BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  tor 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  MF  7-10  pm.  Sun  2-5  pm, 
536  6518  DIGNITY/BOSTON.  355 
Boylston  St  .  Boston  MA  021 16  (c) 

WANTED _ 

NEED  URGENTLY  MA/PATRONS 
Poor  dyke  needs  financial  help  tor  3  yrs 
acupuncture  school  starting  Sept  83  If 
you  car.  help  sponsor  me  write  Naia 
Sore.Ia  Box  11.  2124  Kittredge  St. 
Berkeley.  CA  94707 _  (6) 

INTERNATIONAL 

Australian  9th  National  Gay  Con¬ 
ference  Melb  Sept  2  4  send  us  greeting 

1  shall  send  you  souvenir  badge  Ken 

dalt  Lovett  PO  Box  380  Broadway  NSW 
2007  Australia (4) 

PENPALS 

GAY  PRISONERS 

Who  are  sincere  and  looking  lor  a 
friend:  write  to: 

Support  Committee 

Gay  Men’s  Alliance 

Box  1523.  White  Plains 

New  York  10601 _  (5) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

SECRETARY 

Small  law  office  seeks  FT  assistant  to 
perform  clerical  &  law  related  duties 
beginning  mid-August  Exp  preferred 
Send  resume  to  K.  Holzberg.  14  Beacon 

St,  #710.  Boston.  MA  02108. _ (4) 

Conscientious,  hard-working  GM  need¬ 
ed  to  help  run  household  &  apt  bldg  for 

2  prof  GM  Excellent  part  time  opp  for 

student  Need  flexible  schedule  &  car 
After  6  pm  353-1992. _ (5) 

WOMEN  MUSICIANS 
F  drummer  and  sax  wanted  for  orig  soft 
rock  band  787-5783.  (5) 

GLSB  COORDINATOR 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau  sks  co¬ 
ordinator  of  volunteer  activities  inc  out 
reach  fundraising  and  publicity  20  hrs 
a  wk  $5/hr.  Sept-May  Send  letter/ 
resume  to  Box  2232.  Boston.  MA  02107 
by  8/19. _  (4) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

IF  YOU  HAVE  A  PAPER  CUTTER 

Please  consider  giving  it  to  us.  that  is. 
if  it  is  a  spare,  gathering  dust  in  your 
basement  or  attic  or  if  you  are  using  it 
to  hold  your  plants  (how  terribly  rhic!) 
and  might  be  willing  to  make  a  noble 
sacrifice.  We  could  really  make  very 
good  use  of  a  paper  cutter,  according 
to  Mike  Riegle.  who  should  know 
Please  call  him  if  you  wanna  give  us  the 
ax .  .  .  426-4469.  Thank  you.  
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I  TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF. 
I  PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE! 
I  (Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  anl 
I  Anarchist).  ■ 


Locked  up  and  lonesome,  looking  for ( 
correspondence  with  intelligent  ferns. 
Amanda  BURROW.  CIW-18307.  Miller| 
I  A/39  U,  Frontera  CA  91720 _ 

California  Institution  for  Womenl 
prisoner,  age  2%.  brown  eyes,  black | 
[hair,  very  sweet,  would  like  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  someone  serious  about  life  I 
Rosalyn  ROSS  (  Dreamer).  CIW 
W15982.  Miller  A/31  L.  Frontera  CA  | 
91720. _ 

CIW  prisoner  age  40.  hip  in  spirit,  wants  | 
to  correspond  with  creative  activists, 
who  want  to  improve  the  world 
Especially  interested  in  otherl 
prisoners,  artists,  and  grass-roots  | 
[organizers,  with  energy  for  a  creative! 
[arts  book  by  prisoners.  Sude  TRIPPEtI 
(  pebbles  ).  CIW-W18265.  Miller  A/51  L.j 
Frontera  CA  91720 
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[GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  PRISONER 
I  PROJECT 
We  send  free  papers,  books  (when  they 
are  donated  and  when  money  for 
postage  is  donated)  and  run  free  penpal 
ads.  (There’s  sometimes  a  long  waiting 
list  because  of  limited  space.)  Little  by 
little  as  we  get  more  volunteer  labor 
power  we’ll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
support  lesbians  and  gay  men  behind 
bars.  If  you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
contribution  (of  money  or  paperbacks),  I 
please  send  to  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Prisoner  Project,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  Fl„  Boston,  MA  02111.  Thanks! 

Dark  and  lovely,  passive  and  sexy,  age 
32,  wants  to  correspond  with  witty,  con¬ 
servative.  seVy  woman.  Jeannetta 
JOHNSON,  CIW-W18287,  Miller  A/42  U. 

;  Frontera  CA  91720. _ 

Down  and  lonely  stud.  23  years  old, 
wants  comfort  from  sweet-hearted  fern. 
Lisa  SMITH.  CIW-W17486,  Miller  A/29L. 
Frontera  CA  91720. 

Transsexual  looking  for  someone  to  I 
share  thoughts  with.  I’m  22.  | 
blonde/blue  and  released  soon.  Hob¬ 
bies  are  music,  fashion,  exercise  and! 
novels.  Black  men  are  especially! 
welcome.  Steffani  TOLZMAN.  C-39905. 
W-221,  Box  2000,  Vacaville  CA  95696. 

A  young  39  year  old.  I’m  not  totally  gay  | 
but  am  bisexual  and  I’ll  write  anyone! 
who  writes  me.  Walter  WILSON.  Box| 
41-2312,  Michigan  City  IN  46360 
Lonely  gay  guy  doing  twenty  years  and  I 
would  like  to  correspond  with  other  gay  I 
guys  who  have  been  in  prison  at  some! 
time  William  WIRSEN.  SDCC  17222." 
Box  208,  Indian  Springs  NV  89070. 

29.  loves  sports,  good  people,  great  I 
times.  Seeking  friendship  and  whatever! 
else  life  may  be  about  Butch  CARR.| 
Box  500,  Boydton  VA  23917. 

I  am  39  years  old.  from  North  Carolina 
and  enjoy  studying  history,  especially 
gay  history  and  politics  which  your 
paper  covers  in  a  most  enjoyable  and 
frank  way.  I  was  very  active  in  the  gay 
movement  in  Ft.  Lauderdale  and  was  a 
■  counselor  for  gay  drug  addicts  and 
alcoholics.  I  am  separated  from  my 
family  because  of  my  gayness  They 
are  strongly  against  it  and  so  I  get  very 
little  mail  and  would  appreciate  very 
much  being  able  to  write  someone  and 
be  open  and  honest  from  the  gate 
Robin  CRAWFORD.  09630-056.  1101 
John  A  Denie  Rd  .  Memphis  TN  38184 


Editor  of  GAYCON  Newsletter  has  been 
getting  harassed  for  his  publication 
and  has  been  forced  to  go  underground 
(where  it  is  hard  to  earn  $).  If  you  would 
like  to  support  his  continuing  efforts, 
please  send  to:  GCN  Prisoner  Project, 
167  Tremont  St..  Boston  MA  02111. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


This  is  a  request  that  your  department 
run  an  ad  for  me  when  convenient  in 
your  penpals  section.  I  thank  you  for 
your  assistance  in  this  matter.  David 
WILLIAMSON.  ADC  64655.  8  barr/Cum- 
mins.  PO  Box  500.  Grady  AR  71644 
My  very  close’  friends  call  me  Maria.  I 
am  into  almost  anything  except  bon¬ 
dage  or  whips.  Race  is  no  disgrace  My 
hobbies  are  getting  to  know  people, 
making  love  on  a  moonlit  beach  (or 
simply  outdoors),  and  staying  home 
watching  TV  with  my  companion.  I’m 
never  happy  unless  I  can  make  some 
one  else  laugh.  Gary  SIMMONS. 
080944.  PO  Box  158,  Apt  25  BLdg  6. 
Lowell  FL  32663. _ 

In  the  letter  you  said  you  wanted  to 
know  about  my  interests.  Well.  I’m  in¬ 
terested  in  a  lot  of  things  I  like  to  read 
paperbacks  and  go  fishing  and  play 
pinball.  I’d  love  to  live  on  a  farm  even¬ 
tually.  I  like  rock  music  and  porno 
movies.  Well,  that’s  about  all  I  like  to  do 
that  I  can  write  about,  but  there’s  lots 
of  things  that  I  like  to  do  in  the 
bedroom  Benjamin  ROBINSON. 
EF-147481,  Unit  C.  Reidsville  GA  30499 
|  I’m  Spanish,  but  I  also  speak  Greek. 
:  Italian  and  some  English  I  would  like 
|  so  much  to  write  to  someone  Thank 
|  you.  Benjamin  RAMOS.  92800.  Oak  3. 
Angola  LA  70712. 


Readers  (inside  and  out):  Almost  all  ads 
are  taken  from  much  longer  letters 
which  we  cannot  print  in  full  in  the  free 
space  GCN  has  provided.  Even  so, 
there's  usually  a  waiting  list  of  3  to  6 
weeks  and  ads  usually  only  run  once  or 
twice  (unless  we  can’t  get  new  ones 
done  because  of  other  work). 

BM.  a  pro  football  player  when  I’m  not 
in  here.  I  love  to  read  and  I’m  currently 
studying  criminal  law.  Alfred  CARTER. 
88240.  Camp  J.  G-4-R-11.  Angola  LA 
70712. 

I  like  fishing,  hunting,  horseback  riding, 
bowling  and  other  outdoor  sports  I’m 
also  into  electronics,  radio  and  TV 
James  HUFF,  166-723.  Box  57.  Marion 
OH  43302. _ 

I’m  into  the  outdoors,  cooking  movies 
and  quiet  evenings  If  you  are  young, 
and  lonely  and  gay.  please  write  and 
start  on  our  relationship  Joe  MORA. 
12482-008.  Alpha  Det  D-1.  Box  902  PMB 
FCI,  Talladega  AL  35160 
I  am  very  interested  in  being  placed  in 
your  Penpal’  column  at  your  earliest 
.  convenience  as  it  is  very  important  that 
I  establish  lines  of  communications  at 
this  time,  as  I  have  disassociated 
[  myself  from  my  immediate  relatives 
due  to  several  conflicts  of  interest,  as 
well  as  differing  attitudes  concerning 
my  choice  of  lifestyles.  Felix 
JOHNSON.  297948.  TDC  4-tank,  Rt  3 
|  Box  59,  Rosharon  TX  77583 

I  enjoy  sports,  nature,  music,  and 
whatever  else  life  has  to  offer  Am  in 
need  of  correspondence  and  will 
answer  all  Send  pic  if  possible  James 
'SHROYER.  165618.  Box  57.  Marion  OH 
43302 

I’m  an  effeminate  gay  (on  the  street  I 
like  to  cross-dress)  I  have  dark  brown 
[hair  and  pretty  green  eyes  I  love  to 
dance  and  to  talk  with  men  who  are 
confident  in  themselves  My  nickname 
is  Kristie  Live  and  love  Tony  BAKER 
Box  1000.  Otisville  NY  10963 


NOTE  TO  PRISONERS 
Betore  you  write  someone  in  another 
prison,  you  might  check  with  some  of 
the  other  prisoners  to  see  if  the 
authorities  there  (in  their  tearful  at 
tempt  to  keep  you  from  forming  unions 
or  organizing  in  any  way)  issue 
disciplinary  warnings  lor  writing  other 
prisoners.  It  they  keep  you  from  com 
municating  with  each  other  and  keep 
you  fighting  with  each  other,  they  have 
less  to  worry  about  you  coming  out 
against  the  prison  system  itself.  Think 
about  it! 


ANTHONY  ALBERTINI  and  ROBERT 
GULLI,  both  in  Nevada,  turn  out  to  be 
ripoffs.  Go  easy. _ 
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